Notes from the Prairie

Minister’s Message

Dear Friends,

Welcome to another month together! So
much is going on at Prairie Circle. | can't
help but notice that we have much to be
grateful for this month. We have a wonderful
community of people, full of flexibility,
interdependence and knowledge about
Unitarian Universalism. Our staff and Board
of Directors strive to make Prairie Circle a
warm, welcoming place to all. And we have
enthusiastic children who are full of curiosity
about their tradition and the world.

In November, it is easy to want to hunker
down and prepare for winter. The days are
getting shorter, the wind colder and the
leaves on the trees are disappearing.
Instead, at our congregation, it's a time for
preparing for religious education offerings,
participating in worship and other social
events, and looking at our opportunities to
help others. Our Thanksgiving
intergenerational service will focus once
again on our association’s program of Guest
At Your Table (GAYT). For those of you who
are new to Unitarian Universalism, this
program is a way for us to help others who
are less fortunate in other countries. We
keep a box on our table, filling it with change
when able and then we send off the total to
the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee (UUSC). We'll begin the program
on Sunday, November 22, 2009, distributing
our boxes during the service and we’'ll
collect those boxes full of change on
January 3 2010. This program is a UU
tradition and one that our children especially
will love to participate in -- every little bit
counts!

Looking ahead, we will be collecting baby
supplies for our Christmas tree on Christmas
Eve. We’'ll be making ornaments to decorate
our tree in our religious education classes

November 2009

and we hope to have baby supplies as
wrapped presents under our tree this year --
baby supplies were identified by the shelter
we support as a congregation; it's something
to put in your thinking cap as you do your
weekly shopping!

The Board of Directors and | continue to
welcome your feedback and support as we
work together to identify ways our theme of
growth will affect and change our
congregation. We hope you will join us in
identifying the ways you would like to be
caring for our congregation as well as the
many ways we are grateful for one another.
Blessings on you and your family and your
head, heart and hands as we work together.

In faith and care,

Elizabeth Harding

Growing our spirit, supporting community, nurturing the environment. 1



Upcoming Services

November 8
Seeking Religious Exploration
Reverend Rudra Dundzilla

We are a free people. We can do what we
want and say what we want. We also have
freedom of religious beliefs. But are we free
in spirit? What tethers our spirit? How can
we attain spiritual freedom?

November 15
How Our Church Can Grow?
Steve King

PCUUC agreed two years ago that it wanted
and expected to grow as a church
community. But we have found that desired
growth elusive. This sermon reaffirms the
decision to grow and invites the community
into a continued dialogue about how to
achieve that growth.

November 22

Intergenerational Thanksgiving Sunday:
Stone Soup

Reverend Elizabeth Harding and

Laura Tomsky, DRE

This Sunday, we will begin our Guest at
Your Table Program. Please come prepared
to share what you are grateful for in our
Congregational Conversation. This Sunday
will be an intergenerational service.

November 29
How Are You Going To Answer the Call?
Marty VerShaw

This sermon will explore managing the three
important spheres of relationships in our
lives from a UU perspective— our
relationships with the community at large,
our relationships with those close to us and
our relationships with ourselves.

Poinsettia & Candy Sale

The Fundraising Committee is sponsoring
a Holiday Poinsettia & Candy Sale in
December. Use these items as hostess
gifts, holiday gifts or for your own holiday

party needs. Plants will decorate the church
on December 13 and will be ready along
with boxes of Fanny May Candies for pick-
up following our service. Look for specific
information and order forms at the end of
November.

What's a Prairie Penny?

Our church community is composed of
none other than ourselves; its vitality
is our vitality; its resources are our
own; its worth is composed of what we
give to it. We give to it that which we
can give, in all the ways we can. We
are the Church, and our support is its
life.

Prairie Pennies (formerly known as SCRIP)
are gift cards that earn money for PCUUC
while you shop. It is that simple. They're
the same qift cards that you buy at the store
and give as gifts. Each participating retailer
has agreed to contribute a percentage of the
face value of each gift card to our
congregation (from 2-15%).

