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Minister’s Message 
 
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to October!  We have so many 
activities going on at our congregation, it’s 
hard to keep track. A bit of housekeeping for 
our relationship as minister and 
congregation: I will be taking Fridays as my 
day off this year. Unless it’s an emergency, I 
will not be taking phone calls or emails 
about church business. I will also not be 
attending church on the Sundays I am not 
preaching; many times a year, I have 
preaching opportunities at other churches 
and in fact will be providing regular pulpit 
supply in Kenosha from January to April 
2010. Please do contact me for 
emergencies and I will trust your good 
judgment about what those would be. 

 
Our board of directors has set a theme for 
the whole congregation: the theme of 
growth. Every committee this year will have 
a chance to meet with the Board of Directors 
and, as I write this, all the committee chairs 
have had a meeting with the Board to 
discuss a new organizational developmental 
model for the congregation. We’ll be looking 
at ways to make an already great 
congregation (that’s US!) run more smoothly 
and continue providing wonderful worship, 
religious education and other programs for 
our members and visitors (that’s US!). I’m 
looking forward to all of the opportunities for 
change and growth this year and hope you 
are too. 
Change and growth are an essential part of 
what makes us human and they can 
sometimes feel kind of scary.  Because of all 
the potential changes, I want to reiterate 
something I said at the Board meeting in 
September: The Board of Directors will need 
your feedback on the changes in how we 
“do” church. I will need your feedback 
because my ministry will change as a result 
of this new theme and our new goals. We 

will need to continue to be good 
communicators about what we love, what 
we need to improve and how things are with 
each other. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
remind folks that the best way to handle 
change is to talk directly to the people in our 
congregation about what you’re 
experiencing or feeling about the changes 
you see. We want to hear about your 
feelings and thoughts! Our hands, hearts 
and heads will be engaged deeply in our 
faith this year and I am sure you all look 
forward to the fruits of our labors. May 
blessings be with you as you engage with us 
on Sundays and every day. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Elizabeth 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

P R A I R I E  C I R C L E  U N I T A R I A N  U N I V E R S A L I S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N  

Notes from the Prairie 

October 2009 
2009 



Growing our spirit, supporting community, nurturing the environment. 2

Upcoming Services 
 
October 4 
Running for Redemption  
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
If you’re going to atone on the 20th, you 
might want to consider redemption on the 
4th. How do Unitarian Universalists work with 
a theological concept that implies sin, 
something we often sweep under the 
carpet? This service will examine concepts 
of redemption from our UU forebears who 
struggled with the idea of sin. 
 
October 11  
How To Make the Most Out of Hard Times 
Dr. Michael Merritt 
 
What is the definition of hard times?  In one 
of his last sermons, Forrest Church was 
dying and two reporters came to talk to him 
about the economy. Forrest Church was one 
of UU's most interesting speakers and was a 
long-time minister at All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation in New York City.  
Presenting his work is an effort to 
acknowledge the man and the message he 
provided through his ministry. 
 �
October 18 
Partnerships 
Reverend Elizabeth Harding 
 
One of the many elements of growth is 
finding and figuring out the partnerships that 
helps us grow -- and the ones that do not. 
How do we discern what partnerships feed 
our souls? What will we find this year as we 
hold up our partnerships in our congregation 
to the light? What elements of partnership 
do we find moving or help us move forward? 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Deepest condolences to the Cubit family on 
the passing of Jim's mother. 

 
 

Memorial Service for 
Roberta Rogers  
 
In collaboration with the family of Roberta 
Rogers, the Music, Worship and Finance 
Committees are honored to remember our 
former pianist, Ms. Roberta Rogers, during 
the Sunday service on November 15th. 
Roberta Rogers served as our pianist for 
several months and developed a strong 
relationship with our congregation. We will 
be sharing musical offerings that were 
special favorites of Roberta's and 
introducing the Roberta Rogers Memorial 
Fund. Roberta Roger's family has donated a 
generous memorial to our congregation in 
honor of Roberta. In our gratitude, we will be 
setting aside this amount to be used for the 
development of our musical offerings at 
Prairie Circle. Administered by the Music 
committee, we will be using these funds to 
purchase hymnals, continue to extend the 
development of our wonderful choir and 
support our music director.  As you can see, 
the music life of our congregation will be 
blessed by this fund in many ways. We 
invite you, during the November 15th 
service, to make a donation in honor of 
Roberta for the life of this memorial fund.  
Checks can be made out to PCUUC with 
“Roberta’s fund” on the memo line. We look 
forward to the growth of our congregation in 
many ways but especially as we honor the 
life of Roberta Rogers.  

