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Minister’s Message 
 
 
The snow yesterday made it seem as if 
spring, in its efforts to spring, has been 
thwarted yet again. Yet the crocuses and 
other flowers are wending their way 
skyward, which gives me (and perhaps you) 
hope that we will see our way past forty-
degree weather. Several steps forward, 
several steps back. Once again, we have 
many people to thank in our congregation 
for the hard work they have put in to make 
our mission and vision real in the world. The 
congregation put together a wonderful 
fundraiser thanks to the efforts of Diana Fox 
and her wonderful team of volunteers, so 
thank you, all of you! Our committee on 
ministry and board of directors shepherded 
the congregation through a thoughtful, 
detail-oriented conversation about ministry 
and the congregation’s experience. I thank 
them for their hard work and appreciate all 
of the feedback, positive and constructive. In 
the next coming weeks, I will be talking with 
the COM about how to address the 
constructive feedback and I will keep you 
updated, so that you feel your comments 
have been heard and become part of our 
learning experience together. As for the 
positive information, I’m going to enjoy it, 
and may I add that it is a privilege to be your 
minister.  One that even makes me dance!  
 
In the next couple of weeks, I invite you to 
ponder how you hold spring in your heart as 
the weather changes so often and may keep 
us from hearing birds singing, seeing grass 
grow, and feeling warm breezes on our 
faces. A possible book to think about as we 
continue to explore our theme of spiritual 
practice: Scott W. Alexander’s Everyday 
Spiritual Practice. I enjoyed this one 
because it provided so many different 
models to look at, another sign of our 
diversity as Unitarian Universalists. We will 

have two intergenerational services in April, 
so a big thanks to Laura Tomsky, DRE, for 
her work on those as well. In May, we have 
an opportunity to dedicate the children and 
babies in our congregation: please see 
separate article on the next page about this 
wonderful rite of passage in our 
congregation.  
 
Finally, I will be at the minister’s retreat and 
the District Assembly in the last week of 
April, from the 22nd to the 25th, and will be 
available via email or phone if needed.   

 
Blessings on your heads, hearts and hands 
as we move through to Spring!  
 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Harding  
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Delicate Dedications 
 
On the first Sunday in May, the 3rd, we have 
an opportunity during our service to dedicate 
the babies and children of our congregation. 
A baby or child dedication is a welcoming of 
the young person to our congregation, 
similar to the ritual of baptism. There is no 
age limit on the person being dedicated. The 
parents are welcome to invite family 
members and friends to this service as a 
way to welcome their children formally to our 
congregation. Parents will have an 
opportunity to share their values with their 
children and announce their names to the 
congregation. Children will also reaffirm their 
commitment to their peers. It is also the time 
when the congregation formally recognizes 
their relationship to the children and families 
within our congregation by making a 
promise to walk with them in their growth 
and development, especially their spiritual 
development.  We will anoint each child with 
water, and provide a flower to them and their 
family as a symbol of their individuality. This 
ritual is a common one in Unitarian 
Universalist churches and will form part of 
the service, but not the whole, and we offer 
it to friends and members of the 
congregation.  
 
Parents, if you would like to have your child 
dedicated during our May 3rd service, please 
contact Rev. Harding so that she may plan 
appropriately.  You can reach Rev. Harding 
by phone or by email, which is listed in the 
newsletter.  
 
 

             
 
 
 

 
 
Caring wishes of healing and recovery are 
extended to Jim Cubit's mother, Kate Bortell, 
Leslie Meehan's brother-in-law and Roberta 
Rogers. 
   

Caring Committee 

 
 
 

           
 
 
 

Easter 
Honorarium/Memorial 

Plant Sale 
 

We invite you to remember your loved ones 
and friends by purchasing an Easter Plant.  
This is a meaningful, visible sign of our love 
for those we remember and honor as well as 
a way in which to add beauty to our service 
on Easter Sunday.  
 
Beautiful blooming, six-inch potted bulbs will 
be delivered to us here on Easter morning to 
adorn the Barn for our service. You may 
take your plants home, give them as gifts or 
leave them at the barn to have them 
delivered to someone in need.   
 
