Notes from the Prairie

Minister’s Message

Dear Members and Friends:

In this month, Laura Tomsky and | will be
working together to plan religious education
for the next year. We will put together a
format that will be helpful to our volunteers
and exciting for our children and youth. Our
calendar for the next year will be up on the
website at the end of this first week of May,
barring unforeseen circumstances. We are
excited about this achievement.  Many
committees worked together to create a
calendar that will be accessible to all and will
help with planning for the year to come. All
the activities can be linked together this way
-- worship will connect with religious
education, which will connect with social
action, which will connect with hospitality,
and so on. This connection is a wonderful
window into the congregation. It shows our
newcomers, members and friends that we
are working to create an organized
experience of church. That is a gift for
everyone.

During the past two years, | have had such a
powerful experience with you all. Some of it
provided a steep learning curve. Some of it
was a simple joy to do what | love doing —
ministry -- with all of you, who love this
congregation. By now, you have received
the letters from the Board of Directors and
me, detailing the decision not to continue
our relationship as congregation minister.
The remaining weeks we have together
provide us time for goodbyes. | will be on
study leave, but available by phone as
needed: May 16th — 22nd, June 1st — 5th,
and June 7th — 12th. | will be in the pulpit
often this month and preach for the last time
on June 6th. | will attend the Annual Meeting
on June 13th. My vacation begins June
13th; | will be at General Assembly June
23rd — 27th; and on vacation til July 31st.

May 2010

The Reverend Mark Morrison-Reed has
written a powerful reflection about ministerial
departures. The link is imbedded below.
Please read it; it will offer an insight into
what leave-taking means for ministers. He
writes: You shall die to the congregation
so that the ministry might live.” What
does that mean?

When | entered the ministry | made an
explicit covenant with my colleagues to
maintain no relationship with a congregation
or its members after | had completed my
service to them. It has been a precious thing
to have been your minister, to have been
entrusted with your secrets and sorrows,
your doubts and decisions, your joys and
your journeys, your insights and inspirations.
For you to really have the emotional space
and openness to welcome someone else, |
know that | have to leave completely, just as
the future ministers of this congregation will
have to do in the future. We ministers do this
for each other because it is in the covenant
we agree to abide by. We ministers also do
this because of our (sometimes unspoken)
covenants with our congregations to always
act for their best health and wellbeing. We
let ourselves die to the congregation so that
our ministry — all the good that was done
during our time with a congregation — might
live and grow and not be undermined.
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That's the theoretical part. Practically, that
means that you and | can say hello at district
and national events in the future; that we
can meet once again at anniversary
celebrations of the congregation; and if | run
into you in Chicago, | will most definitely
want to know how you and your family are
doing. It does mean that | will not discuss
the congregation or its new minister with you
because that would mean both you and | are
not maintaining healthy boundaries around
ministry.

In the next few weeks, | hope to have a
good goodbye with you, one where we say
everything we need to say, and let it be a
mutual leave-taking that is healthy and
open. | look forward to our ongoing
conversations during this month and the
beginning of June. | will continue to hold
each and every one of you in my heart,
sending blessings to you and your family.

Blessings,
Elizabeth Harding

http://uua.org/documents/morrison-
reedmark/afterthistles.pdf

Upcoming Services

May 9
Honor Thy Mother
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

This Sunday, we will have a homily about
the historically important mothers -- both in
our lives and in the Unitarian Universalist
movement. Come celebrate the nurturers in
your lives as we acknowledge the 140th
anniversary of Julia Ward Howe, one of our
most famous mothers. In addition, we will
have a small ritual as a way to engage our
memories. Come prepared to name the
mothers who have been important to you.

May 16

No Service

The Barn is unavailable due to the Liberty
Prairie Conservancy's Prairie Pedal to
celebrate and support the Conservancy’s
land preservation work.

Join us for a caravan to the Olympia Brown
UU Church in Racine for their 11:00 a.m.
service followed by lunch with some of their
members. For more information, contact:
Social Events@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Or, assist the Membership/Publicity
Committee at our Prairie Pedal relief and
information station in the Niec's yard in
Prairie Crossing from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon.
Both adults and children are needed
to represent our congregation. If you can
provide an hour or more of your time, please
send an e-mail with your name, the number
of people and the time you can help to:
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org.