Musical Notes   
 
MorningSong! Our hymn sing service was 
so successful over the summer that we’d 
like to keep our momentum going. The truth 
is, we love singing with you and learning 
more hymns together. Look for 
MorningSong at the beginning of services 
once a month. Our next one will be Oct. 4. 
Singing is good for the soul! 
 
The PCUUC Choir is starting a new year.  
If you love to sing and can carry a tune, 
please consider joining. The choir will 
practice on Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00 
p.m. Contact Joyce DeWitt for more info 
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music@prairiecircleuuc.org. High school 
age and older please. 
 
We invite you to provide your musical 
talent  as special music for our services. If 
you are interested in performing for church, 
please contact Mark Wilson: 
attymwilson@comcast.net 
All ages are welcome. 
 
 

Flu Shots Available 
 
Seasonal Influenza (flu) immunizations will 
be offered to the PCUUC congregation on 
Sunday, October 4th, by Peg Fredrickson, 
RN, on behalf of Lake Forest Hospital. 
There are 3 types of vaccine: conventional 
($30), nasal spray and mercury-free 
vaccines ($40).  Payment is required at the 
time of immunization. Flu vaccine 
information will be available. Immunizations 
will be given 30 minutes prior to and 
following the service. To forward any 
questions to Peg, please contact Teresa 
Aguinaldo at VP@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
 

International Dinner  
 
Join us for Oktoberfest in Lake Villa!  On 
Saturday, October 3, at 5:00 p.m. our 
International Dinner Group will meet at the 
grounds of  The American Aid Society of 
German Descendants, located on Route 
132, one mile west of Route 83 in Lake Villa 
(259 W. Grand Av.). Admission is $7.00; 
food and drink are extra.  Enjoy your favorite 
German sausages and pastries or find new 
favorites!  German dining and entertainment 
available both indoors and out so you won't 
have to worry about the weather.  For more 
information about the event, go to: 
AmericanAidSocietyofGD.org. 
Or contact Leo Wazlo at: 847-548-5732 or 
lwazlo@yahoo.com. 
 
While reservations aren't necessary, it would 
be good to know how many will be coming. 
Please reply to this e-mail to let us know if 
you plan to attend.  We also have a 
restaurant dinner scheduled for Saturday, 
October 24. The next one after that won't 
occur until January, so this would be a last 

chance to participate in an International 
Dinner before the holiday season. More 
details on that shortly. 
 
 

Sign Up for 2009/2010 
Circle Dinners  
 
During the 2009/2010 church year, there will 
be Circle Dinners on: 
 

·  October 10, 2009 
·  January 9, 2010 
·  April 10, 2010 
·  June 12, 2010 

 

             
 
These will be small group dinners in PCUUC 
members’ homes in groups of approximately 
8 - 12 people.  When you sign up, please 
indicate whether or not you would be willing 
to host one of the dinners.  To sign up, 
please contact Sally Merritt at:  
merrit69_99@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Wine Tasting Fundraiser  
 
You are invited (and your friends and 
neighbors, too!) to a “Getting Ready for the 
Holidays” wine tasting fundraiser on 
Saturday, November 14th, at Wine Knows, 
1130 Washington Street in Grayslake.  The 
event starts at 7:00 p.m. but stop by at any 
time. 
 
You will have an opportunity to: 
 

·  sample a full menu of wines at all 
price points 

·  sample complimentary food pairings 
·  get your holiday celebration wine 

and hostess gifts 
·  enter to win the wine raffle 
·  raise money for charity! 
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There is a $15 donation requested per 
person.  This fundraiser is hosted by 
PCUUC and a canned food collection will be 
taken at the door.  In addition, a portion of 
the proceeds will be donated to the Avon 
Food Pantry and PADS Crisis Services. 
 
 

Social Action News  
 
The Social Action Committee is excited 
about the coming year and engaging more 
people in living our mission of “Participating 
actively in the communities it serves”.  The 
committee will include all ages when it offers 
opportunities to serve our outside 
communities.  The committee 
enthusiastically and joyfully welcomes 
participation by all. 
 