Find the bright yellow order form in your 
order of service this Sunday and return it 
with your payment of $10.00 to Jan Kirch or 
drop it in the Easter Basket on the welcome 
table by Sunday, April 5, 2009.  For more 
information please call Jan at 847-816-7602. 
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Upcoming Services 
 
 
April 5  
The Most Important Verse in the Bible  
Rabbi Herbert Bronstein 

 
In ancient days, rabbis (including Jesus) 
tried to sum up the heart of religious 
teaching by choosing one key verse from 
Scripture which "says it all".  Rabbi 
Bronstein has chosen one surprising verse 
to search out its relevance for a religious 
outlook today.  Rabbi Bronstein teaches 
History of Religions at Lake Forest College 
and is Rabbi Emeritus/Senior Scholar of 
North Shore Congregation Israel. 

There will be Special Music for this service. 

 
April 12 
Easter 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
The holiday of Easter has different 
meanings for many people and religions.  In 
this intergenerational service, we will explore 
those various meanings, the differences as 
well as commonalities – from renewal and 
rebirth, to promise and sacrifice.  Our 
service will be visited by several famous 
figures from history who will join us in a 
congregational conversation.  The service 
will be led by the Rev. Elizabeth Harding, 
Laura Tomsky, Director of Religious 
Education and the children of PCUUC. 
 
The PCUUC Choir will be singing. 
 
 
April 19 
Earth Day 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
This Earth Day we will examine our roles in 
the interdependent web. Our children will 
share stories about how caring for the earth 
deepens their spirituality.  We will build a 
web during the service and find out how we 
are all connected.  This service is 
intergenerational. Please contact Laura 
Tomsky, our RE Director, to find out how 
your child can be involved. 
 

The service will be led by the Rev. Elizabeth 
Harding, Laura Tomsky, Director of 
Religious Education and the children of 
PCUUC. 
 
 
April 26 
Dirty Words: Theological Language 
as Spiritual Practice 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
  
Some Unitarian Universalists seem to have 
an allergic reaction to words like salvation, 
redemption, god, sin (among others) and for 
good reason. We’ll explore developing a 
theological language and why it will 
ultimately change us as spiritual people.  
You might find a new way of thinking about 
the words you thought you knew.  
 
The PCUUC Choir will be singing. 
 

Musical Notes  
 
The Music Committee welcomes you to 
“Musical Notes”! 
 
We invite you to provide your musical talent as 
special music for our services. If you are 
interested in performing for church, please 
contact Mark Wilson at his e-mail address:  
attymwilson@comcast.net. 
 
This month the choir will be singing on March 
8th and 22nd. Anyone who is interested in 
joining the choir can contact Joyce DeWitt at 
joycendoug@juno.com.  The choir would love 
to have you sing with them!   
 
The music program is in need of any skilled 
pianists or instrumentalists to provide 
accompaniment during services. PCUUC's 
accompanist, Roberta, is in ill health. Efforts 
are being made to obtain pianists for upcoming 
services, but if members of the congregation 
are able to step in on occasion, that is also 
greatly appreciated. The Music Committee 
aims to have a list of backup musicians so that 
PCUUC is never without music 
accompaniment during services. Please 
contact music@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
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The Tilting Planet  
 
Every once in a while, something happens in 
our lives that feels like our planet is tilted, 
just a little bit, in a direction we don’t expect. 
Maybe we need to move out of town to deal 
with the economy. Maybe we go into the 
hospital for unexpected surgery. Maybe 
someone we know needs extra prayers and 
good thoughts for their own situation. Some 
of you have experienced what I call pastoral 
care, which is an important part of any 
minister’s work with a congregation. In 
working with different people, I’ve found that 
there are some situations our members and 
friends are experiencing and didn’t know 
they could request pastoral care. Without 
further ado, here is a list of things you may 
request from your minister:  
 

·  A visit in the hospital during a 
hospital stay 

·  A visit in the hospital prior to surgery 
for conversation and support 

·  Phone contact if you prefer to not 
meet in person  

·  Visits at home post surgery, or for 
other life changes, and losses 

The rule of thumb: if you’ve got something 
on your mind, or you’ve lit a candle during 
joys and concerns, please call the minister.  

 
What happens after we visit? Depending on 
the need for confidentiality (all visits are 
confidential unless stated) the minister will 
communicate the concerns to the caring 
committee for follow-up support as needed 
or requested.  
 

