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Minister’s Message 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
Happy Groundhog Day and Happy 
Valentine’s Day! Our congregation seems to 
be growing and changing every single week. 
Our congregation’s all-church retreat was 
successful, creating several purposes that 
will help us focus all of our goals as we grow 
with each other. Welcoming nine new 
members and their children was such a joy. 
We are continuing to have many visitors, 
and I know we will have many more. 
 
This month, we are called by our association 
to Stand on the Side of Love. Our 
congregation will be providing a 
collaborative service on the nature of love 
this Valentine’s Day. This campaign, 
specifically focused on immigration, as well 
as the continuing struggle for gay, bisexual, 
lesbian and transgender rights, calls us to 
explore how we can stand on the side of 
love with the other member congregations of 
our association. Individually, you are 
welcome to make a contribution to this 
campaign. 
 
Our congregation has many exciting things 
happening this month. The UU 101 classes 
will continue, co-taught by Laura Tomsky 
and myself, and we are looking forward to 
seeing you there as we explore UU 
spirituality and the Wider Web of our 
movement in our last two classes. If you 
were not able to take this class and would 
like to later in the spring, please speak to 
Laura or myself. We’ll be happy to see if we 
can add another session. In addition, all of 
the heads of our committees will be invited 
to the February Board meeting so that we 
can keep the lines of communication open 
and be focused on the purpose and growth 
of our congregation as we move through the 
year. Our pledge drive and fundraiser are 
right around the corner, so please consider 

yourself invited to consider your contribution. 
A reminder from our offertory words: we are 
the church and, without our contribution to 
its finances, we cannot offer religious 
education classes for all ages, create 
wonderful worship, and support our children 
and youth.  In other words, without each one 
of you and your talent, time and treasure, 
our movement towards this growth is 
challenged. 
 
Upcoming services include opportunities to 
hear our children and youth speak about the 
meaning of Unitarian Universalism in their 
lives, a collaborative service from the 
worship committee about love, and yet 
another service, one where we can discuss 
the lessons we learn from our pets. During 
that one, we’ll have a table where you can 
bring pictures of your pets, so please bring a 
picture of your favorite animal.   
 
In this time of political change and great 
need, I offer blessings upon your head, 
heart and hands as we move forward 
together in creating the beloved community.  
 
 
 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
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Upcoming Services 
 
February 7  
Good Enough 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
Often, in our lives, we get the message that 
we are not good enough, that we are not 
strong enough, pretty enough, handsome 
enough or smart enough. What do we do 
when we struggle with ideas of imperfection 
and being “good enough?” 
 �
 
February 14 
A Love Triangle 
PCUUC Worship Committee 
 
On Valentine's Day we will explore three 
classifications of love -- philia, eros and 
agape.  These types of love will be 
discussed and examined through stories, 
readings and music in a spiritually moving 
service led by the Worship Committee.  
�
  
February 21 �
What Animals Teach Us 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
Lynn Hepler, a member of our congregation, 
won this sermon topic at our auction last 
year.  You are invited to bring a picture of 
the animals in your lives to place on an altar 
during our service. We’ll talk about the 
lessons animals -- both pets and wild -- 
teach us and how they apply to our 
principles.  
 
 
February 28 
Pre-Teen/Teen Service  
 
Our pre-teen group will be sharing this 
service with us. We look forward to their 
sharing of what they have learned at our 
congregation (so far). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Caring Circle  
 
Healing wishes are extended to the following 
members who have all had recent surgeries: 
Diana Fox, Nancy Lecraw and Donna 
Marshall.  Our caring thoughts and prayers 
are extended to Leo Wazlo on a recent 
diagnosis. Recovery wishes from recent 
ailments are sent to Mary Pattison and Fred 
O’Donnell. 
 
Our entire PCUUC family extends a warm & 
joyful welcome to new members: Scott & 
Tracey Chapman, Kent & Penny Sue 
McKenzie and children Quinn & Tempest, 
Donna Marshall, Amy Morton-Miller and 
Dennis Munk & Karen Stoneman. 
 