What's in it for me?
A simple way to give to PCUUC
without spending more money than
you already do.
The amount of Prairie Pennies your
gift cards generate for PCUUC can
be used as a tax deductible
charitable contribution.
A chance to win the monthly Prairie
Pennies prize.
A chance to win the Prairie Pennies
Premier Award.

What's in it for PCUUC?
A regular source of revenue to
supplement the PCUUC budget and
sustain our congregational growth.

What's “New and Improved” about
Prairie Pennies?
The Name
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Starting November 2009 there will
be a Prairie Pennies table at church.
This will be your “go to” place for
learning about Prairie Pennies,
purchasing cards and keeping tabs
on our progress towards our goal.
Orders will now be delivered twice a
month instead of once a month.

We are now offering the opportunity
for a potential tax deduction.

We will be communicating with you
on a regular basis through the
newsletter, the order of service, the
PCUUC Website, e-mail and text
messages (if you choose).

What's our congregational goal?
Twenty new Prairie  Pennies
participants this fiscal year

How can | purchase Prairie Pennies?

- You can purchase Prairie Pennies
from our inventory at the Prairie
Pennies table. We call this “Prairie
Pennies to Go” .

You can place an order online from
your own computer or you can
complete a paper order form by the
1% or 3 Sunday of each month.
You can pick these orders up the
following Sunday at the Prairie
Pennies table. We call these
“Scheduled” orders.

You can request a standing monthly
order using direct debit from a bank
account of your choosing. These
orders will be available on the 2" or
4" Sunday (depending on your
order). We call this a “Recurring”
order.

How can | pay for my Prairie Pennies?
cash

check
direct debit

Over the coming months we will be
communicating more about Prairie Pennies.
If you used Prairie Pennies only for your gas
and groceries (estimated at $500 per month)
you could raise an estimated $240 per year.
Imagine our collective impact.

As members, friends and visitors of the
PCUUC community we commit to helping
the church in all the ways we can because
“we are the church, and our support is its
life.”  The choice to participate in Prairie
Pennies is personal. For us, participating in
Prairie Pennies has become one of the ways
our families choose to live up to our
commitment to PCUUC and all of our fellow
congregants. We hope you will join us in
this commitment. Together we can make a
big difference.

Thank you for your time and commitment.
Please stop by the Prairie Pennies table to
learn more and keep a look out for our
upcoming communications.

Dayle Kozlowski
daylerkozlowski@yahoo.com

Jan Kirch

IDEASJan@yahoo.com

Co-Chairs PCUUC Fundraising Sub-
Committee

Sign Up for 2009/2010
Circle Dinners

During the 2009/2010 church year, there will
be Circle Dinners on:

January 9, 2010
April 10, 2010
June 12, 2010
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These will be small group dinners in PCUUC
members’ homes in groups of approximately
8 - 12 people. When you sign up, please
indicate whether or not you would be willing
to host one of the dinners. To sign up,
please contact Sally Merritt at:

merrit69 99@yahoo.com.

Wine Tasting Fundraiser

Don’t Forget!!

The fundraising committee is hosting a
“Getting Ready for the Holidays” wine
tasting November 14, at 7:00 p.m. at Wine
Knows, 1130 Washington St. in Grayslake.
(across from CLC). Bring your friends and
sample a full menu of wines at all prices,
sample complimentary food pairings, get
your holiday celebration wine and hostess
gifts, enter to win the free raffle, and raise
money for charity. A canned food collection
will be taken at the door and a portion of all
proceeds will be donated to the Avon Food
Pantry and PADS Crisis Services. $15
donation at door. We look forward to tasting
with you!

Social Action News

Holiday Project for PADS Crisis Services

Last year, the Social Action Committee
coordinated a very successful sock
collection for PADS clients. This year we
will collect disposable diapers and baby
wipes to stock their shelters where these
items are constantly in high demand and
short supply. Donations will be accepted
beginning at the November 29 service and
ending Christmas Eve.

