Notes from the Prairie

Minister’s Message

Dear Friends,

Once again, we come to the end of another
year and the beginning of 2010. Our
congregation will be celebrating our seventh
anniversary on January 3" 2010 during our
Fire Communion service. The fire
communion is a time for us to burn away the
feelings and ideas we would like to get rid of
from 20009. It is also a time to consecrate by
fire the hopes and dreams we want to make
real in 2010. Our children and youth will help
tell the Story for All Ages during this
intergenerational service and we hope you
will join us.

This month, our congregation is welcoming
its new members on January 17", Laura
Tomsky and | will be co-teaching UU101 on
that same day and then the next two
sessions will be offered in February. We
hope to have great attendance at these
classes and look forward to having you
present.

Our new year is fraught with challenges both
within the congregation and in our society.
Our president is continuing a war many of
you might disagree with and our economy is
struggling along. The national feeling is one
of discernment and pondering our mutual
future. Similarly, our congregation is
experiencing a lot of growing pains. | look
forward to being with you during the all-
congregation retreat on January 23" as a
caring observer, while you determine what
sense of urgency, what risks, what
milestones and what purposes will frame our
work together for the upcoming months. As
usual, I am impressed with the Board's
intention and deep sense of purpose as they
worked hard to create an agenda that will
invite  much discussion and excitement
among the whole congregation. | hope many
of you will join us for this exciting time of
exploration for our whole congregation.

January 2010

One of the gifts | received during the holiday
season is a pot full of three bulbs. The pot
has become a metaphor for me as the
church explores its growth. | do not yet know
what the flowers will look like once they
bloom; | just know that | must have trust and
faith in my role in taking care of them during
the process of growth. Our congregation is
much like that pot of bulbs. We have to keep
tending to our souls and the work of our faith
while we see what happens as we grow
together. It is hard work to trust in each
other when there is so much unknown. Our
faith teaches us that asking questions and
exploring together is a gift. | hope you will
take this gift into the new year as we see
what blooms in the coming months.

Reverend Elizabeth Harding
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Upcoming Services

January 3
Fire Communion
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

We will have an intergenerational service
where we will burn away the things we need
to get rid of from the old year and welcome
the new. We will also celebrate the sixth
anniversary of the congregation looking
ahead with our theme of growth

January 10
Temporal and Eternal
Janet French

Ideas of heaven and hell are ubiquitous,
whatever one believes about life after death.
Is there meaning for Unitarian Universalists?

January 17
Martin Luther King Jr., Justice Sunday
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

From Martin Luther King’s vantage point, we
have come a long way. What Unitarian
Universalist  theologies  affected and
influenced this giant in our nation? Come
find out!

January 24

Shattered: Embracing our Brokenness,
Connecting with the Divine

Faith Curtis, MSW, PCC

Why is it important to allow yourself to be
shattered? Why is it important to embrace
uncertainty, chaos, pain and loneliness?
There is much to be gained from being with
these emotional and situational insecurities.
We will look at how having the courage to
befriend all of life - the joy and the sorrow -
strengthens our inner core. Explore the
relationship  between vulnerability and
strength, brokenness and expansion. Dare
to be shattered and broken hearted, and
claim all of who you are.

January 31
Embracing Change: The Courage To Be
John Crowley

Periods of extensive change, such as what
humans everywhere are experiencing now,
bring with them both unforeseeable
challenges and new opportunities. The
great 20" century philosopher and
theologian, Paul Tillich, saw an existential
courage as the key to effective adaptation to
world-altering change. Today we will closely
examine Tillich’s core message and how we,
as individuals and in community, might draw
strength from it as we are propelled by the
forces around us into an uncertain future.

Circle of Concerns

Our caring thoughts are extended to the
family of Juliana Reed and Diana Jaffe
whose mother is recovering from surgery.

Recovery wishes to Susan DeVillez's
son following his surgery.