Wishes of good luck and happiness are 
extended to the entire DeWitt family as they 
shared the joy of having recently settled into 
their new home.   Congratulations to Rev. 
Elizabeth Harding who is a recipient of a 
grant for PCUUC.   
 
We hold the victims of the recent Haiti 
earthquake in the hearts of our entire church 
family. 

 
Let us each be filled with the Joys & 

Sorrows of our PCUUC family. 
 
 
If you have a joy or concern to be published, 
contact the Caring Committee: 
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 

Health Care Resources 
 
Members who might be seeking counseling 
referrals are encouraged to contact Rev. 
Elizabeth Harding at: 
Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org 
or 847-773-592-2809.  Lake County 
information may also be found on the 
following website: 
www.findhelplakecounty.org. 
  
Those wishing specific information about 
organizations or individual professionals 
listed in the above resource list can call 
PCUUC member, Susan DeVillez, a clinical 
social worker, at 847-548-3602.  While 
Susan will not counsel church members, she 
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has offered to be a resource in explaining 
the differences in health care professionals' 
licensures and the scopes and expertise of 
what they do. 
 
 

From Your President 
 
I wanted to use space in this month's 
newsletter to summarize the work many of 
us completed at our all-church retreat and to 
look at what lies ahead - the next steps.  
This year the Board has challenged itself, 
our committees and the community as a 
whole to think about how we could continue 
to grow PCUUC.  The retreat, held on 
January 23rd, was an important step in that 
process. At this retreat, participants talked, 
debated, laughed, imagined and 
collaborated on what our church could do to 
distinguish and differentiate itself as a place 
to pursue social justice, environmental 
responsibility and spiritual growth.  We 
called these ideas BHAGs or Big Hairy 
Audacious Goals.  In addition to BHAGs, we 
also talked about more basic and practical 
challenges that our church faces such as the 
use of the Barn as a place to worship. 
 
At the end of our five hours together, the 
group was able to visualize three areas of 
our church life for which we could create 
something special and distinctive as a 
community.  There was interest and 
consensus around: 
 

·  Worship experiences so unique and 
meaningful that they attract the 
attention of a diverse group of 
people seeking a religious home. 

·  Targeted outreach efforts that 
create such public impact they 
would draw new members wanting 
to participate in that impact. 

·  Educational opportunities that 
provide genuine and intriguing 
alternatives to traditional UU 
learning experiences. 

 
In fact, those of us at the retreat actually 
created dozens of BHAGs as part of our 
brainstorming.  While we may not have 
identified the exact wording for two or three 
goals to  drive growth for PCUUC, we have 
plenty  of ideas for how to do so. 

The next step in this process is to draft a 
serious BHAG for each of these topic areas 
for our whole community to consider.  The 
Board will be looking for volunteers to take 
on this task and present those drafts in April 
to our community.  Our intentions would be 
to circulate those drafts for comment and 
edits prior to the all-church meeting in June 
where will we consider them formally as 
growth goals for the next several years. 
Expect to hear more about this volunteer 
opportunity soon. 
 
Additionally, the Board wants to provide a 
place for dialog about those practical 
challenges that nearly every church must 
address - things like the budget, RE, 
facilities, governance and the minister.  This 
year, as before, there is already a process in 
place to talk about our consulting minister's 
work.  Rev. Harding's evaluation process will 
begin later in February and will once again 
include an all-church meeting on March 14th 
to provide feedback on her performance. For 
other topics, the Board intends to begin 
setting aside time at future Board meetings 
(starting in March) to discuss specific topics. 
We will publicize what topics will be on the 
agenda for discussion and encourage 
anyone with an interest to join us for that 
conversation.  If there are particular topics 
you would like to see on a future agenda, 
just let a Board member know. 
 