As you may remember, our Christmas Eve
service last year featured a sock tree.
Socks worked as ornaments; diapers and
wipes...... not so much!  Therefore the
committee is asking our members and
friends, young and old, to please also
donate a simple handmade ornament
featuring a baby or toddler theme. We'll
have some samples on the Social Action
Table to spark your imagination.

Guest at Your Table Begins November 22

The mission statement of the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee (UUSC)
says it “advances human rights and social
justice by partnering with those who confront
unjust power structures and mobilizing to
challenge oppressive policies.” In other
words, “bringing hope where hope is hard to
find.”

This coming May, the UUSC celebrates the
70" anniversary of its founding. For almost
half of those 70 years, UU congregations
have supported the Service Committee’s
work through the Guest at Your Table
program. Pick up a Guest at Your Table box
during this year's program, place it where
you have your meals and keep it there
during the holiday season. During that
time, share the Stories of Hope (stories
drawn from UUSC's human rights work) to
imagine a different guest at your table with
you each week. As often as you can, insert
coins or bills in the box. Please return the
box, or write a check to UUSC, by January
9, 2010.

Any donation, regardless of size, is
appreciated. Donations in the following
amounts qualify for membership in UUSC:
$40 single regular membership, $75 dual
regular membership, $20 seniors (65 and
over), and $10 students and youth. All
individual and family unrestricted
contributions of $100 or more are eligible to
be matched dollar for dollar by the UU
Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset,
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N.Y. Memberships are valid for one year.
UUSC members stay up to date on human
rights issues through regular mailings, action
alerts and the UUSC newsletter, Rights
Now. Celebrate UU faith in action, share
your blessings, bring hope!

Help Promote Climate Justice!

The UUSC is the global social action and
social justice effort organization of the
Unitarian Universalist Association.
Immediate life assistance and social justice
is needed for the most vulnerable areas on
the globe to get aid to the most affected
areas in sub-Saharan Africa and other
stricken areas. These regions are ill-
prepared for the drastic impact of climate
change already occurring. The UUSC is
focusing awareness and asking for financial
help for its work to mitigate the impact of
drought, food and water shortages and other
life threatening problems in areas such as
Darfur. Competition for land and water
has exacerbated still ongoing conflicts
involving genocidal war. Communities and
families have been torn apart. Hunger and
the need for potable water are always
paramount.

A gift of $35 will provide materials and
equipment to help a woman stay in the
safety of a displaced person's camp and
make a living for her family at the same
time. Other ways to help may be found by
visiting the UUSC website:

WWW.UUSC.0org.

Duane Shaneyfelt, PCUUC’s UUSC
Representative

Covenant Groups

New Covenant Groups

A covenant group is a small group that
meets to discuss topics of interest and
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in
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starting a new covenant group? Contact
Director of Religious Education Laura
Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Prairie Women’s Covenant Group

The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant
group meets twice each month on the 1%
and 3" Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied, but
some examples include spirituality, voluntary
simplicity, body image and personal growth.
New members are always welcomel
Contact DRE Laura Tomsky for more
details: re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Introduction to PCUUC
and Pathway to
Membership

November 22", 10:45 a.m. to noon

The Membership Committee extends a
warm invitation to all adult non-members
and recent members that have not
previously attended a Introduction to
PCUUC and Pathway to Membership
Session. We will meet in the Barn after
Sunday Service on November 22nd and
proceed to a separate classroom for the
meeting. Child care can be provided. If
needed, please let us know in advance. The
purpose of the meeting is to provide those
considering membership in PCUUC with an
opportunity to participate in an informal
group introduction to the organizational
structure of our congregation, our history
and future and current opportunities for
"Growing our spirit, supporting community,
and nurturing the environment."



Lifespan Religious Education

Should some sigh of others reach this our lonely
planet Earth

Differences of form and speech must not hide our
common worth

When at length our minds are free and the clouds
of fear disperse

Then at last we'll learn to be Children of the
Universe.

