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Minister’s Message 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
Congratulations are in order for our Stone 
Soup volunteers and organizers! Together, 
we raised over 10,000 dollars for our 
congregation and 10% of that will go to the 
social service organizations we support. It is 
truly a hard-won miracle, in these tough 
economic times, to find out that we are 
ready to grow and change financially on this 
level. We thanked Jan and Dayle publicly at 
church and they in turn said thank you to 
over sixty people who stepped forward with 
their time, talent and treasure.  
 
As we go into our pledge drive, we will be 
engaging in many open conversations about 
our finances. It is the marker of a healthy 
congregation that, as we find different ways 
to minister to each other with stewardship, 
we will speak the truth in love. It will be once 
again a blessing to see the generosity of this 
congregation help us blossom into a 
congregation that thrives on achieving its 
goals. 
 
I am grateful for all the good feedback from 
the survey and the congregational 
conversation on March 14th about my 
ministry.  The feedback, both positive and 
constructive, was helpful as I continue to 
work with you as your half-time consulting 
minister. In this edition of our newsletter, the 
Committee on Ministry has shared an article 
talking about what will be the next steps in 
this process. If you have questions or 
comments, I invite you to share them with 
the COM and I. We are grateful for your 
direct feedback of all kinds. The work of 
ministry is something we share and I am 
grateful for the ongoing experience with all 
of you.  
 
Spring is nearly here; the growing flowers 
and budding trees call us into a spirit of 

anticipation for whatever the new season 
may bring us. I am mindful that there are 
many transitions in the life of our 
congregation as many people are 
experiencing health transitions and some 
losses. It is also a blessing to see the 
members of the congregation step up and 
provide pastoral care with grace and love. A 
reminder: if you are experiencing a life 
change or need some assistance, please 
call me, or Jan Kirch, so that we can talk 
with you and work to figure out the best 
solution. In addition, we are beginning to 
plan for a child dedication service, so if you 
have a child you’d like to have dedicated, I 
would be happy to help plan a service. I am 
always available to make a date with each of 
you for pastoral care, too. 
 
Spring is a time of transition and wonder; 
once again, we watch the trees and flowers 
remind us that there is a reason we wait, 
with baited breath, through fall and winter. I 
hope that each of you finds spring in your 
heart as we wait through the changing 
Midwest weather 
 
Blessings on your head, heart and hands as 
we continue the work of ministry to and with 
each other!  
 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
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Upcoming Services  
 
April 4  
Easter Sunday 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
Easter is upon us and with it comes many 
mixed feelings about what Easter means for 
Unitarian Universalists.  Let’s explore 
another layer of the renewal of life in the 
Christian tradition. 
  
The PCUUC Choir will be singing. 
  
April 11 
Love, Spirit, Church 
Joe Cherry 
 
Examine the phrase "Love is the Spirit of 
this Church" with our guest speaker, Joe 
Cherry. What do these often used words 
mean in Unitarian Universalist 
congregations?  How long have we been 
using language similar to "Love is the 
doctrine of this church"?  And finally, what in 
the history of Universalism and Unitarianism 
helps to make us the free church we are 
today? 
 
April 18th  
Earth Day Service 
 
We will be celebrating Earth Day with an 
intergenerational service. Come explore the 
natural world from a healthy sustainable 
viewpoint -- aided and abetted by the 
children in our community. 
 
 

 

Our Caring Circle  
 
Caring thoughts and prayers are extended 
to Leo Waslo who is home following surgery. 
We extend our healing thoughts and prayers 
to Carol Niec who has been experiencing 
back problems and to Fred O'Donnell who is 
recovering from recent pace-maker surgery.  
We hold the cares and concerns of 
members Ralph & Jaime Churchill and Chris 
& Dayle Kozlowski whose friends have been 
experiencing challenging wellness 
situations. 
  