The Board is committed to moving this 
dialog about growth forward with your 
feedback and help.  If successful, we believe 
PCUUC will become one of the most 
attractive alternatives for liberal religious 
folks like ourselves in Northern Illinois.  We 
are looking forward to the work ahead. 
 
 

             
 

Circle Dinners  
 
During the remainder of the 2009/2010 
church year, there will be Circle Dinners on 
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April 10 and June 12, 2010.  These will be 
small group dinners in PCUUC members’ 
homes in groups of approximately 8 - 12 
people.  When you sign up, please indicate 
whether or not you would be willing to host 
one of the dinners.  To sign up, please 
contact Sally Merritt at:  
merrit69_99@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Worship and Wonder 
 
Speaker Ideas Needed 
 
The Worship Committee is continually 
looking for guest speakers to present at 
PCUUC.  Based on some of the ideas 
generated at the January 23rd All-Church 
Retreat, we are working to expand our 
network of guest speakers.  We need quality 
presenters with a relevant message to share 
with the PCUUC community, but we want to 
consider people from diverse backgrounds --
people who we may not think of immediately 
as "preachers" per se.  Just a few ideas for 
backgrounds that might make sense include: 
religious leaders and inspirational or 
motivational speakers, as well as experts in 
religious studies, anthropology, 
environmental studies, philosophy, 
psychology, social sciences and nonprofit 
organizations.  If you know of anyone who 
might be appreciated by the PCUUC 
community as a guest speaker, please 
contact Tonia Becker VerShaw at: 
tbecker@putman.net. 
 
 

            
 
 
 

Presentation Skills Program 
 
Ever thought about leading a service or 
delivering the weekly message, but didn’t 
feel comfortable being in front of the room? 
During our front-of-room skills program on 
February 20th, you will learn proven tools 
and techniques that will help you to win the 
battle of the nerves and be comfortable as 
Service Leader or delivering a message to 
our community.  This program will include 
both classroom and front-of-room exercises 
and will enhance your ability to speak to any 
size group.  Join us Saturday, February 20, 
at Warren Township Library from 9:00 a.m. 
until noon.  There is no charge for this 
program.  To reserve your spot, contact: 
 
Marty VerShaw - 773-230-7648, 
mvershaw@comcast.net 
or 
Tonia Becker VerShaw - 847-223-9809, 
tbecker@putman.net. 
 �
 
Also, please do not hesitate to contact me 
with worship feedback and ideas. 
 
With Love, 
 
Tonia Becker VerShaw 
Worship Committee Chair 
 
 

Welcome To Our New 
Members 
 
The Membership Committee would like to 
welcome our newest members: 
 

Scott & Tracey Chapman 
Kent & Penny Sue McKenzie and 
       their children, Quinn & Tempest 
Amy Morton-Miller 
Dennis Munk & Karen Stoneman 

 
Welcome!  We are very glad you are here! 
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Social Action News  
 
Successful Social Action Holiday 
Projects 
 
The Social Action Committee thanks 
everyone who took part in our diapers and 
wipes holiday project for PADS.  
Approximately 30 packages and two large 
boxes of diapers plus 12 containers of wipes 
were collected and have now been delivered 
to the PADS Crisis Services center in North 
Chicago. 
 
Guest at Your Table 
 
A total of $652.44 was collected during the 
Guest at Your Table program to support the 
work of the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee.  Young people in our 
congregation contributed $46.96!  Thank 
you, everyone! 
 
 

UUSC Update 
 
Key areas for social activism for the UUSC 
(Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) 
are efforts are in global and domestic areas 
of human needs and human rights. The 
slogan for the work and effort is:  
"Advancing human rights is the work of 
many joining hands."  Focuses are: 
 
Haitian Earthquake Relief 
 
The UUSC and the UUA together are 
launching immediate relief to help survivors.  
"This is a humanitarian disaster on top of an 
existing humanitarian crisis."  UUSC's 
response will focus on survivors who are 
less likely to have access to aid, such as 
domestic child care, poor and women-
headed households, and those with 
HIV/AIDS.  They have connected with three 

organizations and will be reaching out to 
others.  For updates, watch the website: 
www.uusc.org. 
 
