Notes from the Prairie

Minister’s Message

Dear Friends,

Welcome to March and let's hope we see
the sun a lot more and the snow less! |
don’t know about you, but | am ready for
spring.

This month, we've seen a lot of activity at
our congregation. Dayle K. and Jan K. are
planning a wonderful auction fundraiser. We
anticipate our committees turning in budgets
for the next year and we are beginning to
look ahead to our pledge drive. In addition,
the Board hosted a successful meeting with
all of the committee chairs introducing a
conflict resolution process and discussed
the future of our congregation. One of the
big changes afoot is the movement from
having our pledge drive and the fundraiser
at the same time: next year, they will be
separate. You can tell we are growing with
nine new members and their children,
religious education opportunities every
week, and many social justice opportunities
all around us, as well as the move towards
reorganization. It is an exciting time to be a
Member or a Friend of our congregation.

With this excitement in mind, | encourage
you to consider deepening your commitment
to an organization that is changing and
moving with you and your spirituality. It is
wonderful to see the Prairie Pennies
program exceeding our goals. It is wonderful
to see the children and youth participating in
worship. And, it is wonderful to experience
the whole congregation thinking about its
priorities and strategies to make our dreams
a reality. As we found during the church
retreat, our priorities are excellence in
worship, religious education and social
justice. Let's make them a reality with our
time, talent and treasure. Just like last year,
Il be donating a sermon topic to our
auction, and | hope to preach on it in May.

March 2010

Some housekeeping: I've taken on an
additional job so, as | learn to balance that
and our relationship, I'll be changing my day
off from Friday to Monday. | hope that this
change will make me more available to you.
Also, this month, you will have an
opportunity to speak with the Committee on
Ministry about our shared ministry together
on March 14" Our Congregational
Conversation after the service will be a time
when you can talk about working with a
minister. | know you will be generous and
kind with your positive and constructive
information. Learning to work with a minister
is an ongoing process and we keep finding
ways we can improve our work together.
Blessings on your head, heart and hands as
we move slowly and gently towards spring
within each of you and our shared
community.

Reverend Elizabeth Harding
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Upcoming Services

March 7
Women, Work and Wisdom
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

This week, we will examine the life and
legacy of Margaret Fuller Ossoli, known to
many Unitarian Universalists as one of our
own. The first feminist writer in America, Ms.
Fuller Ossoli had many other firsts in her life.
We will look at her legacy in relation to the
issues of women's rights we all face today,
especially those of women in developing
nations. It will be an exploration of
International Women's Day, which is March

8.

March 14
How To Make Yourself Miserable
Mike Merritt

Forrest Church was one of the more notable
Unitarian Universalist preachers in the last
20 years. He recently died of cancer. Mike
Merritt is doing a series of his sermons out
of respect for Dr. Church’'s contributions
from the pulpit. The topic for March 14™ is
“How to Make Yourself Miserable” originally
delivered by Dr. Church in May 2002.

March 21
Spring Has Sprung
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

The spring equinox is on March 20™ and, for
many of us, the spring denotes another
beginning in our lives. Let's hope the
weather matches the spring in our hearts.

Easter Plant Dedication

As in past years, the Caring Committee
invites you to remember your loved ones
and friends by purchasing an Easter plant.
This is a meaningful, visible sign of our love
for those we remember and honor as well as
adding beauty to our service on Easter
Sunday, April 4th.

Colorful, blooming, six-inch potted bulbs will
be delivered to us on Easter morning to
adorn the Barn for our service. You may

take your plants home, give them as gifts or
leave them at the Barn to have them
delivered to someone in need.