Wishes of joy and happiness are extended 
to our entire congregation for participating in 
an extremely successful Stone Soup Auction 
Fundraiser. 
 

Let us each be filled with the Joys & 
Sorrows of our PCUUC family. 

 
If you have a joy or concern to be published, 
contact the Caring Committee: 
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 

Prairie Pathways 
Campaign 

 
Our church community is 
composed of none other than 
ourselves; its vitality is our 
vitality; its resources are our 
own; its worth is composed of 
what we give to it.  We give to it 
that which we can give, in all the 
ways we can.  We are the 
Church, and our support is its 
life. 

 
We have come to the time of year when we 
all take a moment to reflect on what PCUUC 
means to us and renew our financial 
commitment that we make as members.   
 
This year we have named our pledge 
campaign Prairie Pathways.  The idea 
behind this name is that PCUUC is the path 
we have all chosen to walk along together to 
explore and apply our seven principles, and 
continue our religious journeys.   
 
As we begin to think about our commitment 
to PCUUC, let us think of commitment in the 
larger context of stewardship rather than the 
narrower view of fundraising.  While it is 
important that we raise funds to keep our 
church community running, it is equally 
important that we understand our role as 
stewards of the church community. 
 
Let us take the view that stewardship is a 
spiritual act.  These spiritual acts include the 
joyful sharing of time, talent and money, the 
willingness to support our congregation’s 
mission and the willingness to take up 
volunteer efforts to support our 
congregational life and growth. 
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In this context, stewardship encompasses a 
much broader definition than simply giving 
money.  Stewardship becomes the growing, 
nurturing, promoting, building and expanding 
of our spiritual journey by way of our church 
community. 
 
As you approach your financial contribution 
to PCUUC this year, think through why you 
are giving.  Think through what you are 
giving in all the ways you can.   
 
In a seminar in 1998, Stephen Gray, the 
Indiana Kentucky Conference Minister for 
the United Church of Christ said: 
 
“All we have is just on loan.  Whether it is 
our next breath, the food we eat, what is in 
our pocketbooks; it is on loan and we cannot 
take it with us when we go.  We have the 
opportunity to use these resources to help 
care for others and those less fortunate than 
ourselves as a sign of gratitude, and the 
essential question is not how much we can 
afford to give, but how much we can afford 
to keep.” 
 
Why do we give? 
 
Out of a sense of gratitude.   Giving can be 
a way of saying thanks for the gifts that have 
been bestowed upon us.  We give because 
we acknowledge that we are fortunate to 
have already received many gifts.  Giving 
can feel like an act of worship, a celebration 
for abundance. 
 
To add meaning to our lives. 
There is really nothing bad about feeling 
good.  Giving is truly one of the great joys of 
life.  Giving provides a depth of purpose that 
peels away several layers of our day-to-day 
superficiality.  Giving takes us away from 
navel gazing and helps us to focus beyond 
our physical boundaries. 
 
Because we like to help people. 
We are, by nature, predisposed to be 
helpful.  If we believe in the case that is 
being made, we will be motivated by the 
benefit that others will receive from our gifts. 
 
In response to the people we trust.  
The most spiritual stewardship is relational 
and personal rather than institutional.  We 
give our gifts, call and spiritual vocation to 

people we admire, to people who have a 
high level of integrity.  We will give a 
financial gift, for example, to someone who 
we believe has given a meaningful gift of 
their own.  This implies, of course, that 
people cannot ask us to give something 
before they have given abundantly of their 
gifts, call and spiritual vocation. 
 
Because we believe in the organization’s 
mission. 
When we are passionately connected to our 
faith community, we readily give of 
ourselves.  Even if we are not closely 
attached to our congregation, we will give if 
a strong mission-driven case is presented to 
us. 
 
Because someone asks. 
It should not be surprising that many of us 
find it hard to ask others for gifts, call and 
spiritual vocation.  But we often give willingly 
to someone who musters the courage to 
ask.   
 