Caring Committee Survey

The Caring Committee would like to thank
those who responded to the recent survey.
Your responses ensure we are able to
extend the types of support and care that
the PCUUC community is receptive to and
appreciative of.

As a result of the survey, we are working on
collecting a list of resources within the larger
community to refer individuals and families
to when needed or requested. We are also
exploring, with Laura Tomsky, a Men’s
Covenant group. Please be on the lookout
for further information in the coming months
on these topics.

If you believe there are caring needs that
are not being met within our PCUUC
community and that the Caring Committee
could bring comfort, care, joy or respite to
you or someone you know, please reach out
and let us know or contact Elizabeth
Harding.

Growing our spirit, supporting community, nurturing the environment. 2



Our mission is to offer nurturing, supportive
assistance as needed while honoring
requests and respecting the privacy of
PCUUC community members.

In the Spirit,
The Caring Committee
Caring@PrairieCircleUUC.org

Welcome To Our New
Member

Our community was blessed in December
with a new member, Donna Marshall, who
has already made an impact on our
congregation. Welcome! We are very glad
you are here!

Sign Up for 2009/2010
Circle Dinners

During the 2009/2010 church year, there will
be Circle Dinners on January 9, April 10 and
June 12, 2010

These will be small group dinners in PCUUC
members’ homes in groups of approximately
8 - 12 people. When you sign up, please
indicate whether or not you would be willing
to host one of the dinners. To sign up,
please contact Sally Merritt at:

merrit69 99@yahoo.com.

Worship and Wonder

The goal of this new newsletter section is to
allow better communication between the
PCUUC congregation and the Worship
Committee.

The following is a brief summary of news,
information and upcoming events:

The Worship Committee drafted and
the Board approved a new Sunday
morning announcements policy. This
policy was created in order that we
may provide appropriate freedom of the
pulpit and continue to enhance
communication within the church, while
focusing on the creation of worshipful
Sunday morning experiences. Please
review this new policy at your
convenience:
www.PrairieCircleUUC.org/worship

We are currently searching for an
individual to manage Sunday morning
set up and tear down. This is a paid
position. If you or someone you know
might be interested, please contact
Tonia Becker VerShaw at
tbecker@putman.net or 847-224-9809.

If you are interested in serving as a
Service Leader, in delivering a sermon
as a lay speaker, or would like to
recommend someone to join us as a
guest speaker, please contact Tonia.

On Saturday, February 20, Marty
VerShaw will be offering a three and a
half hour public speaking and
presentation skills training course.
Those interested in improving speaking
and presentation skills are invited to
attend. This is an opportunity for those
interested in reducing speaking anxiety
and increasing effectiveness at
PCUUC and in professional situations.
More details will follow shortly.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with
worship feedback and ideas.

With Love,

Tonia Becker VerShaw
Worship Committee Chair
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Social Action News

Helping a Local Family in Need

One of our social action projects for this year
is to support a family in need with some
financial support when there are crisis
situations, emotional support and help in
creating a life that has improved quality and
fun.

The family we have identified has both a
mother and father who work marginal jobs
and there is a scarcity of resources for
essentials at times but also for those special
things that create a full and enjoyable life.
We have taken on this commitment with the
hope and awareness that we as a group can
make a real difference in their lives.

They have six children who of course have
all of the needs and wants of their peers but
not the means to have them filled. We would
like to introduce you to the children and
invite you to view them as individuals and
not just a "cause".

Matt, the oldest, is sixteen and a sophomore
who likes football, basketball, music and
games. Melissa, at 14, also likes music but
is interested in art, drawing, sports and the
movies. Megan, 12, enjoys sports, taking
pictures and board games. Mason is 10 and
is into sports. Miranda, 8, enjoys drawing
and board games while the youngest, five-
year old Mitchell, is into super heroes and
whatever his older brothers are doing. Matt,
the oldest, feels a sense of responsibility for
his brothers and sisters especially protecting
them from any threats in the community.