You may use the order form at the end of
this newsletter or the bright yellow order
form in your order of service on Sunday,
March 21% and on March 28" Return
orders with your payment of $10.00 per
plant to Jan Kirch or drop it in the Easter
Basket on the welcome table by Sunday,
March 28, 2010. For more information
please call Jan at 847-816-7602 or email her
at caring@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Our Caring Circle

Caring thoughts and prayers are extended
to Diana Fox whose niece has been
diagnosed with breast cancer and to Leo
Wazlo who willundergo surgery in early
March. We extend our healing thoughts and
prayers to Juliana Reed whose father is
recovering from recent illness, to Ralph
Churchill who is home recovering from a
recent emergency appendectomy, to the
Swartz family whose nephew recently
underwent brain surgery, to Nancy Lecraw
who is home recovering from her bout with
bronchial/pneumonia, to Susan Schreiber-
Devillez who is recovering from pneumonia
& diverticulitis, to Diana Fox as she recovers
from recent eye surgery and to Kent
McKenzie recovering from recent cheek
bone surgery.

Deepest condolences are sent to Chris &
Dayle Kozlowski on the recent passing of
Dayle's uncle.

Wishes of joy and happiness are extended
to Ralph Churchill whose temporary job
turned into full-time, permanent employment
and to Mike & Sally Merritt on the “same-
day” birthday celebrations of both daughter
and grandson.

Let us each be filled with the Joys &
Sorrows of our PCUUC family.

If you have a joy or concern to be published,
contact the Caring Committee:
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org.
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From Your President

| wanted to follow up on my message in last
month's newsletter with an update on the
next few Board meetings. As you may
recall, the Board is inviting members to
attend upcoming Board meetings during
which we will discuss specific topics of
importance to the congregation (in addition
to our usual agenda). In March, that topic
will be our 2010-2011 church budget.

The Board is interested in hearing
perspectives on budget priorities  of
importance to members. As many of you
know, this year the congregation agreed to a
deficit budget of roughly $12,000. At last
year's congregational meeting, we knew we
had the reserves to cover this expense. And
as it has turned out, with all of your help, we
seem likely to run a much smaller deficit and
use fewer reserves than anticipated.

However, the Board is concerned about the
notion of running two consecutive deficits.
This is one reason we would like thoughts
and perspectives from the members in
advance of our June congregational
meeting, the completion of our annual
pledge drive and final submissions of
committee budget proposals.

Thanks in advance to anyone willing to offer
their thoughts on this important topic. This
meeting will be held on Thursday, March
25", in the basement meeting room at State
Bank of the Lakes in Grayslake, 50
Commerce Drive, off of Center St.

| hope to see you there but, if you are
unable to attend, please feel free to share
your ideas with me or any of our Board
members in person, by phone or by e-mail.

Steve King
president@prairiecircleuuc.org
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Worship and Wonder
Speaker Ideas Needed

The Worship Committee is continually
looking for guest speakers to present at
PCUUC. Based on some of the ideas
generated at the January 23rd All-Church
Retreat, we are working to expand our
network of guest speakers. We need quality
presenters with a relevant message to share
with the PCUUC community, but we want to
consider people from diverse backgrounds --
people who we may not think of immediately
as "preachers" per se. Just a few ideas for
backgrounds that might make sense include:
religious leaders and inspirational or
motivational speakers, as well as experts in
religious studies, anthropology,
environmental studies, philosophy,
psychology, social sciences and nonprofit
organizations. If you know of anyone who
might be appreciated by the PCUUC
community as a guest speaker, please
contact Tonia Becker VerShaw at:
tbecker@putman.net.

Circle Dinners

During the remainder of the 2009/2010
church year, there will be Circle Dinners on
April 10 and June 12, 2010. These will be
small group dinners in PCUUC members’
homes in groups of approximately 8 - 12
people. When you sign up, please indicate
whether or not you would be willing to host
one of the dinners. To sign up, please
contact Sally Merritt at:

merrit69 99@yahoo.com.




Stone Soup Auction
Annual Fundraiser

March 20 at 6:00 p.m.
Libertyville Civic Center
135 West Church Street
Libertyville, IL 60048-2149

Our annual fundraiser is upon us and we are
hoping you will join us. This is the largest
and most important fundraising activity of
the year and we are counting on your
support. The money raised from this event
will be used to supplement the annual
budget and help those less fortunate than
ourselves.