As we head into planning for the next church 
year we are asking that you reaffirm your 
commitment to our church community in all 
the ways you can.   
 
How much time and what talent can you 
share with our community?  How much 
money can you contribute to our 
community?  How will you support our 
church mission and what volunteer activities 
will you take up in support of our 
congregational life and growth?  Begin to 
work through these questions for yourself 
and then, over the next few months, set 
about acting on your answers. 
 
We are planning on regular communication 
with you over the next several weeks.  In 
this series of communications, we are 
hoping to paint a picture that allows you to 
make the best decision for yourself in 
regards to your financial commitment to 
PCUUC.  Some areas we will focus on are: 
how much church costs per person, what 
our budget looks like and how it breaks 
down into the different categories of 
expenses, what our past giving campaigns 
have yielded and how giving has been 
distributed, our goals for the upcoming year 
(including the BHAGS we have been 
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discussing) and all of the different ways you 
can contribute financially. 
 
Please feel free to reach out and open a 
dialogue of your own with your fellow 
congregants.  Stewardship and giving are 
vital to our sustainability as a community. 
Discussing our community’s health and 
welfare is not taboo, it is good stewardship. 
We should all be available to discuss all the 
ways to give.     
 
Thank you and talk to you soon, 
 
Dayle Kozlowski and Steve King 
Prairie Pathways Coordinators 
 
Source:  Beyond Fundraising, Wayne B. 
Clark, Boston MA, 2007, Unitarian 
Universalist Association of Congregations. 
 
 

Health Care and 
Counseling Resources  
  
The Caring Committee wishes to remind 
members that an updated list of Counseling 
Resources is now available.  Should you 
need a referral please contact: 
 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org 
(847-773-592-2809) 
 
Susan DeVillez, clinical social worker 
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org 
847-548-3602 
 
 

Worship and Wonder 
 
Speaker Ideas Needed 
 
The Worship Committee is continually 
looking for guest speakers to present at 
PCUUC.  Based on some of the ideas 
generated at the January 23rd All-Church 
Retreat, we are working to expand our 
network of guest speakers.  We need quality 
presenters with a relevant message to share 
with the PCUUC community, but we want to 
consider people from diverse backgrounds --
people who we may not think of immediately 
as "preachers" per se.  Just a few ideas for 

backgrounds that might make sense include: 
religious leaders and inspirational or 
motivational speakers, as well as experts in 
religious studies, anthropology, 
environmental studies, philosophy, 
psychology, social sciences and nonprofit 
organizations.  If you know of anyone who 
might be appreciated by the PCUUC 
community as a guest speaker, please 
contact Tonia Becker VerShaw at: 
tbecker@putman.net. 
 
 

       
 
 
Chancel Decoration Procedure 
 
To allow our community to celebrate and 
honor a special person or event in their life, 
the Worship Committee, Caring Committee 
and Reverend Harding have developed a 
Chancel Decoration Procedure. 
 
When a member of the congregation would 
like to commemorate or honor a person or 
event by purchasing flowers to decorate the 
chancel, they should send and e-mail to:  
 
flowers-worship@pcuuc.org 
 
This email address will go to a designated 
member of the Worship Committee and a 
designated member of the Caring 
Committee. The Worship Committee 
member is then responsible for contacting 
the Administrator to put a listing in the Order 
of Service.  The Caring Committee member 
is responsible for collecting the information 
about the member and who the flowers are 
dedicated to and putting that information in 
the next month’s newsletter.  
 
The member of the congregation is 
responsible for bringing the flowers on the 
Sunday chosen by the member. The 
Worship Committee member is responsible 
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for communicating the chosen week to the 
Service Leader and Coordinator so that, 
during set-up, the Service Leader may assist 
the member in placing them in an area 
where the flowers are visible to the 
community.  The Caring Committee member 
is responsible for a follow-up with the 
member who chose flowers and making an 
offer of caring (sending a card, phone call) 
towards that member if the member 
indicates a recent loss. 
 