The Social Action Committee has talked
about helping with emergencies but also
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with improving the quality of family life by
providing "family fun and experiences" such
as outings and events as well as making
birthdays special. We are looking to have
our children in RE be a part of this effort with
letters and pictures. You are all invited to
join in to make a difference for this family
financially but also in a personal manner
with your ideas and personal touches.
Birthday gifts and ideas for family events are
all welcome and encouraged. Please
contact any of the committee members with
your ideas and support.

Guest at Your Table

The 2009 Guest at Your Table campaign, in
support of the programs of the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), is
now concluded. Guest at Your Table boxes
or checks made out to UUSC will be
collected at church on January 3rd and 10th.
Any donation, regardless of size, is
appreciated. Donations in the following
amounts qualify for membership in the
UUSC:

$40 single regular membership
$75 dual regular membership
$20 seniors (65 and over)

$10 students and youth

Al individual and family unrestricted
contributions of $100 or more are eligible to
be matched dollar for dollar by the UU
Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset,
N.Y. Memberships are valid for one year.
UUSC members stay up-to-date on human
rights issues through regular mailings, action
alerts and the UUSC newsletter, Rights
Now. Learn more about the UUSC and its
work by visiting www.uusc.org.

Fundraising News

Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who participated in
the candy and poinsettia sale.



It's Auction Time!

Save the Date: March 20, 2010 at the
Libertyville Civic Center

The theme for our Spring Auction Fundraiser
is Stone Soup. This theme builds upon the
familiar tale, Stone Soup, to which we have
been introduced to throughout the year. The
Fundraising committee is encouraging each
member and friend to consider what
ingredient they might be able to add to our
“PCUUC fundraising soup.”

The first set of ingredients we are seeking
are volunteers to help with the planning and
execution of the event. Dayle Kozlowski and
Jan Kirch will be the co-coordinators for this
year’s auction. If you are willing and able to
help, contact Dayle Kozlowski or Jan Kirch.
There will be an all volunteer meeting
January 21, 2010 at the Grayslake Public
Library Room C at 6:30 p.m. Please let us
know if you will attend.

Prairie Pennies Update and Call to Action

December added one new Prairie Pennies
participant to our ranks, seven second time
participants, and four returning, long-time
participants. Thank you to all who
participated this month.  Together you
earned $165.57 for PCUUC.

Our goal is 20 new participants this fiscal
year. To date we have 14 new participants.
We need your help. Try Prairie Pennies this
month.

20
18
16
14
12
10

O b I

If you need an incentive, let our current
budget deficit urge you along. We are
currently facing a $5000.00 budget deficit.
We could easily close most of that deficit by
June (the end of our fiscal year) if we all
participated.

Let's look at an example.

If we assume that there are about 40
families at PCUUC and each of those
families committed to buy their groceries
and gas for the next six months with Prairie
Pennies, PCUUC would have no budget
deficit.

Want to see the math?

Assume each family buys $400.00 in
groceries and $200.00 in gas each month
for six months. The average rebate for
these two types of cards is about 3.5%.
This means PCUUC would receive
$4200.00 in rebates and be able to cover
the budget deficit with a small amount of
cost cutting. Each family would receive a
potential tax donation as well.

Want to see an example of that math?

The typical family with an annual income of
$30,000 is in the 15% federal tax bracket.
Let's say this family buys two Speedway
$100 gas cards and three $100 Jewel per
month. Over a year, this family also buys
four $100 cards for Walgreen's and three
$100 cards for TJ Maxx. In one year, this
family ~ will generate $289 for the
congregation and could clam a tax
deduction of $43! This tax deduction is
more than six times what the family would
have earned if it had bought no Prairie
Pennies cards at all and had just put the
money in a savings account! If this family
were fortunate enough to be in a higher tax
bracket, the deduction would be even
higher. The family got food, clothing,
medicine, gasoline, a hefty donation to the
church and a sizable cash-back tax
deduction merely by using Prairie Pennies
cards rather than cash, checks or credit
cards for these everyday purchases. With
Prairie Pennies, everyone's a winner!