As always, there is a social action
component to our event. We will be
donating 10% of all proceeds to PADS and
the Avon Food Pantry and we will be
collecting canned foods at the door. At our
last fundraiser, we collected an entire trunk-
load of food. Let’'s aim for two car loads this
time!

We are shooting for 150 guests this year so
please bring your friends and family or share
PCUUC with someone new. Our volunteers
have planned an evening filled with both live
and silent auctions, music, games, food,
drinks and fun.

Come experience a soup buffet with 20
crock pots of homemade soup and bread, a
bakery table with sweets to meet everyone’s
needs, and a bar serving home-brewed beer
as well as wine, soda, water and lemonade.
There will be something for everyone at the
table we are planning to set.
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Schedule of Events

6:00 — 7:30 Dinner

6:00 — 7:45 Silent Auction

6:00 — 8:00 Music and Games

6:00 —10:00 Dessert and Bakery Table
8:00 —9:00 Live Auction

9:15 -10:00 Checkout

Ticket Sales

Through March 20™;
Adults $15 ($18 at door)
Children $10 ($13 at door)

Calling All Parents

Have a night out. Childcare will be provided
from 6:00 p.m. until the end of the event.
We have rented a separate room for the
children and Laura Tomsky is planning fun
activities and food.

Auction Item Preview
(as of February 21%)

We are expecting even more exciting items,
services, and events so look for the official
Auction Book on March 14™

Personal Enrichment
Pottery classes
Piano lessons

Entertainment
Tie-dye party
Lake Forest Symphony tickets
Shoreline Dance Club
Asian dinner and horror movie
Venetian holiday/Carnivale dinner
Boat ride and dinner
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Steppenwolf tickets

Marriott Lincolnshire tickets

Lamb’s Farm family membership

2010/11 Early Music Concert Series
at the Byron Colby Barn

Old Town School of Folk Music
concert tickets



Dinner of smoked meats

Art
Custom graphite portrait

D
A

Beveled, framed mirrors
Framed photographs

Food
Egg Harbor Café
Pumpkin and rhubarb pies
S
=9
Gale Street Inn
Dover Straits
Mexican barbeque for four
Outback Steak house
Las Palmas
Tasty Thai
Lovin Oven Cakery
2,
&
Family Fishery
Liberty Restaurant
Rudy’s Mexican Grill
KFC
Ristorante Bottaio
Applebee’s Restaurant
Tang’'s Chinese Restaurant
Sunset Foods
Grandma V’s Restaurant
Cheesecake Factory
Trattoria Pomigliano
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Services
Window washing
Car washing
Firewood delivery and stacking
>
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Computer service call

Genealogy service
Massage therapy
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Q
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Dream interpretation
Garden tilling

Oil changes

Custom quilt service

@%

Posture and exercise evaluation
Grayslake YMCA family
membership

Travel/Vacations

Family vacation in northern
Wisconsin (6/19-26) at
YMCA Camp Nawakwa

Three-night stay at Arcadia Lodge in
Minnesota

Comfort Suites, Grayslake - one
night stay in a deluxe
whirlpool suite

Gift Baskets
Easter
Office supply
Family Fun and Games
Crab Tree and Evelyn
Someone’s in the Kitchen
Savvy Traveler
Baby layette
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Lamb’s Farm

Coffee and tea lover

Redken hair products and Arbonne
skin products

s@ M

Pure Peace & Pleasure

Other Items
Inflatable chair with pump
Handmade lace baby dress
Flowerama gift certificates
Stone cairn
Handmade jewelry




Russian Vodka and hand-painted
decanter

5 Ib. bag of jawbreakers

Handmade afghans

Mark and Lidia Wilson CDs

£

Murphy’s Health Store
How Impressive
Knives and Cutting Board

i

Don’'t miss your chance to bid on these
wonderful items on March 20" And
remember Mom and Dad - their special days
are coming in May and June.