Once the worship service is over, the 
Service Leader and the member who chose 
the flowers is responsible for deciding who 
will care for the flowers after the service. 
 
 

            
            
 

Circle Dinners  
 
During the remainder of the 2009/2010 
church year, there will be Circle Dinners on 
April 10 and June 12, 2010.  These will be 
small group dinners in PCUUC members’ 
homes in groups of approximately 8 - 12 
people.  When you sign up, please indicate 
whether or not you would be willing to host 
one of the dinners.  To sign up, please 
contact Sally Merritt at:  
merrit69_99@yahoo.com. 
     
 

Stone Soup on the Prairie 
 
Short Story 
 
The Stone Soup Auction and Dinner was a 
smashing success.  Thank you to our entire 
community.  Together we raised more than 
$10, 000.   
 
The Real Story 
 
One day about 5 months ago, two weary 
fundraisers came to church. 

The fundraisers talked to the church people 
and said “Our bank account is low and we 
are planning for the next church year.  Can 
you help?” 
 

     
 
The church people were not sure of these 
odd looking fundraisers and their lofty 
goals….and so they stood back and thought 
about helping. 
Meanwhile, the fundraisers set a kickoff 
meeting and invited the church people. 
The kick off meeting was a site to see! 
The restaurant lady came with her kitchen 
staff and her bakery crew.   
She brought her dishwashers and the 
busboys and girls. 
The tavern keepers came with their crew. 
The church solicitor came with his wife. 
The accountant showed up with all of his 
employees. 
The minstrels and jesters showed up. 
The news reporters and sign makers came.   
The church craft lady came and so did the 
sound engineer and childcare lady. 
Oh you would not believe this meeting! 
The fundraisers explained their vision and 
laid out a plan. 
And picked a date. 
And asked for help. 
And the most amazing thing happened. 
The church became a very busy place. 
People were working all around town, 
everyday to make the vision a reality.  As 
the day approached, and the vision was 
coming together, the fundraisers began 
counting their helpers.  They stopped when 
they reached the number sixty and realized 
that all of the church’s people were doing 
something for their fundraiser. 
It warmed their hearts and made them love 
the church even more. 
On the day of the event, they set several 
tables and more than 20 chefs brought food 
to share. 
The brew masters brought beer. 
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The town businesses and many of the 
church people brought items, services, and 
events to sell. 
And together they feasted. 
They feasted on food. 
And friendship. 
And the reality that together they had made 
a very special something out of nothing. 
As the evening wound down and the soup 
pots were low, the accountants started to 
get excited.  The cashboxes were full and 
the items and services were all gone. 
And when they finished their work they were 
happy to report to the two weary 
fundraisers…. 
How a little church…  
With a big dream… 
Made more than $10, 000, shared more 
than 20 soups, and made memories that 
would carry them through the next year. 
The fundraisers knew the people would 
remember, for some time to come, that all of 
the hard work and planning were worth.  
Their church was special. 
And they all love it a great deal.  
And they knew, for sure, they would share 
many more bowls of soup. 
And work through periods of great fun as 
well as periods of great difficulty. 
But they knew most of all, it would all work 
out because … 
If everyone does a little, then no one would 
ever have to do a lot. 
For they had shared stone soup. 
They had experienced the potential of each 
other. 
And their community as a whole. 
They knew in their hearts their church would 
blossom and people would come from miles 
around to sit at the next table they set 
together. 
 
Thank you to all of the church’s people! 
Thank you to all of the church’s young 
people:   Emily Samson, Imani Griffin, 
Khaleel Griffin, Quinn McKenzie, Yasmeen 
Johnson, Jessica Immerman. 
 
