Notes from the Prairie

PRAIRIE CIRCLE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION

Minister’s Message

Hello! I am writing to you at the tail end of
my vacation and the beginning of my study
leave, which begins August 1%. Il be
available for meetings and visits, but will not
be at church until the 9". Study leave is a
time that ministers use to prepare for the
upcoming year and I'll be taking several
weeks at different times throughout this
year. During August, | will be meeting with
our staff, Laura Tomsky and Andrea Mills, to
set the calendar and plan our upcoming
services for the next church year. The
Worship Committee will also be having a
retreat to plan for our year together.

| am happy to say that my vacation included
moving to Gurnee; | am settling in and
getting used to living inland! My housemates
and | are enjoying our time together as well,
setting up house and getting used to each
others’ schedules. | will continue to be in
Chicago on Thursdays meeting with
colleagues and taking art classes. It will be a
good balance to try living closer to church
for our second year together.

The month of August, more than any other
time, is a big time for people to visit
churches; | know we will be looking closely
at membership and growth this year, as the
Board is enthusiastically exploring what it
means to be a church that is growing and
changing. | look forward to these continued
conversations as the Board and I think about
what goals will be most helpful to our
congregation. In conjunction with the
Board's new theme of growth, the
Committee on Ministry will be exploring what
it means to have a called minister during this
year. If you have comments, questions or
ideas about what it means to have a called
minister for yourself or your family, we
welcome hearing them as we talk with the
District, the UUA staff and amongst
ourselves. | will remain in a half-time
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consulting capacity as we explore this new
idea and look forward to our conversations
each Sunday and the other times that we
are together. A “called” minister is a
permanent, usually full-time, minister, which
is different than our current arrangement.

| remain available via phone and email if you
need to contact me during the month of
August and perhaps we’ll run into each other
as | navigate my new space. | hope the
summer has been restful for you and your
family and | look forward to hearing about
your summer adventures when we meet
next.

Blessings,
Rev. Elizabeth Harding

Please note:

Reverend Harding’s new address is:

2155 Greystem Circle, Apt. #304
Gurnee, IL 60031

Her phone number will stay the same:
773-592-2809

and her email will also stay the same:
minister@prairiecircleuuc.org.



Upcoming Services
August 9

Crossroads
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

Our congregation will be looking at growth
as our theme this year and how it affects all
of us. | have in mind all of our congregation
standing at a crossroads, and peering
across to see what will happen next, as we
study what growth means. Perhaps you've
had other moments when you've taken stock
of your life and wonder what will come next?
This Sunday we will look at ways to step
back and allow for that reflection.

August 16
Music Sunday

Enjoy a special Sunday with music from our
own Greater Choir and other performers.

August 23
Partnerships
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

One of the many elements of growth is
finding and figuring out the partnerships that
help us grow - and the ones that do not.
How do we discern what partnerships feed
our souls? What will we find this year as we
hold up our partnerships in our congregation
to the light? What elements of partnership
do we find moving or help us move forward?

caring Cj,

Healing wishes are being sent to Lynn
Hepler who is recovering from recent
surgery.

Our thoughts are with the friends and family
of Roberts Rogers, our Sunday pianist, who
recently passed away. A PCUUC memorial
and recognition of Roberta’s contributions to
our congregation is planned for the Fall.

Musical Notes

Everyone is welcome to sing! Don’t miss
the opportunity to sing this summer as part
of the Greater Choir. We'll be singing songs
right out of the hymnal in conjunction with
the Hymn Sing Service on Aug. 16. Last
summer’s turn out for the Greater Choir was
great, so don't be shy! There is no long term
obligation. Just come for as many of the
practices that you can make it to. The
remaining dates are Thursday evenings,
August 6 and August 13 from 7 — 9 p.m.
Come sing! Please contact Joyce DeWitt for
more information:
music@prairiecircleuuc.org

847-548-2276.

PCUUC is looking for a pianist  to fill our
open position. Ideally, this would include all
Sundays except one per month however,
fewer Sundays would be acceptable. The
position pays a flat rate of $60 per Sunday.

must be able to play hymns and
occasional choir accompaniment
must be able to provide at least
one solo piece per week for
Prelude, Offertory and/or
Postlude

optional - should be available to
periodically (and for additional
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pay) play for services outside the
church: memorial services,
weddings, vow renewals, etc.
applicant need not be Unitarian
Universalist to apply, but should
honor the values reflected in the
spiritual community and play
music accordingly

If you meet these requirements, please
email music@prairiecircleuuc.org to discuss
your playing and the best way to get in touch
with you for an interview.

We invite you to provide your musical
talent as special music for our services. If
you are interested in performing for church,
please contact Mark Wilson:
attymwilson@comcast.net.

All ages welcome.

From Our President

In the July newsletter Minister's Message,
Reverend Harding mentioned that the Board
has decided on "growth" as a relevant
theme for this church year. As Board
President, I'd like to take a moment to
comment on this theme and what it means.