Guest at Your Table 
 
Thanks to all who contributed.  These funds 
ensure that UUSC's vital mission to advance 
human rights goes forward. 
 
Justice Sunday 
 
Justice Sunday is March 28.  This year, UU 
congregations will come together to 
emphasize the need for advances in 
economic justice, both domestic and 
global.   There are suggested activities for 
congregants of all ages.  Planning materials 
are already available online at: 
www.uusc.org/justice_sunday. 
 
Get Together 
 
The UUSC is having a "Get Together" with 
New York Times reporter Steven 
Greenhouse.  The event will be on their 
website on Sunday, March 28 at 4 p.m. 
EDT.  For information, check: 
www.uusc.org/get_together. 
  
Uganda Oxen Project 
 
A thank you goes out to our members and 
supporters who helped purchase "shares" of 
oxen in the "Home for the Holidays" 
program.  This fund helped families in 
Northern Uganda return home after years of 
war.  For more information, visit: 
www.uusc.org/content/uusc_oxen_project_t
hank_you_video. 
  
Climate Change 
 
The UUSC Partners for Equitable 
Agreements met with others in Copenhagen 
in December.  The topic was "The People's 
Protocol on Climate Change."  Most of the 
challenging decisions remain unaddressed.  
Human rights and the water crisis were 
sidelined.  The UN Independent Experts on 
Water and Sanitation brought forth a policy 
paper about the human right to water.  This 
human right to water all over the globe has 
been and will continue to be a key effort for 
the UUSC. 
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Stone Soup Auction 
Annual Fundraiser  
 
March 20 at 6:00 p.m. 
Libertyville Civic Center 
135 West Church Street  
Libertyville, IL 60048-2149 
 
Please mark your calendar and plan to 
attend our largest fundraising event of the 
year.  Enjoy great food, fun times and 
wonderful friends. This year’s theme is 
Stone Soup. As always, a portion of the 
proceeds will benefit PADS and the Avon 
Township Food Pantry.   
 
Last year we asked for your feedback and 
we are happy to let you know that we heard 
you. In addition to your feedback, we have 
been busy learning from our friends at the 
Bradford and Evanston UU churches. In light 
of all that we learned, we are happy to share 
the following improvements with you: 
 

·  we have rented a larger space 
·  we hired a professional auctioneer 
·  we streamlined our check-out 

processes 
 
We are looking forward to sharing our new 
and improved event.   
 
You can help make this our most successful 
fundraiser yet by donating your time, talents 
and money. This booklet will tell you all you 
need to know in order to enjoy the event and 
make yourself useful if you so desire.    
However you can, whatever you do, we 
would love to share our soup with you! 
 

What can you do? 
 
Purchase Tickets and Attend the Event 
 
Bring your friends and family or share 
PCUUC with someone new.  Ticket sales: 
January 31st – March 20th at the auction 
table. 

·  Adults $15 ($18 at door) 
·  Children $10 ($13 at door)  
 

If you are unable to get to church but would 
like to purchase a ticket prior to the event, 
send a note with the number of tickets for 
adults and the number of tickets for children 
along with a check payable to “PCUUC” with 
“Auction Tickets” in the memo line to: 
 
Prairie Circle UU Congregation  
Attn:  Fundraising Auction Ticket Sales 
P.O. Box 858 
Grayslake, IL  60030 
 
Calling all parents:  Have a night out!  
Childcare will be provided from 6 p.m. until 
the end of the event.  We have rented a 
separate room for the children and Laura 
Tomsky is planning fun activities and food. 
 
Donate Items, Events, & Services 
 
We need donations.  They can be items, 
services, or events. 
 