 

Merchant Thank You 
 
Thank you to the following businesses for 
supporting our Stone Soup Auction: 
 
Arcadia Lodge 

Ashley Alwin Salon 
Byron Colby Barn 
Cheesecake Factory 
Comfort Suites 
Dover Straits 
EarthWild Gardens 
Egg Harbor Café 
Emil's Tavern on Center 
Family Fishery 
Firkin and Pheasant 
Flowerama 
Gale Street Inn 
Gold Eagle Liquors 
Grandma V's 
Hiedi's Bakery 
How Impressive 
James Lumber Center 
Jeremycahnmann.com 
Kaiser’s Pizza 
Kawa Japanese Restaurant  
Lake Forest Symphony 
Lambs arm 
Landmark Century Centre Cinema  
Las Palmas  
Liberty Restaurant 
Libertyville Civic Center 
Lovin' Oven Cakery 
Marriott Lincolnshire Theater 
Murphy's Health Foods & Juice Bar 
Nancy's Kneads 
Neil Estrick Gallery 
P, M & L Theatre 
Park Avenue Hair Salon 
Park Place Car Wash 
Prairie Fiber Arts 
Rocco Ranalli's Italian Restaurant 
Rudy's Mexican Grill 
Ryck Tech 
SAP Inc. 
Shoreline Dance Club 
Someone's in the Kitchen 
Steppenwolf Theater Company  
Suburban Sealcoating & Snowplowing 
Sunset Foods 
Tacos El Norte 
Tang's Chinese Restaurant  
The Picnic Basket  
Trattoria Pomigliano 
Wine Knows 
Woodman's Markets 
YMCA Family Camp Nawakwa 
 
If you find yourself in one of these 
businesses, please let them know you are 
from PCUUC and that their contribution 
made a difference. 
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Social Action News  
 
PADS 
 
PCUUC will serve a meal to the PADS 
clients on April 18th at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Family Center in Waukegan.  Lead person 
will be Inge Crowley.  Cooks and servers are 
needed.  Inge will have a sign-up sheet on 
the Social Action table or contact her 
at ingecrowley@yahoo.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
Outdoor Support Project 
 
Volunteers are needed for the Forest 
Preserve Annual Plant Sale on Saturday, 
May 8, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and on 
Sunday, May 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., The event is being held at 
Independence Grove in Libertyville.  Please 
see the Social Action Table for a description 
of the various jobs that will be available.  
Lynn Hepler is in charge of the event.  Lynn 
would like anyone that is a teen or older (or 
parents with tweens) to contact her 
at sunprairie1@Gmail.com.  Janice 
Simpson and several other PCUUC 
members participated last year and it turned 
out to be a lot of FUN and a great learning 
activity! 
 
Avon Food Pantry and Adopt-a-Family 
 
A big “Thank you” to all PCUUC members 
and friends who contributed to these 
charities in the past two months. Your 
donation made a difference in many 

people’s lives. Please check out the 
thermometer on the Social Action table to 
see how it has grown! 
 
 

UUSC Update 
 
Haitian Response Continues 
 
As of March 5th, the UUSC/UUA Joint Haiti 
Earthquake Relief Fund has raised over 
$1.6 million.  For further information, contact 
the UUSC website.  March 11th through 
19th, two UUSC partners were in Haiti to 
further the work in the camps and assist with 
trauma response plans for individual 
recoveries.  Local groups learn techniques 
for making bio-mass charcoal and 
harvesting water.  These are essential 
activities in food security and providing a 
resilient and sustainable environment. 
 
Justice Sunday 
 
Justice Sunday is March 28.  This spring, 
congregations across the country are joining 
hands to help revitalize the economy and 
further economic justice.  At 4:00 p.m. 
(EDT), on March 28th community get-
togethers will be held at members' homes.  
There will be a conference call by way of 
www.uusc.org/get_together.  Steven 
Greenhouse (New York Times reporter) will 
discuss his recent book, “The Big Squeeze, 
Tough Times for the American Worker”. 
 