Restaurant Night 
 
Since Easter is April 12th, the next 
international dinner will be moved to April 
18th.  We’ll meet at 6 pm at Las Palmas 
Mexican Restaurant, 26228 N IL Route 83, 
in Mundelein.  We have not done Mexican 
yet and Las Palmas was chosen because of 
its central location, scrumptious food and the 
atmosphere. And, they have a party room 
for us for up to 25.  Feel free to invite 
anyone who might be interested in joining 
us.  RSVPs by 4/12 if possible to Norine 
Fendrych (847-949-1207) or there will be a 
sign-up sheet at Sunday services. 
 
 

 
 

      
 
 
Let Them Eat Pie 
 
PCUUC has teamed up with Bakers Square 
to raise funds for our congregation.  Family 
and friends of PCUUC are invited to dine at 
Bakers Square in Libertyville (1195 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., 847-362-8550) the last 
Sunday of each month from 5 to 8 p.m. 
beginning April 26, 2009.  On these monthly 
Fundraiser Nights, 10% of all evening sales, 
including pies, are donated to our 
congregation.  If your schedule does not 
permit you to eat at Bakers Square that 
night, why not drop by for a delicious pie?  
See fliers at our welcome desk on Sunday 
for more information or contact Jan Kirch at 
847-816-7602 or IdeasJan@aol.com. 
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Social Action News  
 
Seeking New Members 
The Social Action Committee is seeking 
additional members for help with ideas for 
the upcoming church year and with ongoing 
projects.  This is an excellent way for those 
of you who are new to PCUUC to 
demonstrate your UU values by service to 
the wider community while making new 
friends within the church community.  See 
Inge Crowley or Janice Simpson or email 
SocialAction@prairiecircleuuc.org for further 
information. 
 
Avon Township Food Pantry 
A big “thank you” goes out to Duane 
Shaneyfelt who continues to deliver your 
contributions to the Avon Township Center 
each week.  The need is greater than ever.  
Please think about the Pantry when making 
up your shopping list and use those store 
specials and coupons to buy items they can 
use the most. 

·  pasta, rice, oatmeal, soup, canned 
meats and fish are the most wanted 
items  

·  aluminum cans which they recycle 
then use the proceeds to purchase 
dairy products 

Donations are accepted at each service. 
 
Habitat for Humanity Lake County 
Habitat for Humanity presently has five 
houses under construction and two that they 
are “rehabbing”. Anyone who is interested in 
forming a team (12 persons) to assist in 
building these houses, please contact Inge 
Crowley at ingecrowley@surfbest.net or 
speak with her after church. 
 
Anyone desiring to work at the Habitat 
ReStore in Gurnee may directly contact 
Cassie Bertke at the Habitat office (847-623-
1020) to make arrangements.  The ReStore 
is open Monday-Friday, 9-6 and Saturday 9-
5.   
  
PADS Crisis Services 
The offering on Social Action Sunday, March 
8, resulted in $120.50 being collected for 
PADS Crisis Services.  Thanks to all who 
gave so generously. 

 
The next PCUUC supper for clients of The 
Center in Waukegan will be April 19.  Norine 
Fendrych is planning the menu and 
organizing volunteers.  There is a sign-up 
sheet available during Sunday service for 
those who can furnish food, drink and 
disposable cups, plates and utensils.  
Several volunteers are also needed to serve 
at the Center during the meal.  Many hands 
make light work! 
   
Social Action Committee Meetings 
The next meetings of the Social Action 
Committee will be held on Sundays -- April 5 
and May 10. Meetings are held in the Barn 
after Sunday service. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome. 
 
Janice Simpson, Co-Chair 
847-249-2854 
SocialAction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
 
 

         

 
New Member Brunch 
    
The Membership Committee extends a 
warm invitation to all recent members and 
their families to a New Member Brunch to be 
held after the Sunday Service on April 26th 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  We will meet 
at Teresa Aguinaldo's home at 1443 
Sunflower Court in the Prairie Crossing 
Development. Directions will be available 
during the Sunday Service on the day of the 
brunch. Children are welcome.  
   
This is simply an opportunity for us to thank 
you and share some lunch and camaraderie. 
You don't need to bring anything. The 
Membership Committee will provide the 
lunch. We only ask that you reply by e-mail 
or let us know directly by April 19th so we 
can gauge how many to expect. We are 
looking forward to our lunch together.
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Lifespan Religious Education 

 
 

We worry about what a child will 
become tomorrow, yet we forget 

that he is someone today. 
                         ~Stacia Tauscher 
 

 
Children’s Life Span 
Education Program 
 
Our Pre-K - 2nd and 3rd - 5th grade classes 
have just concluded the series on the 5th 
Principle: the right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process within our 
congregations and in society at large 
Simplified: all people need a voice). The 
series was facilitated by Leslie Meehan 
Egan and Ken Klick. 
 