May 23
Happiness on Our Minds
Rabbi Herbert Bronstein

This sermon was inspired by the fact that in
recent times there seems to be an upswing
in individuals’ preoccupation with happiness.
Rabbi Herbert Bronstein is a repeat visitor to
PCUUC. He is Emeritus/Senior Scholar of
North Shore Congregation Israel, Glencoe,
and teaches History of Religions at Lake
Forest College.

May 30

Teacher  Appreciation and  Flower
Communion

Reverend Elizabeth Harding

With the assistance of our youth and Laura
Tomsky, DRE, we will acknowledge our
teachers and celebrate our Unitarian
Universalist Flower Communion. Bring a
flower of your choosing to share, honoring
the place of the individual within our
community.

Welcome Our Newest

Members!

Frank and Leslie Kratcoski and their two
sons, Alex and Max, have become our latest
members. They live in Libertyville, enjoy Boy
Scouts and camping. They have been
attending PCUUC for about 2 months. Their
sons participate in our RE program. We are
very pleased to welcome the Kratcoski
family into the PCUUC family.
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Our Caring Circle

We extend our caring thoughts and prayers
to Donna Marshall and the DeWitt family for
their concerns about their parents' health; to
Dayle & Chris Kozlowski's friend whose
infant's health is a concern; to the Carre'
family whose mother/grandmother is ill.
Healing wishes are extended to Jaime
Churchill. We continue to keep Leo Wazlo
in our thoughts and prayers as he heals
from recent surgery. Our deepest
condolences to Laura Franz whose
grandmother recently passed away.

Wishes of joy and happiness for visiting
parents are extended to the Kratcoski family,
Laura Tomsky and Jim & Laurie Cubit.
Congratulatory wishes are extended to
Reverend Elizabeth Harding on her recent
engagement. Glad tidings, as well, to the
DeWitt family who have a new baby
nephew/cousin, John; to the McKenzie
family who are proud of the recent
accomplishments of their children Quinn and
Tempest; to Mike & Sally Merritt whose
daughter recently attended Prom.

Wishes of joy are being sent to the Klick
family who is expecting their family addition
in about 4 weeks; to Carolyn Aehl whose
sister just celebrated her 70th birthday and
to Rich & Norine Fendrych who will be
vacationing in our national parks. Joys of
praise were expressed by Jaime Churchill
for our youth service leaders.

Let us each be filled with the Joys &
Sorrows of our PCUUC family.

If you have a joy or concern to be published,
contact the Caring Committee:
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Fundraising ldeas Are
Welcome

Your input is needed as the Fundraising
Committee plans for the coming year. As
you know, our next major auction will be
held in the fall of 2011. Between now and
then, a variety of smaller fundraisers will be
scheduled. Some ideas that have been
submitted are:

- beer tasting

- holiday cookie exchange

- soup party

- theater/concert coffee house event
- rummage sale

- talent show

- film festival

- folk concert

- art festival

- wellness fair

- road rally - scavenger hunt

- Scrabble tournament

- Borders gift wrapping

- team trivia

- bulb sale

- sock hop

- dinner dance

- Lambs Farm family picnic

- PCUUC calendar

- PCUUC materials: mugs, caps, etc.

Additional fundraising ideas are most
welcome. Kindly submit your thoughts to:
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.com. If you
have a particular favorite in the list above,
we would love to hear that, too. We want to
plan events that are exciting and engaging
for all of our friends and members as well as
the community at large.

Thank you in advance for your help.

Jan Kirch and Dayle Kozlowski
Fundraising Committee Co-Chairs
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Not Up For a Committee?

Want to help out but not able to fit monthly
committee meetings into your schedule?
Can't make a long-term commitment? Need
flexibility in where and when you help? We
have just the thing! PCUUC will be
converting to an online member directory
available from our website so that you will
be easily be able to access up-to-date
information without digging through that junk
drawer. However, we don’t have the staffing
resources to enter our current membership’s
information into a new system. But, maybe
you can help? We need a volunteer (or
several) to access the new system from our
website and enter in the name, address,
phone number and e-mail addresses for
each of our members and friends. It's easy!
See photo above. If you can type, you can
do this. It can be done from the comfort of
your own home whenever you have a spare
moment or two. It can be done with children
hanging off of you. It can be done in the
middle of the night when you have insomnia.
It can be done at work when your boss is not
looking. Its the perfect volunteer
opportunity. If you think you have what it
takes, e-mail our Administrator, Andrea, at:
office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Voting Rights Deadline