Water is a Human Right 
 
UUSC workers study efforts to provide 
access to safe, sufficient, affordable water 
by visits to Ecuador.  In 2008, Ecuador 
passed a constitution including water as a 
human right.  Workers have been studying 
the furthering of this right in other areas as 
well.  There will be two new experiential 
learning trips coming up.  These are building 
houses in Minnesota prior to 2010 General 
Assembly (check the website) and the 
annual 2010 Civil Rights Journey.  
Contact volunteerservices@uusc.org. 
  
Uganda Partner Comes to U.S. 
 
Jackie OKanga, the UUSC consultant in the 
work helping people return home after a 
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brutal 20 year civil war there, will be visiting 
New England, New York, Dallas and 
Washington DC March 11-30.  For more 
information, email volunteerservices@uusc.
org. 
 
 

Prairie Pennies Update 
 
Prairie Pennies is really beginning to take 
root in our community.  Thank you to all who 
have taken a chance and experimented with 
where Prairie Pennies fits into your daily life.  
As of March 21st, we raised $126.62.  The 
grand total as of November, when we 
launched Prairie Pennies, is $1079.00.   
 
We are happy to report that we have 
reached the 20 new Prairie Pennies 
participants goal and we had two new 
Prairie Pennies participants this month.  
Thank you and welcome to Prairie Pennies! 
If you have not tried Prairie Pennies, talk to 
the people who are participating and learn a 
little about how they utilize the program.  
You might be surprised to see how many 
ways Prairie Pennies can fit into your 
existing spending.  That way, you donate to 
the church without spending extra.   
 
Please try Prairie Pennies out at least one 
time.  It really makes a difference. 
 
 

        
 

Covenant Groups  
 
A covenant group is a small group that 
meets to discuss topics of interest and 
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in 
starting a new covenant group? Contact 
Director of Religious Education Laura 
Tomsky for more details: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
Mother/Daughter Group  

There has been interest in forming a 
mother/daughter based on the book “The 
Mother/Daughter Project: How Mothers and 
Daughters Can Band Together Beat the 
Odds and Thrive Through Adolescence”.  
There will be an informational meeting on 
January 24 following the service.  Please 
RSVP to Laura Tomsky at: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
Father/Son Group 
If there is any interest in a Father/Son group, 
please contact Laura Tomsky at: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
Prairie Women’s Covenant Group   
The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant 
group meets twice each month on the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied. 
New members are always welcome! Contact 
DRE Laura Tomsky for more details: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 

Frogs – Willing to Live at 
Your House! 
 
Two handsome princes, believed to be cast 
under a spell by a disgruntled witch, are 
living out their lives as Albino African Claw 
Frogs.  These loving frogs are looking for a 
loving family while they wait for their 
required kiss from a princess.   
There are two frogs perfect for kids and 
easy to care for: feed daily, change water 
weekly. They are four years old and should 
live another ten years or so. This offer 
includes: tank, cleaning supplies, food, care 
instructions, etc. 
 
If you are willing and able to provide a loving 
home please contact: 
 
Susan Swartz  
200 S. Deerpath Dr.  
Vernon Hills, IL 60061  
847-573-8947  
susanmarieswartz@yahoo.com 
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Lifespan Religious Education 

 
What we vividly imagine, ardently desire, 

enthusiastically act upon, must inevitably come to pass. 
                                      

                                                        -  Colin P. Sisson 
 
 

Welcome Spring! 
 
There is an excitement in the air and a 
bounce in your step that only the arrival of 
Spring can give.   
 
In our Children’s Religious Education 
classes we have been exploring World 
Religions, with music, art, crafts and 
discussion.  Most recently, we celebrated 
the arrival of Spring by learning about the 
many customs and religious celebrations 
used to welcome Spring from around the 
world.   
 
No celebration is complete without food!  
During class we feasted on sun-shaped 
jello, disk cookies, berries and a special 
treat of Charoses – a Jewish Seder food 
consisting of a mixture of apples, cinnamon, 
raisins and juice. 
 