In 2007, the church held an all-member
retreat and put together a long range plan.
While that plan covered many topics, there
was one thingthat stood out to me as
particularly critical. In putting together that
plan, the congregation essentially
acknowledged that it was and should evolve
from being a small church with a few
members to a medium-sized church with the
aim of eventually having between 100 and
150 members. Today we have roughly 86.

Along the way to 150 members, the plan
suggested that we would have three visible

milestones: (1) the hiring of a part-time
minister, (2) building or buying a permanent
church building and (3) calling a full-time
minister.

Of course, we have passed the first
milestone with the hiring of Rev. Harding.
However, to achieve our goal of a larger
church and to pass these other two
milestones, we will have to grow - which
brings us to this church year's theme.

Growth, to me, has two dimensions. One is
the practical - to grow we need more
members and more money. The other
dimension is spiritual - to grow we need
continued commitment to and involvement in
our community.

Rather than leave members, money,
commitment and involvement to chance, the
Board wants to explicitly lay plans to make
these things happen. Here are some of our
initial thoughts about how we can make
progress this year.

First, we want to make certain everyone in
the congregation knows that growth is a goal
for our church. Whether it is through notes
in our newsletter or announcements and
casual conversation at church, the Board
intends to keep this message in front of
everyone on a regular basis.

Second, the Board is asking that all
committees find a way to make the goal of
"growth" central to their mission and work.
For some committees, like Membership, this
is pretty easy to imagine. Perhaps, for
others, like the Nominating Committee, this
will be a stretch. But easy or hard, we will
need everyone's oar in the water rowing in
the same direction for PCUUC to achieve its
goals. The Board's own goal this year is to
create this alignment of purpose.

You will all be hearing more from me
throughout the year on these efforts. In the
meantime, | hope everyone thinks about
how, personally, you can contribute to the
growth of our church - inside or outside of
committee work. | know that | am personally
excited and quite enthusiastic about our
current place and potential. It is a wonderful
community, one worth sharing with plenty of
others.
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Bakers Square
Fundraiser

Our August Bakers Square Fundraiser Night
has been changed from August 30 to August
23 so as not to conflict with our Annual
Potluck Picnic. Members are asked to take
advantage of this fundraising opportunity on
Sunday, August 23, between 5 and 8 pm.
Be sure to tell the manager, Eric, that you
are a PCUUC member. PCUUC receives
10% of ALL of the Libertyville restaurant’s
sales on this day. If your schedule does not
permit you to eat at Bakers Square that
night, why not drop by for a delicious pie?

Sign Up for 2009/2010
Circle Dinners

During the 2009/2010 church year, there will
be Circle Dinners on:

October 10, 2009
January 9, 2010
April 10, 2010
June 12, 2010
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These will be small group dinners in PCUUC
members’ homes in groups of approximately
8 - 12 people. When you sign up, please
indicate whether or not you would be willing
to host one of the dinners. To sign up,
please contact Sally Merritt at:

merrit69 99@yahoo.com.

Family Forest Preserve

Picnic and Hike
Sunday, August 9
11:30 am — 1:30 pm

Families with children of all ages and
individuals are invited to Lakewood Forest
Preserve next Sunday, August 9, at 11:30
for a picnic and leisurely hike. Bring a picnic
lunch or pick up lunch on your way to the
preserve. We'll meet at the parking area of
Lakewood's Winter Sports Area, just south
of Rt.176 on the east side of Fairfield Road
(going south on Fairfield, you'll drive straight
through the Rt. 176 intersection; turn left into
Lakewood's Winter Sports Area). Bring a
blanket in case picnic tables are not
available here. After lunch, we'll embark on
our family hiking adventure. No sign up
necessary...just show up! Be sure to bring
sun block, bug spray, comfortable shoes
and extra water for the hike. Questions?
Contact Sara May at:
terry_sara@sbcglobal.net or 847-740-2253.
In case of rain, this event will be cancelled.



This year’s theme will be “Endless Summer”!
Eat, play and enjoy some great oldies with

your fellow members and guests. Sand
volleyball and fishing are nearby. Bratwurst,
hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

We'll be at Nippersink Forest Preserve in
Shelter D. The entrance to this forest
preserve is located on Rte. 120, just west of
Cedar Lake Road and east of Fairfield Road
near Round Lake. See you then!

August International Dinner

Enjoy Mexican cuisine on the lake! On
Saturday, August 8, at 5:00 p.m., our August
ethnic dining adventure will take place at the
El Puerto Restaurant on the shore of Fox
Lake. To avoid the Saturday night rush, the
dinner has been scheduled for 5:00 p.m.

Please RSVP by August 4 so that we can
assure your place at the table. Sign-up

sheets will be available after the service or
reply to Leo Wazlo: phone (847) 548-5732
or e-mail: lwazlo@yahoo.com. The address,
phone number, menu and directions are
available at the restaurant's web site:
www.elpuertorestaurant.net.

Social Action News

Avon Township Food Pantry

All are encouraged to donate canned goods,
aluminum cans and money to help support
the Food Pantry in their efforts to assist
those who are in need of food. Leave
donated goods at the door of the Barn
before the Sunday service. Avon also has a
critical need for hands-on volunteers — see
Duane Shaneyfelt.