Here's the information upon which this
example is based:

Speedway and Jewel give a 4% discount.
Walgreen's and TJ Maxx currently give a 7%
discount. Using the purchases in the
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example, the family spends $6,700 on cards
over a year, and at these discount rates,
generates $289 for the congregation. In the
15% tax bracket, a $289 charitable donation
generates a tax deduction of $43. At today’'s
rates, if you put $6,700 into the standard
Bank of America savings account, you get
an APY of 0.1%, or about $7 over one year,
less than one-sixth of $43.

Need more information about Prairie
Pennies?

Attend a seminar. We will be holding Prairie
Pennies Seminars in January and February.
At these seminars you will become familiar
with what the program has to offer for you
and for PCUUC as well as how you can
participate. We will provide demonstrations
for the online ordering system and answer
all of your questions. Look for more
information in the coming weeks for dates
and times of each seminar.

As always, Prairie Pennies can be
purchased every Sunday after church,
online at www.shopwithscrip.com, or by
sending an email to:
SCRIP@prairiecircleuuc.org

by Sunday at 5:00 p.m.

Happy New Year!
Make Prairie Pennies a resolution!

Thanks,
Your Fundraising Committee
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org

Covenant Groups

A covenant group is a small group that
meets to discuss topics of interest and
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in
starting a new covenant group? Contact
Director of Religious Education Laura
Tomsky for more details:

re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

New Covenant Groups Forming

Men’s Group

A men’s group can be a great support when
you are going through a tough time in your
life and need support. A men’s group can
also be a place where you celebrate the

victories in your life with great people and
explore what is possible in your life.
Interested in belonging to a group of like-
minded men that will both encourage and
challenge you for independent and collective
gain? The newly forming PCUUC Men’s
Group may be the place for you! An
informational meeting will take place on
January 10th following the service to set up
a regular meeting time, place, frequency,
guidelines, purpose and vision for the group.
If you are interested in joining, please
contact Laura Tomsky at:

re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

If there is any interest in a Father/Son group
as well, please contact Laura Tomsky at:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Mother/Daughter Group

There has been interest in forming a
mother/daughter based on the book “The
Mother/Daughter Project: How Mothers and
Daughters Can Band Together Beat the
Odds and Thrive Through Adolescence”.
There will be an informational meeting on
January 24 following the service. Please
RSVP to Laura Tomsky at:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Prairie Women’s Covenant Group

The PCUUC Prairie Women’'s Covenant
group meets twice each month on the 1%
and 3" Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00

PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied.
New members are always welcome! Contact
DRE Laura Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.
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Lifespan Religious Education

Children are the most adaptable of creatures, the
more one asks of them the more one gets.
- Sybil Marshall

Children’s RE - World
Religions Program

In our children’s religious education classes,
we have been exploring world religions with
music, art, crafts and discussion. As we
navigate the distinctly different elements of
worship and celebration, we work to identify
the common threads of treating each other
with dignity, fairness and respect.

All children age 3 and up are welcome to
join us on Sunday's during the regular
service. Please watch the weekly RE news
announcements for the current monthly
schedule and topics of discussion. A full
calendar is available on our website in the
Religious Education section.

Supervised play is available in our nursery
each week for children under three.

1/10 — Exploring Christianity & Judaism —
Holidays and Holy Days

1/10 - Pre/Teens Group Meeting

1/17 - Exploring Christianity — The Lesson
of David & Goliath

1/24 — Exploring Islam

1/31 — Exploring Islam

2/7 — Exploring Islam

2/7 — Pre/Teens Group Meeting

5" - 8" Graders: Join
PCPTSA

Prairie Circle Pre/Teens for Social Action
(PCPTSA) meets monthly during regular
services on the first Sunday of every
month. Next meeting: January 10th — all
are welcome.