 

     
 
 
 
Through the use of classic games, such as 
Simon Says, as well as several opportunities 
for role-play, various decision-making 
circumstances were presented.  Some 
decisions needed to be made for an 
individual; other decisions needed to be 
made for the whole group.  Our students 
learned the various methods of decision 
making (authoritarian, democracy, 
representative democracy, consensus and 
random chance) as well as situations where 
each may be the preferred method. 
 

We wrapped this session up by discussing 
our individual roles in the process and how 
we can best ensure that everyone has the 
chance to be heard on matters that affect 
them, their families and their community.  
These included educating yourself on 
issues, standing up and taking action, 
building a network of people with shared 
ideas, encouraging others to stand up for 
themselves and most of all being willing to 
discuss others ideas openly and 
respectfully. 
 
Having been involved for a long time with 
Election Reform issues, I was especially 
excited to have the opportunity to open this 
discussion with the children.  Their depth of 
understanding and natural sense of justice 
gives one hope for a truly fair and peaceful 
world in their future. 
 
Our 6th - 8th graders had their first official 
monthly social action meeting on March 1st 
with three in attendance.  Undaunted, they 
began to work a plan to build their vision for 
this group and the projects they wish to take 
on.  This work was continued from week to 
week slowly building on their vision until the 
mission statement below was drafted. 
 
I, for one, am very proud of the efforts, 
excitement and determination this group has 
shown and look forward to its success and 
expansion.  Once again, I would like to ask 
that all parents of 6th - 8th grade children 
please encourage them to attend at least the 
monthly meetings which will take place on 
the first Sunday of every month. 
 
 
6th - 8th Grade Draft Mission Statement & 
Future Goals: 
 
To help our fellow communities, we, the 
PCUUC 6-8th graders, promote a positive 
impact, a helping hand, an open mind 
and a loving heart. 
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We are hoping to range farther to bigger 
causes such as PADS, hurricane shelters, 
hospitals, food banks, etc. Helping out 
where the need is greatest. If you know of 
any causes that needs our help, or of 
anyone who would like to join, please notify 
one of our current members. 
 
Please continue to watch this space for 
news on the progress of this dynamic group.  
In addition, the group is putting together a 
presentation board which in a few weeks will 
be on regular display at the RE Resource 
table. 

 
 
Adult Education 
Programs 
 
All adult classes will meet in the Charter 
School Classroom and will begin at 11:00 
a.m. 
 
Book Group - will be expanding its session 
for the duration of the current book.    
 
Additional meeting dates include: May 3rd, 
May 10th and May 31st.   The April 12th 
meeting is cancelled. 
 
The current book is “The Bridge at the Edge 
of the World:  Capitalism, the Environment, 
and Crossing from Crisis to Sustainability” 
by James Gustave Speth.  
 
Theology Study Group - April 19th, The 
Seven Principles Revisited. 
 
Movie/Media Group - April 26th, Heat 
(rescheduled from 3/22). 
 
Seminar Series - currently on hold. 
 
 
 

Contact the DRE 
 
For more information on any of the above 
items, to sign-up for any group(s) or to make 
additional suggestions, please contact me at 
my e-mail address printed below.  In 
addition to e-mail and phone, I will be 
leaving a pad of paper on the Religious 

Education Resource table for your use 
to leave a comment or note for me, as it 
can often become hectic on Sundays 
when trying to connect with one 
another. 
 