Being a voting member of Prairie Circle UU
Congregation is part of our highly-valued
democratic process and it is important for
each person in our congregation to support
that process and our community. According
to our bylaws, a person must be a member

for 30 days before the annual meeting to be
eligible to vote. Therefore, May 9th is the
last day to become a member and be
eligible to vote at the annual meeting on
June 13th. If you are ready to become a
member, contact John or Inge Crowley,
Donna Marshall, Penny Sue McKenzie,
Duane Shaneyfelt, Marty VerShaw or Leo
Wazlo. You will need to complete a pledge
form and sign the book no later than May
9th. If you have questions, send an e-mail
to:

membership@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Got Pictures?

The Membership and Publicity Committee is
working to update our congregation's
website, which is the first point of contact for
almost half of our first-time visitors. In an
effort to show off our vibrant, active
community, we are asking you to share your
digital pictures of our congregation's

activities -- both recentand past. The
pictures will be wused to enhance our
website with visual displays

of our community. Pictures can be sent to:
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org.
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Social Action News
PADS

On April 18th, Petros, Gus, Peg and Inge
served a meal at the PADS Family Center.
Although the number of people served that
afternoon was smaller than usual, they
assured us that the food that was left over
would be served for lunch the next day. The
kids loved the sweet treats and the bananas
and apples that they could eat later on in the
evening. Thank you to all who contributed
to make this meal a success.

Adopt-A-Family

The Adopt-a-Family project is ongoing
and Diana Fox is in contact with the Social
Worker/Adviser to the family to assess their
particular needs. Soon we will inform the
church members and friends who have so
generously donated of how their money is
being used in the support of this family.
Avon Township Food Pantry Bank

PCUUC received a thank you letter from the
Township for our latest contributions. The
need is ever increasing. In January,
February and March, they provided much
needed food supplies to 6,600 persons. With
our financial contributions, they are able to
stock their refrigerators and freezers with
meat, milk and cheese. High on their wish
list is fresh produce. Maybe PCUUC's
gardeners could plant an extra row or two of
carrots to donate to the food bank!

UUSC Update

The UUSC is partnering with the Papaye
Peasant Movement in Haiti. Reconstruction
in the devastated rural areas as well as in
the government areas of Port-au-Prince
must focus on long term solutions as well as
the immediate humanitarian needs from the
earthquake's devastation. More than 80%
of the population lives in these ultra poor
areas. This movement, directed by
Chavannes Jean-Baptiste, has not been
receiving needed aid. Jean-Baptiste
suggested key areas to help the recovery in
his visit to UUSC's Cambridge, Mass. offices
on March 26. They are: all Haitians need to

have a "place at the table" in plans and
development talks; Port-au-Prince needs to
be decentralized; the country needs jobs for
earthquake survivors and families as well as
sustainable food and shelter. UUSC's
Manager of Rights in Humanitarian Crises
Program, Martha Thompson, notes in all of
these developments that lack of Haitian
government leadership and ineffective
response to the earthquake along with poor
coordination of international aid has made
for a dire situation, especially in the
countryside. Baptiste expressed gratitude
for UUSC "support and solidarity".

Other work done in Haiti by the UUSC
included bringing a team from the Trauma
Resource Institute (TRI) to Haiti to assist in
desperate mental health treatment needs in
Port-au-Prince and in rural areas. They
worked in training others, assessment and
healing techniques.

Other key areas of endeavor for the UUSC
are: civil liberties, economic justice,
environmental justice and rights in
humanitarian crises. Work continues in
Uganda, Gaza, Darfur, and Kenya. Go
to http://www.uusc.org for more info.