- John Andrew Storey

Children’s RE

The World Religions curriculum  for
children’'s religious education is well
underway. Together, through music, art,
crafts, games and discussion, we have
explored what Unitarian Universalist believe,
and how ways of thinking can find similar
threads in both the Jewish faith and inherent
in Native American spirituality. We have
navigated the distinctly different elements of
worship and celebration working to identify
the common threads of treating each other
with dignity, fairness and respect.

All children age 3 and up are welcome to
join us on Sunday's during the regular
service. Please watch the weekly RE news
announcements for the current monthly
schedule and topics of discussion. A full
calendar is available on our website in the
Religious Education section.

10/25 — Native American Spirituality

11/01 — Native American Spirituality
(PCPSA Group Meeting)

11/08 — Baha'i Faith

11/15 — Intergenerational Service Practice
11/22 — Thanksgiving Intergenerational
Service

6" - 8" Graders: Join
PCPSA

Prairie Circle Pre-Teens for Social Action
(PCPSA) meets monthly during regular
services on the first Sunday of every month.
All welcome.

Adult RE

Adult Religious Education Sunday

Please be sure to mark your calendars for
the THIRD SUNDAY of every month. The
Board and Committees have agreed to
designate these Sundays as “meeting free”
Sundays so all interested adults can attend
special adult education events without facing
the conflict of committee meetings or other
scheduled events.

A comprehensive schedule of monthly adult
education topics will be released shortly via
the weekly RE handouts and on our website.
Please feel free to contact me if you have
program topic suggestions.

Book Group begins new selection on
November 8th

“Bright-Sided: How the Relentless
Promotion of Positive Thinking Has
Undermined America” by Barbara
Ehrenreich

Reviewed by Emily Wilson, AlterNet. (posted
October 10, 2009): “The author talks about
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how a plague of positive thinking is
permeating our society, from medicine to
business, and is even contributing to our
financial crisis....Positive thinking is
different, she says, from being cheerful or
good-natured -- it's believing that the world
is shaped by our wants and desires and that
by focusing on the good, the bad ceases to

exist. Ehrenreich believes this has
permeated our culture and that the refusal to
acknowledge that bad things could happen
is in some way responsible for the current
financial crisis”.

Coming Soon: Karen Armstrong's “The
Case for God”

Moving from the Paleolithic age to the
present, Karen Armstrong details the great
lengths to which humankind has gone in
order to experience a sacred reality that it
called by many names, such as God,
Brahman, Nirvana, Allah or Dao. Focusing
especially on Christianity but including
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and
Chinese spiritualities, Armstrong examines
the diminished impulse toward religion in our
own time, when a significant number of
people either want nothing to do with God or
guestion the efficacy of faith. Why has God
become unbelievable? Why is it that atheists
and theists alike now think and speak about
God in a way that veers so profoundly from
the thinking of our ancestors?

Answering these questions with the same
depth of knowledge and profound insight
that have marked all her acclaimed books,
Armstrong makes clear how the changing
face of the world has necessarily changed
the importance of religion at both the
societal and the individual level. And she
makes a powerful, convincing argument for
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drawing on the insights of the past in order
to build a faith that speaks to the needs of
our dangerously polarized age. Yet she

cautions us that religion was never
supposed to provide answers that lie within
the competence of human reason; that, she
says, is the role of logos. The task of religion
is “to help us live creatively, peacefully, and
even joyously with realities for which there
are no easy explanations.”

If interested in joining the book discussion
group and/or ordering a book please contact
Laura at 874-871-7049 or:
RE@PrairieCircleUUC.org.

Teaching Volunteers
Needed

Please contact Laura Tomsky for more
information.

As always, if you have any questions,
concerns or suggestions regarding our
religious education programming, please
feel free to contact me directly or any
member of the RE Committee.