The PCPTSA will be collecting and
putting together packages of toiletries for
PADS. We are looking for donations of
sample-size  shampoos, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash and the like, as
well as monetary donations to buy
additional supplies, for this social action
project. For more information, please
contact Laura Tomsky.

Adult RE

Coming Soon! — Men’s Group

See more information on page six of this
newsletter. If you are interested in joining,
please contact Laura Tomsky at 874-871-
7049 or re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Book Group — Next Meeting January 10th
Barbara Ehrenreich — “Bright Sided — How
the Relentless Promotion of Positive
Thinking Has Undermined America”

Reading/Discussion Schedule:

1/10: The Dark Roots of American
Optimism 74
Motivating Business and the
Business of Motivation 97
God Wants You to Be Rich 123
2/14;: Positive Psychology: The Science of
Happiness 147
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How Positive Thinking Destroyed
the Economy 177

Postscript on Post-positive Thinking
195

Coming March 14th: Karen Armstrong's
“The Case for God”

Moving from the Paleolithic age to the
present, Karen Armstrong details the great
lengths to which humankind has gone in
order to experience a sacred reality that it
called by many names such as God,
Brahman, Nirvana, Allah or Dao. Focusing
especially on Christianity but including
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and
Chinese spiritualities, Armstrong examines
the diminished impulse toward religion in our
own time when a significant number of
people either want nothing to do with God or
guestion the efficacy of faith. Why has God
become unbelievable? Why is it that atheists
and theists alike now think and speak about
God in a way that veers so profoundly from
the thinking of our ancestors?

Answering these questions with the same
depth of knowledge and profound insight
that have marked all her acclaimed books,
Armstrong makes clear how the changing
face of the world has necessarily changed
the importance of religion at both the
societal and the individual level. And she
makes a powerful, convincing argument for
drawing on the insights of the past in order
to build a faith that speaks to the needs of
our dangerously polarized age.

Yet she cautions us that religion was never
supposed to provide answers that lie within
the competence of human reason; that, she
says, is the role of logos. The task of religion
is “to help us live creatively, peacefully and
even joyously with realities for which there
are no easy explanations.”

If interested in joining the book discussion
group and/or ordering a book please contact
Laura at 874-871-7049 or:
re@prariecircleuuc.org

Teaching Volunteers
Needed

Please contact Laura Tomsky for more
information.

As always, if you have any questions,
concerns or suggestions regarding our
religious education programming, please
feel free to contact me directly or any
member of the RE Committee.

As always, if you have any questions,
concerns or suggestions regarding our
religious education programming, please
feel free to contact me directly or any
member of the RE Committee.

In Love, Light and Learning,

Laura C. Tomsky

Director of Religious Education
847-871-7049
re@prairiecircleuuc.org
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Our Wider Community

Winter Woman Spirit 2010

Friday — Sunday, February 26 - 28

The theme for Winter WomanSpirit 2010 is
“Nurturing Ourselves -- Sustaining Our
World." Woman Spirit will take place at the
First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee. The
Keynote Speaker will be Starhawk! Her
Keynote address is titled: "Earth Spirit, Earth
Justice". For more information, go to:
www.womenandreligion.org

A New Book by Ronald
Knapp

A new book by Ronald Knapp, Minister
Emeritus, First Unitarian Church of Omaha,
entitted “That's All Right If He's Really
Saved!: Sermons From a Liberal Religious
Pulpit is now available. It is published by
Outskirts Press and is available, in
paperback, for $21.95. For a signed copy,
you may order directly from the author by
mail for only $22.00 (includes $4.00 postage
and handling). The author may be reached
at:

Ronald Knapp

5412 310" Street

Murdock, NE 68407

Please make checks out to Ron Knapp.