Worship and Wonder

Speaker Ideas Needed

The Worship Committee is continually
looking for guest speakers to present at
PCUUC. Based on some of the ideas
generated at the January 23rd All-Church
Retreat, we are working to expand our
network of guest speakers. We need quality
presenters with a relevant message to share
with the PCUUC community, but we want to
consider people from diverse backgrounds --
people who we may not think of immediately
as "preachers" per se. Just a few ideas for
backgrounds that might make sense include:
religious leaders and inspirational or
motivational speakers, as well as experts in
religious studies, anthropology,
environmental studies, philosophy,
psychology, social sciences and nonprofit
organizations. If you know of anyone who
might be appreciated by the PCUUC
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community as a guest speaker, please
contact Tonia Becker VerShaw at:
tbecker@putman.net.

Reminder of the New Chancel Decoration
Procedure

Reverend Harding, the Caring Committee
and the Worship Committee would like to
remind members of the recently established
Chancel Decoration Procedure. As you
read in the April newsletter, this procedure
allows our community to celebrate and
honor a special person or event in their life.
If you would like to participate by purchasing
flowers to decorate the chancel,

email your intentions to:
flowers-worship@pcuuc.orgd/.

Circle Dinners

During the remainder of the 2009/2010
church year, there will be one final Circle
Dinner on June 12, 2010. Circle Dinners are
small group dinners in PCUUC members’
homes in groups of approximately 8 - 12
people. When you sign up, please indicate
whether or not you would be willing to host
one of the dinners. To sign up, please
contact Sally Merritt at:

merrit69 99@yahoo.com.

Covenant Groups

A covenant group is a small group that
meets to discuss topics of interest and
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in

starting a new covenant group? Contact
Director of Religious Education Laura
Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Mother/Daughter Group

There has been interest in forming a
mother/daughter based on the book “The
Mother/Daughter Project: How Mothers and
Daughters Can Band Together Beat the
Odds and Thrive Through Adolescence”.
There will be an informational meeting on
January 24 following the service. Please
RSVP to Laura Tomsky at:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Father/Son Group

If there is any interest in a Father/Son group,
please contact Laura Tomsky at:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Prairie Women’s Covenant Group

The PCUUC Prairie Women’'s Covenant
group meets twice each month on the 1%
and 3" Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00

PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied.
New members are always welcome! Contact
DRE Laura Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.
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Lifespan Religious Education

Very early | knew that the only object in life
was to grow.
- Margaret Fuller

Celebrating Earth Day

| hope you all enjoyed our most recent
intergenerational service on Earth Day. The
talent and willingness to participate that our
young congregates exhibit is always
wonderful to see.

A special thank-you to Joyce Dewitt for
providing her creativity and direction as we
embarked on incorporating chimes into the
children’s special music presentation. Joyce
always does such a great job of making
music accessible and enjoyable for all.

Please be sure to join us for the final
intergenerational service of the church year.
We will be holding our Flower Communion
along with showing our appreciation for our
Religious Education teachers and helpers
on Sunday, May 30th.

Children’s Religious
Education

In our Children’s Religious Education
classes, we are beginning to wrap up our
exploration of World Religions. Most
recently, our classes took a break from
routine to celebrate the impending arrival of
a new member to our children’s community.

Ken Klick, one of our long time and
dedicated Religious Education teachers, and
his family will soon be welcoming a new
baby girl into their family. To help them
celebrate our classes joined together to
create some unique UU fashions by using
fabric markers to decorate t-shirts for the
baby with welcoming and educational
messages related to our seven UU
principles.

We look forward to many new adventures in
the coming weeks as we finish up this year’s
study of World Religions and work our way
towards the exciting social action summer
program.

All children age 3 and up are welcome to
join us on Sunday’s during regular service.
Supervised play is available in our nursery
each week for children under three.

5" - 8" Graders: Join
PCPTSA

Prairie Circle Pre/Teens for Social Action
(PCPTSA) meets monthly during regular
services on the first Sunday of every
month.
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RE Committee

The RE Committee is currently seeking
new members that are interested in
helping to set the direction and ensure
the success of future religious education
programs for adults and children. The
Religious Education Committee meets in
the evening on the third Monday of the
month. No experience necessary. All are
welcome. For information, please contact
Laura Franz at:

RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Adult
Groups

Education and

Men’s Group
Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Please contact Laura Tomsky for more
information.

Book Group

May 9th - Karen Armstrong's “The Case for
God”

There is still time to join in on the discussion
of this intriguing book. We will be sharing
our thoughts on Part | — The Unknown God
(Chapters 1 through 6) beginning on May
9th. If you are interested in joining the book
discussion group and/or ordering a book,
please contact Laura at 874-871-7049 or:
re@prariecircleuuc.org

Adult Education Sunday

Adult education classes meet on the 3rd
Sunday of month at 10:45 following the
regular service.