Mop a floor... paint a door... 
Cook a feast... walk a beast... 
Have a party on your boat... embroider a 
rainbow coat... 
Repair a crack... massage a back... 
Chart the stars...wash the cars… 
Wash a window ‘til it shines... share 
your cottage in the pines... 
Bake bread...paint the shutters red… 
Share your tickets... whitewash 
pickets...  
Giggle with babies... gossip with ladies... 
Feed the fish... grant a wish... 
Design a room... build a loom... 
Cater a dinner... photo the winner... 
Teach a dance... or alter pant… 

 
Donations will be accepted through 
February 28th.  Contracts are available at the 
auction table (one contract per item, event 
or service).  All donations and contracts 
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must be in by February 28 th.  Having an 
issue delivering a contract or an item?  
Contact Jan Kirch ideasjan@aol.com or 
Chris Kozlowski c_koz@yahoo.com to 
schedule a pick-up. 
 
Gift Baskets  
 
Based on last year’s feedback and due to 
the time and effort that is required by our 
volunteers, we will not be making baskets 
this year. However, we would love to include 
baskets in our auction.  We will accept 
donations for baskets that have been 
already assembled.  
 
Keeping in mind that ‘less can be more’, we 
are asking members who would like to 
donate a gift basket to consider a theme that 
is timely (e.g. Spring, Easter, Gardening, 
Picnic) or popular (e.g. Sports, Hobbies, 
Travel) with quality items that are useful, 
unique and attractive.  If you need a little 
insight or inspiration, please contact Jan 
Kirch at ideasjan@aol.com or stop by the 
auction table for a gift basket planning 
worksheet.  Jan will be gauging interest 
around this effort and may offer a gift basket 
workshop if there who are enough 
interested. 
 
Donate Soup, Bread & Bakery Items  
 
This is a stone soup party and we are 
planning a soup buffet.  We need your 
favorite soups and breads delivered in a 
crock-pot and ready to share.  A Soups and 
Bread sign-up sheet is available at the 
auction table.  Talk to or e-mail Deb 
Reinemann if you want to donate but cannot 
get to church: 
deborah.reinemann@yahoo.com  
 
There will be a bakery table this year.  The 
table will offer a variety of baked goods to be 
eaten at the event or to take home and 
enjoy.  We need your favorite baked goods 
to make this a success.  A bakery items 
sign-up sheet is available at the auction 
table.  Talk to Inge Crowley if you want to 
donate but cannot get to church: 
ingecrowley@yahoo.com 
 
In the spirit, 
Jan and Dayle 
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 

Prairie Pennies Update 
 

                         
 
In the month of January, we had one new 
Prairie Pennies participant and we made 
$143.32 in revenue for PCUUC.  That is a 
grand total of $761.92 since November 1st.  
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
Prairie Pennies this month. 
 
 

Covenant Groups  
 
A covenant group is a small group that 
meets to discuss topics of interest and 
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in 
starting a new covenant group? Contact 
Director of Religious Education Laura 
Tomsky for more details: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 
Mother/Daughter Group  
There has been interest in forming a 
mother/daughter based on the book “The 
Mother/Daughter Project: How Mothers and 
Daughters Can Band Together Beat the 
Odds and Thrive Through Adolescence”.  
There will be an informational meeting on 
January 24 following the service.  Please 
RSVP to Laura Tomsky at: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
If there is any interest in a Father/Son group 
as well, please contact Laura Tomsky at: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 
Prairie Women’s Covenant Group   
The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant 
group meets twice each month on the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied. 
New members are always welcome! Contact 
DRE Laura Tomsky for more details: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
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Lifespan Religious Education 

 
One condition for religious freedom is exposure 
to more than one way of thinking and believing.  
The ability to grant such freedom requires in the 
educator a respect for children’s ability to think 

and trust in the power of truth. 
- Sophia Lyon Fahs 

 
 

A Special Message from 
the DRE to the 
Congregation 
 
Last Sunday was one of the most rewarding 
classes for children’s education that I have 
ever participated in and the thanks goes 
unquestionably to both the parents/family of 
these fabulous children and the very tolerant 
and enlightened congregational community 
in which they have been raised! 
 