Women'’s Friendship
Breakfast at NSUC

The Women's Programming Committee
invites the women of PCUUC to join us for
our next Women's Friendship Breakfast
on Saturday, January 23rd from 8:30 to
11:00 a.m. We are delighted to host Gale
Gand, renowned pastry chef, author and
television personality who grew up at
NSUC! She will be sharing with us "How
NSUC Readied Me for Celebrity Chef-dom".
Come enjoy Gale's story, her wisdom and
the fellowship of the women of our church.
Gale's newest book, "Brunch", will be
available for sale and the event will end in a

book signing. You may register by
contacting Liz Berman at:
bermanek@comcast.net.

Concert Series at NSUC

These concerts are organized and
accompanied by pianist, Yasuko Oura. A
free-will offering goes in its entirety to the
artists. All are presented at 2 p.m. at NSUC
at 2100 Half Day Road in Deerfield. For
further information, contact Wayland Rogers
773-227-6383 or email him at:
wayl@sbcglobal.net.

January 24 - Susanna Phillips, soprano, has
won accolades for her “La Boheme" debut at
the Metropolitan Opera, her New York City
recital debut at Alice Tully Hall, and her
"Marriage of Figaro' Countess at Santa Fe
Opera. She'll be starring as Adina in "The
Elixir of Love" at Lyric Opera in February.

February 28 - Kate Calcamuggio, mezzo-
soprano, and Tim Munroe, Flutist will be
performing. Kate has sung engagements at
the major opera houses of America including
Chicago Opera Theater, Glimmerglass
Opera, Florida Grand Opera and Syracuse
Opera. Tim is a member of “Eighth
Blackbird,” the avant-garde chamber
ensemble. A native of Australia, he has
appeared with the Queensland Orchestra
and at the Melbourne Arts Festival and
Bangalow Festival.

March 21 - Sam Handley, bass-baritone, is
currently a member of the Ryan Opera
Center of Lyric Opera. He has recently
garnered praise for engagements with San
Francisco Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Chicago
Symphony, Nashville Symphony and
Houston Symphony.

April 11 - Juliet Petrus, soprano, has sung
leading roles with Glimmerglass Opera,
Michigan Opera Theater, Detroit Opera,
Opera Carolina, Sarasota Opera and the
Lyric Opera’s “Opera in the Neighborhood”
program.
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Final Notes

Newsletter Submissions

All submissions for the February 2010 newsletter are due by the end of
the day on February 25 . The newsletter will be posted on the website at
the beginning of February. Please send submissions as attachments to
Andrea Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at:
office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t he Publication of the Newsletter:
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include
your name and email address in your request. Thanks.

Visit PCUUC on the Internet at
http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org!

Rev. Elizabeth Harding
Steve King

Teresa Aguinaldo
Susan Bellmore

Mike Merritt

Norine Fendrych
Diana Fox

Andrea Mills

Laura Tomsky

Joyce DeWitt

Tonia Becker-Vershaw
Laura Franz

Inge Crowley

Peg Fredrickson

Rich Fendrych

TBD

Teresa Aguinaldo
Jan Kirch

Sally Merritt

Jan Kirch

Dayle Kozlowski
Sara May

List of PCUUC Contacts

Consulting Minister

Board President

President Elect

Secretary

Treasurer

Trustee

Trustee

Administrator

Director of Religious Education
Choir Director

Music Committee

Worship Committee

RE Committee

Social Action Committee
Social Action Committee
Membership / Publicity Committee
Long Range Planning Committee
Nominating Committee
Hospitality Committee

Caring Committee

Committee on Ministry
Fundraising Committee
Fundraising Committee
Webmaster

Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org
President@prairiecircleuuc.org
VP @prairiecircleuuc.org
Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org
Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Office@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org
Choir@prairiecircleuuc.org
Choir@prairiecircleuuc.org
Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org
Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org
Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org
Social events@prairiecircleuuc.org
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org
COM@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org
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