May 3rd — Articulating Your UU Faith: If you
have ever struggled with the explanation of
your UU beliefs, this class is for you!

June 20th — Healing Our Soil: The wonder
of organic worm farms.

As always, if you have any questions,
concerns or suggestions regarding our
religious education programming, please
feel free to contact me directly or any
member of the RE Committee.

In Love, Light and Learning,

Laura C. Tomsky
Director of Religious Education
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Our Wider Community

Midwest Unitarian
Universalist Summer
Assembly (MUUSA)

MUUSA is a fun, safe place for families of all
kinds, for children, teens, young adults,
singles, couples, and mature adults.

MUUSA is a place for creativity, friendship,
learning, relaxing and sharing time together.
MUUSA takes place from July 4th to July
10th, 2010 in Lake of the Ozarks, YMCA
Trout Lodge, Potosi, MO. Please
visit wwvw.MUUSA.org for more information
and to download a full brochure and a
description of this wonderful week -- the
easiest vacation you'll ever take!

Personal Ritual-Making
for Women

The Bradford Community Church UU in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, is hosting a workshop
for women on personal ritual-making
facilitated by Ruth Barrett. The program will
fun from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, May
8th. For more information, contact Trudy
Farrell: trudymf@ameritech.net.

Chicago Green Festival

The Chicago Green Festival will be held on
May 22nd — 23rd at Navy Pier. There will be
more than 150 speakers and artists, 350
local and national green businesses, plus
hands-on workshops, and people-and-
planet-friendly choices to motivate you to
take the next step in greener living. There
wil be a Green Home Pavilion, a
Community Action Pavilion, a Green Kid's
Zone and dozens of speakers @ --
all at a nearly zero-waste event! Green
America members get into Green Festival
for free. For more information, go to:
www.greenamericatoday.org.

Director of Youth
Ministries

North Shore Unitarian Church is currently
accepting applications for a part time
Director of Youth Ministries. They are
looking for an experience educator
interested in building a program rooted in
the Unitarian Universalist faith, service and
leadership in the community and the
commitment to nurture and grow the spiritual
lives of our teens. If you are interested in
applying for this position, please send your
resume and cover letter to our Director of
Religious Education, Schuyler Vogel. He
can be reached by email at dre@nsuc.orq,
by phone at 847-235-1955. All applications
should be received no later than May 16th.
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Newsletter Submissions

Final Notes

All submissions for the June 2010 newsletter are due by the end of the
day on May 25. The newsletter will be posted on the website at the
beginning of May. Please send submissions as attachments to Andrea
Mills, PCUUC'’s Office Administrator at: office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t

he Publication of the Newsletter:

Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include
your name and email address in your request. Thanks.

Visit PCUUC on the Internet at
http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org!

Rev. Elizabeth Harding
Steve King

Teresa Aguinaldo
Susan Bellmore

Mike Merritt

Norine Fendrych
Diana Fox

Andrea Mills

Laura Tomsky

Joyce DeWitt

Mark Wilson, Scott Helmke
Tonia Becker-Vershaw
Laura Franz

Inge Crowley

Peg Fredrickson

Rich Fendrych

TBD

Laurie Cubit

Teresa Aguinaldo

Jan Kirch

Sally Merritt

Jan Kirch

Dayle Kozlowski

Sara May

List of PCUUC Contacts

Consulting Minister

Board President

President Elect

Secretary

Treasurer

Trustee

Trustee

Administrator

Director of Religious Education
Choir Director

Music Committee

Worship Committee

RE Committee

Social Action Committee
Social Action Committee
Membership/Publicity Committee
Long Range Planning Committee
Nominating Committee
Hospitality Committee

Caring Committee

Committee on Ministry
Fundraising Committee
Fundraising Committee
Webmaster

Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org
President@prairiecircleuuc.org
VP @prairiecircleuuc.org
Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org
Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Office@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org
Choir@prairiecircleuuc.org
Music@prairiecircleuuc.org
Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE-Committee @ prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org
Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org
Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org
Social events@prairiecircleuuc.org
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org
COM@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org
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