Love and Light,

Laura C. Tomsky

Director of Religious Education
847-871-7049
re@prairiecircleuuc.org




Our Wider Community

Winter Woman Spirit 2010

Friday — Sunday, February 26 - 28

The theme for Winter WomanSpirit 2010 is
“"Nurturing Ourselves -- Sustaining Our
World." Woman Spirit will take place at the
First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee. The
Keynote Speaker will be Starhawk! Her
Keynote address is titled: "Earth Spirit, Earth
Justice". For more information, go to:
www.womenandreligion.org

The Rev. Qiyamah
Rahman at CAUUC
Gathering

Saturday, November 7, 9am-3pm

The Reverend Qiyamah Rahman, Director
of Contextual Ministry at Meadville-Lombard
Theological School, will speak on
"Multiracial Congregations: Can We Get
There From Here?" at the annual meeting of
the Chicago Area UU Council, Saturday,
November 7, 9am-3pm at the North Shore
Unitarian Church in Deerfield
(www.nsuc.org). The day will include an
afternoon of round table discussions,
sharing perspectives and developing next
steps toward multiracial congregations.
Register at: www.uuchicago.org.

Lake County United

Lake County United is a broad-based
citizen’s organization of churches,

synagogues, mosques and social service
agencies committed to improving the quality
of life of Lake County residents

Are you looking for a way to get involved
with some social justice work at the local
level? Here are two upcoming programs
which offer just that.

Lake County United Fall Assembly
Wednesday, November 11 ™, 7 — 8:30 p.m.
Annunciation of Our Lady Episcopal
Church, 5725 Stearns School Road, Gurnee

Join us as we share progress on a number
of Lake County United priorities:
Winchester House: See a preview of the
designs for the new resident-centered
Winchester House skilled care facility.
Waukegan 2 College: Learn about this new
initiative to support Waukegan students and
families in their quest for college.
Re-Imagining lllinois: Help shape the next
phase of efforts to address lllinois' budget
and ethics crisis.

For more information contact:

Tom Lenz, 312-925-6505, tomlenz@uic.edu
or

Rhea Byer-Ettinger 773-320-5722,
rheabyerettinger@gmail.com

Lake County United Leadership Training
Friday and Saturday, December 4 and 5,
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.and 9:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.

Lion's Math & Science Christian Academy
(located at Waukegan Community Church)
1011 Porter Street, Waukegan

This is an 8 %-hour introduction to the
broad-based citizen organizing being
undertaken by Lake County United.
Designed for lay and clergy leaders of
institutions interested in the skills and
language of public life, values based
organizing, and the creation of a power
organization to pursue the common good in
Lake County. For more information visit the
website at www.lakecountyunited.org.
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Newsletter Submissions

Final Notes

All submissions for the December 2009 newsletter are due by the end of
the day on November 25 . The newsletter will be posted on the website

at the beginning of October. Please send submissions as attachments to
Andrea Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at:
office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t

he Publication of the Newsletter:

Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include
your name and email address in your request. Thanks.

Visit PCUUC on the Internet at
http://www.prairiecircleuuc.orq!

Rev. Elizabeth Harding
Steve King
Teresa Aguinaldo
Susan Bellmore
Mike Merritt
Norine Fendrych
Diana Fox
Andrea Mills
Laura Tomsky
Joyce DeWitt
Tonia Becker-Vershaw
Laura Franz

Inge Crowley
Peg Fredrickson
Rich Fendrych
Pierce Regnier
TBD

Teresa Aguinaldo
Jan Kirch

Sally Merritt

Jan Kirch

Dayle Kozlowski
Sara May

Consulting Minister

Board President

President Elect

Secretary

Treasurer

Trustee

Trustee

Administrator

Director of Religious Education
Choir Director / Music Committee
Worship Committee

RE Committee

Social Action Committee

Social Action Committee
Membership / Publicity Committee
Long Range Planning Committee
Nominating Committee
Hospitality Committee

Caring Committee

Committee on Ministry
Fundraising Committee
Fundraising Committee
Webmaster

List of Key PCUUC Contacts

Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org
President@prairiecircleuuc.org
VP @prairiecircleuuc.org
Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org
Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Office@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org
Music@prairiecircleuuc.org
Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org
Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org
Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org
Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org
Social_events@prairiecircleuuc.org
Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org
COM@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org
Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org
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