 
Love and Light, 
 
Laura C. Tomsky 
Director of Religious Education 
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org    

 
 
 

      
 
 

Interesting Web Links 
 
UU World (Online) - www.uuworld.org 
 
The Peace Alliance (Campaign for US 
Department of Peace) - 
www.thepeacealliance.org 
 
ECO World (Technology & Nature in 
Harmony) - www.ecoworld.com 
 
Culture of Peace News Network (Global 
Movement for a Culture of Peace and Non-
Violence) - www.cpnn-usa.org 
 
US Library of Congress (Today in History) – 
www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.h
tml 
 
Ecology Fund (Click-to-Give Campaign) – 
www.ecologyfund.com/ecology/ 
ecology.html 
 
Welcome to the White House - 
www.whitehouse.gov 
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Building Committee 
Trip to UU Church in 
Peoria 
 
In an effort to understand what is required 
to build a church building for PCUUC, on 
January 17th, Rev. Elizabeth Harding, 
Mike Merritt, and Lynn Hepler drove down 
to Peoria to see a recently completed 
project. We visited the Universalist 
Unitarian Church of Peoria. This article is 
the second in our series of what we are 
learning about what it will take to build a 
building of our own. 
 
We met at the new church facility and 
were given a tour of their new building. 
The building is sited on 13 wooded acres 
on a ravine, and the land committee has 
restored some of the woodland and put in 
trails (We were all jealous).  The building, 
mowed areas and parking lot takes up two 
to three acres of the site.  They have 
parking for 100 cars, but they feel they 
should have planned for more parking to 
allow for growth. 
 
The features of the building they drew 
attention to were: 

·  The three wings of the building 
feed off of a central core, and are 
interconnected so it was very easy 
(and accessible) to go from the 
sanctuary to the fellowship hall or 
to the RE section. 

·  The entire building was on one 
floor. 

·  Each wing could be closed off; if 
the space were used for rentals, 
the rental party wouldn’t 
necessarily have access to the 
whole building. 

·  The RE area could be operated as 
a day care center and is 
segregated from the rest of the 
building. They noted you really 
have to plan for that kind of usage 
up front. 

·  RE had a variety of classrooms 
with bathrooms easily accessible.  
Some of the bathrooms were 
directly in the classrooms – 
particularly the nursery.  The 
classrooms all fed into a large 
open space they could use for 
games and gathering all the RE 
classes together. 

·  They don’t have a mortgage!  It’s 
all paid off. 

 
The process took four years from the time 
the decision was made to sell the old 
building and facilities until they were in 
their new facility.  The decision was 
pushed along by the hospital, located on 
the next lot, with continuing overtures 
about buying the land.  The church 
building committee emphasized the 
importance of transparency in their 
processes as they proceeded, since this 
was an emotional decision for the 
congregants.   They had been in their old 
church since the early 1900’s. 
 
The long range planning committee and 
building committee worked with the 
congregation on determining their needs. 
The building committee had liaisons to 
each of the congregation’s subcommittees 
to make sure each group had the ear of 
the building committee.  Through surveys 
they identified their needs -- for their 
current activities as well as what they 
thought they might need for growth.  They 
decided what kind of church they wanted 
to be and decided they wanted to remain 
in Peoria proper and not be a suburban 
church.  Survey results were distributed to 
the membership. 
 
They worked with an architect to 
determine what kind of footprint the 
desired facility would have and what a 
remodel of their old facility would look like.  
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In this phase they also got a rough budget 
together for six options.  Three options 
were focused on staying in their old 
building and remodeling.  A real estate 
search revealed that no extant facility 
would meet their needs, so three options 
focused on moving to a new site and 
building new facilities. 
 
All options were brought to the 
congregation for a long meeting and a 
vote.  The congregants were given time to 
examine the options in advance and come 
to the meeting with questions.  After a 
review of the various options, the 
congregation conducted a round of 
elimination voting.  In each round of 
voting, the option with the least votes was 
eliminated from the mix, and a new vote 
was taken until they came up with the final 
option.  An important point the minster 
made was that they lost some members 
even though the process was designed to 
let all people have as much input as 
possible. This is a tough project. However, 
they are still a strong and robust 
congregation and have grown since the 
building was completed.  
 
From the very beginning they were 
working with an architect. They originally 
felt the money form the old building would 
be enough but, once underway, they 
found the architect underestimated the 
cost significantly.  The total project ended 
up being about $4 million, which included 
$220,000 for the restoration of their organ 
and $90,000 for the refurbishment of their 
stained glass (lovely windows taken from 
the old building). The result was that they 
presented a variety of floor plans to the 
congregation that would be within budget 
and rounds of voting determined the final 
footprint of the facility.   
 
A subcommittee of the building committee 
– the aesthetics committee – worked to 
come up with the interior appointments: 
color schemes, bulletin board location 
(apparently this was a hot topic of 
conversation), carpets and interior details. 
 