Let me start from the beginning.  This school 
year the children have been learning and 
discussing the many different religions in the 
world, while comparing them to the common 
strains in our own UU faith.  Each class that 
starts a new session begins with a question 
to the children of “What do you already know 
or have heard about this particular faith?”  
There is always a mix of answers from “We 
have a friend…,” or “Once we visited a 
church that…” or even “I heard or read 
something about someone who….”  And 
from there the discussion builds. 
 
This past Sunday, we began the section on 
Islam.  Now, before this story continues, ask 
yourself what may be the first thing that 
pops into someone’s head when questioned 
about what they know or have heard about 
Islam or Muslims?  I had prepared to spend 
a good deal of time this class discussing and 
breaking down some stereotypes.  It was a 
pleasure to only hear responses such as “I 
hear they are very devoted,” and “I’ve seen 
some wear long clothes even on hot days,” 
and “They have really pretty churches.”      

This initial response from the children 
allowed our group to move onto a wonderful 
and informative discussion about the Islamic 
faith leaving plenty of time to try our hand at 
creating pictures using common elements 
found in Islamic religious art such as 
geometric patterns, mosaic and calligraphy.  
Because not all people are as enlightened 
as our own PCUUC youngsters, we did 
spend a little time talking about the 
unfortunate fact that many still equate Islam 
or Muslims with terrorism.  The strongest 
lesson of the day was that when bad things 
are done in the name of religion – as in all 
things - it usually has less to do with that 
religion than with the choices people make 
in its name. 
 
Hope lies in tolerance and peace building 
RE programs, such as the one we have here 
at PCUUC, which shows “a respect for 
children’s ability to think and trust in the 
power of truth.”  I have never been more 
proud to be a part of this program and to 
serve this congregation as I was this past 
Sunday morning in the presence of these 
children.  Thank you!! 
 
 

Children’s RE - World 
Religions Program 
 
In our children’s religious education classes, 
we have been exploring world religions with 
music, art, crafts and discussion. As we 
navigate the distinctly different elements of 
worship and celebration, we work to identify 
the common threads of treating each other 
with dignity, fairness and respect. 
 
All children age 3 and up are welcome to 
join us on Sunday’s during the regular 
service.  Please watch the weekly RE news 
announcements for the current monthly 
schedule and topics of discussion.  A full 
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calendar is available on our website in the 
Religious Education section.   
 
Supervised play is available in our nursery 
each week for children under three. 
 
2/7 – Exploring Islam 
2/14 – Exploring Buddhism, Part I 
2/21 – Exploring Buddhism, Part II 
 
 

5th - 8th Graders: Join 
PCPTSA 
 
Prairie Circle Pre/Teens for Social Action 
(PCPTSA) usually meets monthly during 
regular services on the first Sunday of 
every month.  Currently, we are meeting 
every Sunday in preparation for the 
PCPTSA Special Service on February 
28th.  All are welcome. 
 
Help PCPTSA Help the Homeless 
The PCPTSA will be collecting and 
putting together packages of toiletries for 
PADs.  We are looking for donations of 
sample size shampoos, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, mouthwash and the like as 
well as monetary donations to buy 
additional supplies for this social action 
project.  Please drop your donations in 
the marked basket at the Welcome Table 
each Sunday. 
 
 

Adult Education and 
Groups 
 
Men’s Group 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  
Please contact Laura Tomsky at 874-871-
7049 or re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
Introduction to Unitarian Universalism 

2/07 – UU Spirituality and You 
2/14 – UU in the Wider World 

Into to UU classes meet at 10:45 in the 
Charter School classrooms behind the Barn. 
 