Prairie Pennies Update

In the month of February, we had three new
Prairie Pennies participants and we made
$266.23 in revenue. That is a grand total of
$953.00 since November 1%. Thank you to
everyone who participated in Prairie Pennies
this month.

If we continue at this level of participation for
the next nine months, we will be on track to
raise $2859.00. Imagine what we could do if
everyone participated once a month!

We hope you will give Prairie Pennies a try
this month. It is easy for you and provides a
world of good for PCUUC.

Thank You
The Prairie Pennies Team

PRAIRIE PENNIES “TO GO~

JEWEL
ALWAYS DOMINICK’S
AVAILABLE SUNSET FOODS
GRAYSLAKE FEED
“CASH AND SPEEDWAY
CARRY EVERY SHELL
SUNDAY” STARBUCKS
WALGREENS

SCHEDULED ORDERS & RECURRING

ORDERS
ORDER DATE PICK UP DATE
March 7" March 14'
March 21% March 28"
April 4" April 11"
April 18" April 25"
May 2™ May 9"
May 16" May 23"
June 6™ June 13"
June 20" June 27"

Covenant Groups

A covenant group is a small group that
meets to discuss topics of interest and
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in
starting a new covenant group? Contact
Director of Religious Education Laura
Tomsky for more details:

re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Mother/Daughter Group

There has been interest in forming a
mother/daughter based on the book “The
Mother/Daughter Project: How Mothers and
Daughters Can Band Together Beat the
Odds and Thrive Through Adolescence”.
There will be an informational meeting on
January 24 following the service. Please
RSVP to Laura Tomsky at:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Father/Son Group

If there is any interest in a Father/Son group,
please contact Laura Tomsky at:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Prairie Women’s Covenant Group

The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant
group meets twice each month on the 1%
and 3" Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied.
New members are always welcome! Contact
DRE Laura Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.
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Lifespan Religious Education

My heart is capable of ever form, a cloister of the monk,
a temple for idols, a pasture for gazelles,
the votary’s Ka'ba, the tables of the Torah, the Qu'ran.
Love is the creed | hold; wherever turn His
camels, love is still my creed and faith.
- |bn ‘Arabi, Sufi mystic

What wonderful youth
blesses our
congregation!

On Sunday, February 28", our pre-teens
and teens presented a thoughtful, well-
spoken and uplifting service! The dedication
and commitment to giving their ideas a
voice, as well as the quiet confidence and
professional presentation, were evident to all
in attendance. This is a truly remarkable
group and | look forward to witnessing these
bright futures unfold!!

Special thanks to all of our Junior Service
Leaders (Annika Churchill, Rowan DeWitt,
Jessica Immermann, Yasmeen Johnson,
Devin Olson, Quinn McKenzie, Lauren
Rudloff and Emily Samson) and to everyone
who participated in the concept development
and worked behind the scenes to help make
this service possible.

Children’s RE - World
Religions Program

In our Children’s Religious Education
classes, we have been exploring World
Religions with music, art, crafts and
discussion.

So far we have read about the hero’s of the
Bible, played the dreidle game, taken an
imaginary pilgrimage to Mecca, celebrated
the colorful holiday of Holi, meditated in the
Lotus position and much, much more.

As the children experience these distinctly
different elements of worship and
celebration within the World's Religions, we
work to identify the common threads of
tolerance, celebrating life and the sacred,
and the importance of treating each other
with dignity, fairness and respect.

All children age 3 and up are welcome to
join us on Sundays during the regular
service. Supervised play is available in our
nursery each week for children under three.

3/7 - Exploring Hinduism - Art & Artifacts
3/14 - Exploring the Sikh Faith
3/21 - Celebrating the Spring Solstice

5" - 8" Graders: Join
PCPTSA

Prairie Circle Pre/Teens for Social Action
(PCPTSA) meets monthly during regular
services on the first Sunday of every
month.