They were pleased with the process they 
used.  It built consensus on the building 
committee before taking options to the 
congregation.  The committee members 
may not have gotten precisely what they 
wanted, but the agreed that they could live 
with the alternatives the committee 
devised.  The decision-making process 
was entirely transparent.    
 
They moved into this building three years 
ago after selling their old property – a 
church and a house next door to the 
church – to the local hospital that wanted 
to expand.  The sale of their old property 
netted about $3.5 million and they fund 
conducted a capital campaign to raise the 
$500,000 necessary to complete the 
building project in four months.  They 
indicated the project was challenging but 
made easier by having money!!! 
 
The capital money raised by the funds 
drive was due in installments over three 
years.  Based on the capital drive, they 
got a loan to complete the project. Various 
acknowledgements were available to 
donors commensurate with their giving 
level (names on plaques and the like). 
 
In all, the process worked well for them 
and they have a beautiful building to 
worship in. They had some things going 
for them, most notably, a significant base 
of money to work with. They also had a 
common vision and a goal. The results are 
outstanding.  
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Covenant Groups 
 
Prairie Women’s Covenant Group   
The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant 
group meets twice each month on the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied, but 
some examples include spirituality, voluntary 
simplicity, body image and personal growth. 
New members are always welcome!  
Contact DRE Laura Tomsky for more 
details: re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
New Covenant Groups 
A covenant group is a small group that 
meets to discuss topics of interest and 
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in 
starting a new covenant group? Contact 
Director of Religious Education Laura 
Tomsky for more details: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 

Mother - Daughter Group 
 
Would you and your daughter be interested 
in being part of a mother-daughter group? 
There are currently three mothers who have 
daughters in first and second grade who 
make up a wonderful group based on the 
 
 

         
 
 
book, The Mother Daughter Project. Mothers 
meet together monthly for adult discussion, 

as well as meeting as a larger Mom-
Daughter group. We plan to continue 
meeting over the years to enjoy being 
together, to support each other, and to 
strengthen our bonds throughout the 
developing years. Please contact Joyce 
DeWitt at joycendoug@juno.com if you are 
interested in joining us. 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

From the Treasurer 
 
 
Thanks to all who helped make our 
fundraiser party a great success.  Although 
all expenses are not yet in, we are 
estimating that we will make about 20% 
more money for the congregation than we 
did last year!  These great results are 
especially noteworthy given that we had to 
pay to rent the barn (what a lovely setting it 
was!) and other expenses were higher as 
well.  There were many workers and 
anonymous financial donors behind the 
scenes that made it all happen.  We owe 
each of you great thanks. 
 
Our pledge drive will be coming to a close in 
the next few weeks.  Please be sure to fill 
out your pledge form and give it to me, put it 
in a collection basket at church or send it to 
our post office box.  Thanks for all you do for 
the congregation! 
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Our Wider Community 
 

Central Midwest District 
Assembly 
 
The Central Midwest District Assembly will 
be held from Friday, April 24 through 
Sunday, April 26 in Waukesha, Wisconsin at 
the Milwaukee West Marriot Hotel.  For 
details, visit: 
 http://www.cmwd-uua.org/content/ 
and click the “District Assembly" link.  Call or 
e-mail Inge Crowley if you would like to form 
a car pool. 
 
 

�����  
 

 
Unitarian Universalist 
Association General  
Assembly  
 
The UUA General Assembly (GA) will be 
held in Salt Lake City, Utah, from June 24 
through June 28.  GA is the annual meeting 
of the Unitarian Universalist Association of 
Congregations and it makes overall policy 
for carrying out the purposes of the 
Association.   For more information, go to:  
http://www.uua.org/events/GeneralAssembly 
 

 
UU-UNO Spring Seminar 
 
Registration is now open for the Unitarian 
Universalist United Nations Office 2009 
Intergenerational Spring Seminar in New 

York City from April 16th through 18th. The 
seminar "All in the Name of Faith: Rights, 
Religion and Responsibility" will explore the 
role religion plays in our global fight for 
Human Rights. Come to hear excellent 
speakers. Leave empowered with tools to 
create substantive change in your 
communities. Email springseminar@uu-
uno.org for registration information. 
 