Book Group – Next Meeting March 14th 
Karen Armstrong's “The Case for God” 
Moving from the Paleolithic age to the 
present, Karen Armstrong details the great 

lengths to which humankind has gone in 
order to experience a sacred reality that it 
called by many names such as God, 
Brahman, Nirvana, Allah or Dao.  Focusing 
especially on Christianity but including 
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Chinese spiritualities, Armstrong examines 
the diminished impulse toward religion in our 
own time when a significant number of 
people either want nothing to do with God or 
question the efficacy of faith. Why has God 
become unbelievable? Why is it that atheists 
and theists alike now think and speak about 
God in a way that veers so profoundly from 
the thinking of our ancestors? 
 
Answering these questions with the same 
depth of knowledge and profound insight 
that have marked all her acclaimed books, 
Armstrong makes clear how the changing 
face of the world has necessarily changed 
the importance of religion at both the 
societal and the individual level. And she 
makes a powerful, convincing argument for 
drawing on the insights of the past in order 
to build a faith that speaks to the needs of 
our dangerously polarized age.  Yet she 
cautions us that religion was never 
supposed to provide answers that lie within 
the competence of human reason; that, she 
says, is the role of logos. The task of religion 
is “to help us live creatively, peacefully and 
even joyously with realities for which there 
are no easy explanations.” 
 
If interested in joining the book discussion 
group and/or ordering a book please contact 
Laura at 874-871-7049 or: 
re@prariecircleuuc.org 
 
Mother/Daughter Group 
If interested, please contact Laura Tomsky 
for more information. 
 
 
 
As always, if you have any questions, 
concerns or suggestions regarding our 
religious education programming, please 
feel free to contact me directly or any 
member of the RE Committee. 
 
In Love, Light and Learning, 
 
Laura C. Tomsky 
Director of Religious Education 
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Our Wider Community 
 

Winter Woman Spirit 2010 
�
The theme for Winter WomanSpirit 2010 is 
"Nurturing Ourselves -- Sustaining Our 
World."  Woman Spirit will take place at the 
First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee 
February 26th-28th.  The keynote speaker 
will be Starhawk!  Her address is titled: 
"Earth Spirit, Earth Justice". For more 
information:  www.womenandreligion.org. 
 

Jumpstart Jazz at NSUC 
 
“Home is Where the Heart Is” on February 
13th at 7:00 p.m. at North Shore Unitarian 
Church.  A $15 donation is requested.  All 
proceeds go to PADS Lake County.  For 
more information, e-mail: 
socialaction@nsuc.org. 
 

2010 General Assembly 
Registration Begins 
March 1st 
 
This year’s UUA General Assembly will be 
held close to home in Minneapolis from June 
23rd -27th.  Join thousands of Unitarian 
Universalists from across the United States 
for the 2010 General Assembly (GA) in 
Minneapolis. 
 
You’ll experience wonderful and uplifting 
worship services -- morning and night -- led 
by some of our best worship leaders with 
glorious music and inspiring messages. 
Worshipping together with thousands of 
fellow UUs at our Sunday Worship Service 
is an experience that should not be missed. 
General Assembly is the way that our faith 
does business. Actions of social witness are 
passed at GA, elements that make up future 
policies are discussed… and YOU have a 
voice in the discussion. 
You’ll hear terrific speakers. There will be 
hundreds of entertaining programs and 
informative workshops offering excellent 
support and learning for leaders in our 

congregations. You’ll be able to join the 
witness for our faith and values in moving 
and exciting ways.  For more information, 
visit the GA website at: 
www.uua.org/events/generalassembly 
 

Evanston Unitarian’s 
Annual Choir Festival 
 
The Unitarian Church of Evanston will 
gather area choirs for their annual choral 
festival on Sunday, February 7, at 4 p.m. 
Hear the glorious sound of over 100 voices 
from the choirs of Unity Temple in Oak Park, 
North Shore Unitarian Church in Deerfield, 
the Baha’i House of Worship in Wilmette, 
and the Unitarian Church of Evanston. 
Admission is free and proceeds from a free-
will offering will be given to the Greater 
Chicago Food Depository. 
 