Help PCPTSA Help the Homeless

The PCPTSA will be collecting and
putting together packages of toiletries for
PADS. We are looking for donations of

Growing our spirit, supporting community, nurturing the environment. 7



sample size shampoos, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash and the like, as
well as monetary donations to buy
additional supplies for this social action
project. Please drop your donations in
the marked basket at the Welcome Table
each Sunday.

Children’s
Room at our
Soup Fundraiser

Activity
Stone-

All children are welcomed to join us in our
special Children’s Activity Room on
March 20" during the Stone Soup
fundraiser. An event filled evening will
include supervised games, crafts, food
and movies. Tickets available for $10 in
advance or $13 at the door. Come join
the fun!!

RE Committee

The RE Committee is currently seeking
new members that are interested in
helping to set the direction and ensure
the success of future religious education
programs for adults and children. The
Religious Education Committee meets in
the evening on the third Monday of the
month. No experience necessary. All are
welcome. For information, please contact
Laura Franz at:
RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Adult Education and
Groups

Men’s Group
Meets 1% and 3" Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Please contact Laura Tomsky for more
information.

Book Group — Next Meeting March 21st

Karen Armstrong's “The Case for God”

Moving from the Paleolithic age to the
present, Karen Armstrong details the great
lengths to which humankind has gone in
order to experience a sacred reality that it
called by many names such as God,

Brahman, Nirvana, Allah or Dao. Focusing
especially on Christianity but including
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and
Chinese spiritualities, Armstrong examines
the diminished impulse toward religion in our
own time when a significant number of
people either want nothing to do with God or
guestion the efficacy of faith. Why has God
become unbelievable? Why is it that atheists
and theists alike now think and speak about
God in a way that veers so profoundly from
the thinking of our ancestors?

Answering these questions with the same
depth of knowledge and profound insight
that have marked all her acclaimed books,
Armstrong makes clear how the changing
face of the world has necessarily changed
the importance of religion at both the
societal and the individual level. And she
makes a powerful, convincing argument for
drawing on the insights of the past in order
to build a faith that speaks to the needs of
our dangerously polarized age. Yet she
cautions us that religion was never
supposed to provide answers that lie within
the competence of human reason; that, she
says, is the role of logos. The task of religion
is “to help us live creatively, peacefully and
even joyously with realities for which there
are no easy explanations.”

If interested in joining the book discussion
group and/or ordering a book please contact
Laura at 874-871-7049 or:
re@prariecircleuuc.org

As always, if you have any questions,
concerns or suggestions regarding our
religious education programming, please
feel free to contact me directly or any
member of the RE Committee.

In Love, Light and Learning,

Laura C. Tomsky
Director of Religious Education
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Our Wider Community

2010 General Assembly
Registration Began
March 1st

This year's UUA General Assembly will be
held close to home in Minneapolis from June
23 27" Join thousands of Unitarian
Universalists from across the United States
for the 2010 General Assembly (GA) in
Minneapolis. You'll experience wonderful
and uplifting worship services -- morning
and night -- led by some of our best worship
leaders with glorious music and inspiring
messages. Worshipping together with
thousands of fellow UUs at our Sunday
Worship Service is an experience that
should not be missed. General Assembly is
the way that our faith does business. Actions
of social withess are passed at GA,
elements that make up future policies are
discussed... and YOU have a voice in the
discussion.  You'll hear terrific speakers.
There will be hundreds of entertaining
programs and informative workshops
offering excellent support and learning for
leaders in our congregations. You'll be able
to join the witness for our faith and values in
moving and exciting ways. For more
information, visit the GA website at:
www.uua.org/events/generalassembly

Gurnee Community
Church Youth Auction

You are cordially invited to the Gurnee
Community Church Youth Dinner Auction:
5:00 p.m. on March 13, 2010, 4555 Old
Grand Avenue in Gurnee, 847-336-2392.