 
 

 

 
Come to this Sacred 
Place: Exploring Gender, 
Spirituality, Religion & 
Myth 
 
The Women’s Center at the College of Lake 
County is sponsoring a conference on 
Thursday and Friday, April 16th & 17th at 
their Grayslake Campus which will “aim to 
engage its presenters and participants in a 
conversation about gender identity and the 
broad category of religious belief and 
practice.”  Dr. Rev. Clare Butterfield, 
PCUUC’s past regular visiting minister, will 
be the Thursday keynote speaker.  Patrick 
Gonder, PCUUC member, will be one of the 
Friday keynote speakers.  Teresa 
Aguinaldo, PCUUC member & the organizer 
of the conference, is offering PCUUC 
members a discounted rate of ½ the general 
admission fee.  For more information about 
the conference, go to: 
http://www.clcillinois.edu/frameset.asp?url=h
ttp://yyz.clcillinois.edu/womenscenter/. 
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UU Church of Niagara 
Summer Get-Away 
 
Join UUs from around the country in Niagara 
Falls, July 19-22, 2009.  Come experience 
the wonder of Niagara Falls including some 
great educational opportunities while being 
taken care of like royalty.  The UU Church of 
Niagara is conducting a four-day UU 
Niagara Experience which is a lifetime 
opportunity to encounter the falls up close 
from every perspective.  Spend four days 
with us exploring the rich history and natural 
beauty around the falls.  For information visit 
our website: http://www.uunex.net/. 

 
 
Bayside UU Family Camp 
 
Bayside UU Family Camp is taking 
reservations for July 12 - 18, 2009.  Bayside 
is a small (65 to 85-person) family summer 
camp held at the Wesley Woods Conference 
Center in Williams Bay, WI, each year 
during the third week of July.  We offer 
morning worship and workshops for adults 
and age-appropriate day camp for kids, 
afternoon family time activities including 
swimming, hiking, art, and napping, and 
evening intergenerational activities.  Visit 
their website at: 
www.yahoodrummers.com/bayside for more 
information. 

 
 

Anti-Racist Training 
Program 
 
In August of 2009, Catalyst Project will be 
offering The Anne Braden Anti-Racist 
Training Program for White Social Justice 
Activists. This 4-month political education 
and leadership development program is 
designed to support the vision, strategy, and 
organizing skills of white activists in 
becoming accountable, principled anti-racist 
organizers building multiracial movements 
for justice.  The program is held in San 
Francisco, CA for 4 months (August 8th 
through December 12th) with a 15 
hours/week commitment.  The cost is $400-
$800 with a sliding scale based on income.  
Applications are available on their website: 
www.collectiveliberation.org. 
 
 
 

         
  
 
 

NSUC Art Fair on April 
25th & 26th 
 
NSUC will hold its 40th annual juried Art Fair 
on Saturday and Sunday, April 25 and 26.  
The participating artists and artisans have 
been selected, all 68 of them, and plans are 
well underway for all other weekend 
activities which include:  the Artists' Palette 
Café, live entertainment, an Art Raffle, the 
Joy Hodgen Children's Art Workshop, and 
free babysitting.  Join us!
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Final Notes 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
All submissions for the May 2009 newsletter are due by the end of the 
day on April 25 .  The newsletter will be distributed at the beginning of 
May. Please send submissions as attachments to Andrea Mills, 
PCUUC’s Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org. Thanks!  
 
To Discontinue Receiving the Newsletter by Email: 
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include 
your name and email address in your request. Thanks. 

 
 

   Visit PCUUC on the Internet at  
   http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org! 
 

 
 
 
 

List of Key PCUUC Contacts 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Harding Consulting Minister Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Bruce Moon Board President                                President@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Steve King            Vice President                                   VP@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Teresa Aguinaldo    Secretary Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Mark Wilson Treasurer                                           Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Lynn Hepler Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Wayne Stone Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Andrea Mills                Administrator                                    Office@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Laura Tomsky          Director of Religious Education                                    RE@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Joyce DeWitt          Choir Director / Music Committee     Music@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Jim Cubit Worship Committee Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laura Tomsky            RE Committee                                   Recommittee@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Janice Simpson      Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Inge Crowley          Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Rich Fendrych    Membership / Publicity Committee                    Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Michael Merritt       Planning Committee                          Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org  
TBD Nominating Committee                       Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Teresa Aguinaldo Hospitality Committee Contact Social_events@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Caring Committee Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sara May Webmaster Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org  
 

  