We look forward to many new adventures in 
the coming weeks as we begin to wrap up 
this year’s study of World Religions and 
work our way towards the exciting Social 
Action Summer program. 
 
 

       
 

03/28 – Christianity Revisited 
04/04 – Children’s Worship 
04/11 – Intergenerational Practice / PADs 
Project Assembly 
04/18 – Earth Day Intergenerational Service 
04/25 – Exploring the Amish & Mennonites 
 
All children age 3 and up are welcome to 
join us on Sunday’s during regular service.  
Supervised play is available in our nursery 
each week for children under three. 
 
 

5th - 8th Graders: Join 
PCPTSA 
 
Prairie Circle Pre/Teens for Social Action 
(PCPTSA) meets monthly during regular 
services on the first Sunday of every 
month. 
 
With the PCPTSA special (and well 
received) service behind us, we will be 
focusing our efforts wrapping up a few 
social action projects including 
assembling personal care packages for 
the PADS program.   
 
A special thank you to all those who 
donated to this project.  We will be 
keeping the collection basket available 
each week at service for donations of 
sample size shampoos, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, mouthwash and the like, as 
well as monetary donations to buy 
additional supplies for this social action 
project.  Please drop your donations in 
the marked basket at the Welcome table 
each Sunday.  
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RE Committee 
 
The RE Committee is currently seeking 
new members that are interested in 
helping to set the direction and ensure 
the success of future religious education 
programs for adults and children.  The 
Religious Education Committee meets in 
the evening on the third Monday of the 
month.  No experience necessary. All are 
welcome.  For information, please contact 
Laura Franz at: 
 
RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 

Adult Education and 
Groups 
 
Men’s Group 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  
Please contact Laura Tomsky for more 
information. 
 
Book Group 
Karen Armstrong's “The Case for God” 
Moving from the Paleolithic age to the 
present, Karen Armstrong details the great 
lengths to which humankind has gone in 
order to experience a sacred reality that it 
called by many names such as God, 
Brahman, Nirvana, Allah or Dao.  Focusing 
especially on Christianity but including 
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Chinese spiritualities, Armstrong examines 
the diminished impulse toward religion in our 
own time when a significant number of 
people either want nothing to do with God or 
question the efficacy of faith. Why has God 
become unbelievable? Why is it that atheists 
and theists alike now think and speak about 
God in a way that veers so profoundly from 
the thinking of our ancestors? 

                  
 
Answering these questions with the same 
depth of knowledge and profound insight 

that have marked all her acclaimed books, 
Armstrong makes clear how the changing 
face of the world has necessarily changed 
the importance of religion at both the 
societal and the individual level. And she 
makes a powerful, convincing argument for 
drawing on the insights of the past in order 
to build a faith that speaks to the needs of 
our dangerously polarized age.  Yet she 
cautions us that religion was never 
supposed to provide answers that lie within 
the competence of human reason; that, she 
says, is the role of logos. The task of religion 
is “to help us live creatively, peacefully and 
even joyously with realities for which there 
are no easy explanations.” 
 
If interested in joining the book discussion 
group and/or ordering a book please contact 
Laura at 874-871-7049 or: 
re@prariecircleuuc.org 
 
 
Adult Education Sunday  
Meets on 3rd Sunday of month at 10:45 
following regular service 
 
April 18 th – Exploring Amish & Mennonite 
Beliefs: Come join us to discover just how 
much we have in common. 
May 23rd – Articulating Your UU Faith: If you 
have ever struggled in the explanation of 
your UU beliefs, this class is for you! 
June 20 th  – Healing Our Soil: The wonder of 
organic worm farms. 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, if you have any questions, 
concerns or suggestions regarding our 
religious education programming, please 
feel free to contact me directly or any 
member of the RE Committee. 
 