PADS Family Center in Waukegan
PADS Family Center in Waukegan provides
for individuals and families in need of
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temporary shelter. PADS also teaches them
skills that they will need in order to support
themselves. We serve meals throughout the
year. See Peggy Fredrickson.

Guest at Your Table
The Unitarian Universalist service project,
Guest at Your Table, which takes place in
November, will be continued this year.
Contact Janice Simpson.

PCUUC to Sponsor a Family

New! We propose to sponsor a distressed
family that will be carefully chosen for us by
a social services agency. Diana Fox is
leading this effort.

Social Action Sundays

Social Action Sundays are the second of the
month. The Social Action Candle will be lit
on August o Peggy Fredrickson on behalf
of PADS and on September 13" by Inge
Crowley on behalf of the Avon Township
Food Pantry.

Covenant Groups

New Covenant Groups
A covenant group is a small group that
meets to discuss topics of interest and
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develop bonds of friendship. Interested in
starting a new covenant group? Contact
Director of Religious Education Laura
Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Prairie Women’s Covenant Group

The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant
group meets twice each month on the 1%
and 3" Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied, but
some examples include spirituality, voluntary
simplicity, body image and personal growth.
New members are always welcomel
Contact DRE Laura Tomsky for more
details: re@prairiecircleuuc.org.




Lifespan Religious Education

The natural world is a larger sacred
community to which we belong. To be
alienated from this community is to become
destitute in all that makes us human.

- Thomas Berry

Children’s RE

These last few weeks of our summer
session have been exciting adventures in
exploration. Most recently our class
explored their own journeys -- be it a
spiritual one, the progression to a new grade
at school or vacation travels -- by creating a
map of their chosen journey.

The summer would not be complete without
a visit from our crawly friends, the bugs that
call fields outside the Barn home. Lynn
Hepler and Mary Pattison facilitated this
walk on the wild side.

In the upcoming weeks, the kids will have a
chance to meet a variety of our church
members who have played roles behind the
scenes to make our Congregation a
wonderful spiritual home. Members of the
Board and various committees will be joining
us for a discussion about what roles they
play, how it supports our church and why it's
important to them and our congregation as a
whole.

6" - 8" Graders: Join
PCPSA (Prairie Circle
Pre-Teens for Social
Action)

Please note, the next monthly meeting
of the PCPSA will be held on Sunday,
August 2nd, during regular services.

Thank you to all who helped with the July
26" Bake Sale, both by donating

wonderful treats and purchasing from our
wide array of delights. The group is
thrilled to announce that its first Bake
Sale fundraiser netted $144.00 which will
go towards funding its various outreach
projects and future trips.

Adult Education
Opportunities

Book Group

The Book Group meets on the second
Sunday of the month (8/9, 9/13 and 10/11).
Our current book is “Deep Economy: The
Wealth of Communities and the Durable
Future” by Bill McKibben. Challenging the
prevailing wisdom that the goal of
economies should be unlimited growth,
McKibben argues that the world does not
have enough natural resources to sustain
endless economic expansion. McKibben’s
proposals for a new, less growth-centered
way of thinking about economics are
intriguing and offer hope that change is
possible.

Movie Group
The Movie Group will meet 9/27, 11/29,
1/24, 3/28 and 5/23.

Theology Study Group

The Theology Study Group will meet 8/23,
10/25, 12/27, 2/28, 4/25 and 6/27.

Nursery Volunteers

Needed
Please contact Laura Tomsky at 847-871-
7049 or re@prariecircleuuc.org for
information.

Love and Light,
Laura C. Tomsky
Director of Religious Education
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Final Notes

Newsletter Submissions

All submissions for the September 2009 newsletter are due by the end of
the day on August 25 . The newsletter will be distributed at the
beginning of September. Please send submissions as attachments to
Andrea Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at:
office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t he Publication of the Newsletter:
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include
your name and email address in your request. Thanks.

Visit PCUUC on the Internet at
http://www.prairiecircleuuc.orq!

List of Key PCUUC Contacts

Rev. Elizabeth Harding
Steve King

Teresa Aguinaldo
Susan Bellmore

Mike Merritt

Norine Fendrych
Diana Fox

Andrea Mills

Laura Tomsky

Joyce DeWitt

Tonia Becker-Vershaw
Laura Franz

Inge Crowley

Peg Fredrickson

Rich Fendrych
Michael Merritt

TBD

Teresa Aguinaldo

Jan Kirch

Sara May

Consulting Minister

Board President

President Elect

Secretary

Treasurer

Trustee

Trustee

Administrator

Director of Religious Education
Choir Director / Music Committee
Worship Committee

RE Committee

Social Action Committee

Social Action Committee
Membership / Publicity Committee
Planning Committee

Nominating Committee
Hospitality Committee Contact
Caring Committee

Webmaster

Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org
President@prairiecircleuuc.org

VP @prairiecircleuuc.org
Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org
Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Office@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org
Music@prairiecircleuuc.org
Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org
Recommittee @prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org
Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org
Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org
Social_events@prairiecircleuuc.org
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org
Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org
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