Earth Hour is March 27 W

On March 27 at 8:30 p.m. local time, millions
of people around the world will unite by
turning out their lights for one hour - Earth
Hour - to make a collective statement of
concern about our planet. Together, we can
turn out the lights on pollution and climate
change and show that we care about our
country, our planet and our future. Led by
the World Wildlife Fund, Earth Hour began
three years ago and is now the largest event
of its kind in the world. In 2009, nearly one
billion people from 4,100 cities in 87
countries shut off their lights, along
with international landmarks including the
Golden Gate Bridge, Eiffel Tower and Great
Pyramids. Participation is easy. By turning
off all non-essential lighting for one hour, we
can join cities, states, individuals and
governments throughout the world in calling
for action to save our planet. More info:
at www.EarthHour.org.

UUSC 101 Workshop

Join UUSC staff for learning and fellowship
at the First Unitarian Society in Madison.
Learn more about UUSC'’s history and
current human-rights and social-justice work
and find out how UUSC can help you put
your faith into action. The workshop is on
Saturday, March 6, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. followed
by worship with Charlie Clements at 4:30
p.m. and a catered reception at 6:15 p.m.
the event will be held at First Unitarian
Society, 900 University Bay Dr., Madison,
WI (www.fusmadison.org). For more
information or to RSVP for Saturday’s
activities, please contact Wendy Cooper at
wendyc@fusmadison.org.
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Newsletter Submissions

Final Notes

All submissions for the April 2010 newsletter are due by the end of the
day on February 2 The newsletter will be posted on the website at the
beginning of April. Please send submissions as attachments to Andrea
Mills, PCUUC'’s Office Administrator at: office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t

he Publication of the Newsletter:

Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include
your name and email address in your request. Thanks.

Visit PCUUC on the Internet at
http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org!

Rev. Elizabeth Harding
Steve King

Teresa Aguinaldo
Susan Bellmore

Mike Merritt

Norine Fendrych
Diana Fox

Andrea Mills

Laura Tomsky

Joyce DeWitt

Mark Wilson, Scott Helmke
Tonia Becker-Vershaw
Laura Franz

Inge Crowley

Peg Fredrickson

Rich Fendrych

TBD

Laurie Cubit

Teresa Aguinaldo

Jan Kirch

Sally Merritt

Jan Kirch

Dayle Kozlowski

Sara May

List of PCUUC Contacts

Consulting Minister

Board President

President Elect

Secretary

Treasurer

Trustee

Trustee

Administrator

Director of Religious Education
Choir Director

Music Committee

Worship Committee

RE Committee

Social Action Committee
Social Action Committee
Membership/Publicity Committee
Long Range Planning Committee
Nominating Committee
Hospitality Committee

Caring Committee

Committee on Ministry
Fundraising Committee
Fundraising Committee
Webmaster

Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org
President@prairiecircleuuc.org
VP @prairiecircleuuc.org
Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org
Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Office@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org
Choir@prairiecircleuuc.org
Music@prairiecircleuuc.org
Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE-Committee @ prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org
Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org
Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org
Social events@prairiecircleuuc.org
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org
COM@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org
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Easter Plant Order Form

We invite you to remember your loved ones and friends by purchasing an Easter plant. This is a
meaningful, visible sign of our love for those we remember and honor and a way of adding beauty

to our service on Easter.

Please order Easter plants at $10.00 per plant.

In memory of:

In honor of:

NAME:

PHONE NUMBER:

After the service on Easter morning on April 4 (check one):
Deliver to someone in need

| will pick-up after the service

A variety of 6” potted bulbs (daffodils, tulips and hyacinths) will be ordered.

The deadline is Sunday, March 28, 2010.

CHECK OR CASH must accompany this form. Please make checks payable to “PCUUC” with
“Easter plant” in the memo area and place in the Easter Basket on the information table or mail
them directly to Jan Kirch, 30908 N. Pinehurst Ct, Libertyville, IL 60048.
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