In Love, Light and Learning, 
 
Laura C. Tomsky 
Director of Religious Education 
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Our Wider Community 
 
               

                   
 

2010 General Assembly 
Registration Began 
March 1st 
 
This year’s UUA General Assembly will be 
held close to home in Minneapolis from June 
23rd -27th.  Join thousands of Unitarian 
Universalists from across the United States 
for the 2010 General Assembly (GA) in 
Minneapolis.  You’ll experience wonderful 
and uplifting worship services -- morning 
and night -- led by some of our best worship 
leaders with glorious music and inspiring 
messages. Worshipping together with 
thousands of fellow UUs at our Sunday 
Worship Service is an experience that 
should not be missed.  General Assembly is 
the way that our faith does business. Actions 
of social witness are passed at GA, 
elements that make up future policies are 
discussed… and YOU have a voice in the 
discussion.  You’ll hear terrific speakers. 
There will be hundreds of entertaining 
programs and informative workshops 
offering excellent support and learning for 
leaders in our congregations. You’ll be able 
to join the witness for our faith and values in 
moving and exciting ways.  For more 
information, visit the GA website at: 
www.uua.org/events/generalassembly 
 
 

Midwest Unitarian 
Universalist Summer 
Assembly (MUUSA) 
 
MUUSA is a fun, safe place for families of all 
kinds, for children, teens, young adults, 
singles, couples, and mature adults.  

 
 
MUUSA is a place for creativity, friendship, 
learning, relaxing and sharing time together. 
MUUSA takes place from July 4th to July 
10th, 2010 in Lake of the Ozarks, YMCA 
Trout Lodge, Potosi, MO.  Please 
visit www.MUUSA.org for more information 
and to download a full brochure and a 
description of this wonderful week -- the 
easiest vacation you'll ever take! 
 
 

Women’s Friendship 
Breakfast Welcomes 
Reverend Harding!  
 
North Shore Unitarian Church will be holding 
their next Women’s Friendship Breakfast on 
Saturday, April 17th, 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.   
The guest speaker will be your minister!  
Reverend Harding will share with us the 
uniquely Unitarian Universalist story of her 
journey from a UU childhood at 2nd 
Unitarian in Chicago to a career in social 
work to Meadville Lombard Theological 
School to her ministry here at PCUUC.  She 
will tell her story of a woman's challenges 
and adventures in the ministry using art and 
sacred objects.  Her presentation will include 
a question & answer session.  You may 
register by sending an e-mail to: 
bermanek@comcast.net. 
Admission is $7.00.
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Final Notes 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
All submissions for the May 2010 newsletter are due by the end of the 
day on April 25.   The newsletter will be posted on the website at the 
beginning of May. Please send submissions as attachments to Andrea 
Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at: office@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t he Publication of the Newsletter: 
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include 
your name and email address in your request. Thanks. 

 
 

   Visit PCUUC on the Internet at  
   http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org! 
 

 
 

List of PCUUC Contacts 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Harding Consulting Minister Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Steve King Board President                               President@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Teresa Aguinaldo            President  Elect                                 VP@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Susan Bellmore Secretary Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Mike Merritt Treasurer                                          Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Norine Fendrych Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Diana Fox Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Andrea Mills                Administrator                                    Office@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laura Tomsky          Director of Religious Education                                    RE@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Joyce DeWitt          Choir Director      Choir@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Mark Wilson, Scott Helmke Music Committee Music@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Tonia Becker-Vershaw Worship Committee Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laura Franz            RE Committee                                   RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Inge Crowley      Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Peg Fredrickson          Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Rich Fendrych    Membership/Publicity Committee                    Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org 
TBD Long Range Planning Committee                         Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laurie Cubit Nominating Committee                       Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Teresa Aguinaldo Hospitality Committee Social_events@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Caring Committee Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sally Merritt Committee on Ministry COM@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Fundraising Committee Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Dayle Kozlowski Fundraising Committee Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sara May Webmaster Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org 
 