UU Women as Agents of 
Change 
 
Women’s Leadership Day   
Third Unitarian Church in Chicago 
Saturday March 20  
UU Women’s Connection proudly presents a 
program to celebrate the 200th anniversary 
of Margaret Fuller’s birthday.  We will honor 
this feisty and fearless UU foremother by 
honoring UU women in our congregations 
who have similarly stepped up in difficult 
times.  One singular, outstanding woman 
from each congregation will be honored and 
she will attend free of charge.  Don’t miss an 
opportunity to recognize your congregation’s 
Agent of Change.  All women from the 
district congregations may also register for a 
modest $15 which includes: celebration, 
honoring, ritual, Margaret Fuller 
Conversation Salons, lunch, entertainment 
by MOMSthatROCK (momsthatrock.com) 
and more.  Materials for submitting an 
honoree story for recognition on March 20th, 
individual or group registration for the event 
and more about the day are available at: 
www.womenandreligion.org.  
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Final Notes 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
All submissions for the March 2010 newsletter are due by the end of the 
day on February 25 .  The newsletter will be posted on the website at the 
beginning of March. Please send submissions as attachments to Andrea 
Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at: office@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t he Publication of the Newsletter: 
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include 
your name and email address in your request. Thanks. 

 
 

   Visit PCUUC on the Internet at  
   http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org! 
 

 
 

List of PCUUC Contacts 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Harding Consulting Minister Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Steve King Board President                               President@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Teresa Aguinaldo            President  Elect                                 VP@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Susan Bellmore Secretary Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Mike Merritt Treasurer                                          Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Norine Fendrych Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Diana Fox Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Andrea Mills                Administrator                                    Office@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laura Tomsky          Director of Religious Education                                    RE@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Joyce DeWitt          Choir Director      Choir@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Mark Wilson, Scott Helmke Music Committee Music@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Tonia Becker-Vershaw Worship Committee Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laura Franz            RE Committee                                   RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Inge Crowley      Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Peg Fredrickson          Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Rich Fendrych    Membership/Publicity Committee                    Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org 
TBD Long Range Planning Committee                         Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laurie Cubit Nominating Committee                       Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Teresa Aguinaldo Hospitality Committee Social_events@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Caring Committee Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sally Merritt Committee on Ministry COM@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Fundraising Committee Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Dayle Kozlowski Fundraising Committee Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sara May Webmaster Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org 
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Prairie Circle Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
Auction Contract 

 
Name:  
I,____________________________________________________________________ 
Address:________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  ___________________________ Email:  _____________________________ 
agree to donate the following ITEM, SERVICE, or EVENT to the Prairie Circle 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation Annual Auction: (Please describe the item, 
service or event and any conditions that may apply. Please include only one item, service 
or event per contract.) 
Description:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Conditions/ Limitations:  
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Estimated Value: $ _________________ 
Donation Type:  ___Item               ___Service               ___Event 
Minimum Age (if applicable):  _______                    Number of People (if applicable): 
_______ 
If you are willing to offer this more than once, how many times in all? _____ times 
If this is an event, please include the following: 
Event Date: ______________________            Event Time: ______________________ 
 

The deadline for Auction Contracts is February 28, 2010 
Important Information about your donation: 

·  Auction items are required before the auction. Please arrange with Chris 
Kozlowski or Jan Kirch for delivery on or before Sunday, February 28th or bring 
your item to church any time during the month of February. 

·  If you are unable to deliver your item to church, schedule a pick up by contacting 
Jan or Chris. 

·  Please contact Chris Kozlowski (c_koz@yahoo.com) or Jan Kirch 
(ideasjan@aol.com) with any questions. 
 

Office use only 
___Live     ___Silent     Item Number: _________ 