We will continue to support the Avon Food 
Pantry and PADS with both active service 
and, every third month, dedicating a loose 
plate collection to a specific charity.    We 
were proud that a recent loose plate 
collection resulted in a $300 donation for the 
Food Pantry.  In addition to a need for brown 
paper bags and food donations, the Pantry 
 

                 
 
needs volunteers to spend time at the Food 
Pantry bagging food and helping recipients 
choose the things they need.  The Food 
Pantry ideal volunteer time is Wednesday 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. with volunteers 
encouraged to volunteer for two hour blocks 
(could be more, 4 or 6 hours).  Inge Crowley 
will be volunteering and wants company as 
you are able. 
  
Meals for PADS will continue to be a focus 
and Inge Crowley will lead us in preparing a 
meal for October 18th.  Our youth are 
enthusiastic about participating and will be 

making sandwiches for lunches and possibly 
rice crispy treats.  PADS provides families a 
safe place to live.  The population does not 
change daily and usually serves people who 
have suffered from problems associated 
with our current economic troubles.  The 
population is usually families and their 
capacity is 40.  It is a great way to make a 
difference – come join us. 
 
We will again participate in “Guest at Your  
Table”, sponsored by UUSC, in which you 
are provided with a donation box and an 
opportunity to share with others your bounty 
by placing a donation in your box during 
each meal through the holiday season.  We 
will again have a special Christmas project 
to give either socks or diapers or perhaps 
both (exact gifts will be determined later). 
  
Other potential causes discussed for the 
coming year include outdoor activities such 
as a community garden, the forest preserves 
and a Mother’s Day plant sale.  It may be 
that volunteers could go to the garden at 
CLC and ultimately be able to provide the 
food pantry with fresh produce.  
 
Coming up, there is a Civil Union Bill in the 
Illinois Congress. Our representatives in 
Congress have an opportunity to pass a law 
banning discrimination against alternative 
alliances, gay, lesbian and trans-gender 
persons.  It is very close to being passed 
and we are being asked to support this 
endeavor in several ways. 
 
We are also considering sponsoring a family 
in “need” with necessities but also with fun 
activities and emotional support.  The 
children would be encouraged to be involved 
in reaching out with letters, drawings and 
things they may want to share around the 
holidays. 
 
Additional ideas are welcome – we are a 
growing community with wonderful ideas 
about how we can make a difference.  
Our next meeting will be October 18th at 
10:30 a.m. after the service – please come 
join us.  Part of the mission of our church is 
to reach out to others.  We need both your 
energy and ideas. 
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UUSC News 
 
Many of you may know this, but new 
members and friends may not.  The "Guest 
at Your Table" donation boxes (available to 
all in November, before Thanksgiving) raise 
funds for Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee (UUSC) programs.  I am our 
congregation’s representative to the UUSC. 
  
This month's report stresses the following: 
  
Support Good "Green" Jobs for Gulf Coast 
Residents -- The UUSC is urging 
congressional representatives to co-sponsor 
legislation that would create good "green" 
jobs for residents in the hard-hit gulf coast 
area.  Urge your congress-person to support 
this. 
  
Pass California's Human Right to Water Bill 
– The UUSC is working to forward 
legislation guaranteeing the human right to 
water in California.  You can access 
information at: 
http://www.UUSC.org/content/california_mov
ement_water_rights 
  
Video entitled "Water Is Ours" -- In South 
Africa the six-year struggle for water access 
for all goes to that nation's highest court.  
UUSC has a video to learn more about this 
effort. 
  
General Focus Areas: 

·  Rights in Humanitarian Crises 
·  Civil Liberties 
·  Economic Justice (workers' rights & 

living wage) 
·  Environmental Justice (water rights) 

  
The Report on Forum Discussion on Torture 
was held at the Unity UU Temple in Oak 
Park on September 13th.  Recently 
declassified memos from the CIA and 
Department of Defense were shared.  There 
were five experts on the Geneva Convention 
from World War II used as guidelines for 
interrogation of prisoners.  The 
experts discussed abusive, secret 
procedures, used during the Bush 
administration, which were in violation of 
accepted protocol.  It was evident from what 
the speakers said that the abusive 
procedures were definitely illegal and in 

violation of the Geneva Convention and 
could be termed torture.  This was in spite of 
Vice President Dick Cheney, the DOD and 
CIA deciding they weren't torture or in 
violation of international law.  The Attorney 
General, Eric Holder, is looking into all of 
these issues for the current administration to 
investigate possible criminal or other action.  
At this time, any action is on the "back 
burner" due to more pressing issues.  
 
 

Covenant Groups  
 

        
 
New Covenant Groups 
A covenant group is a small group that 
meets to discuss topics of interest and 
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in 
starting a new covenant group? Contact 
Director of Religious Education Laura 
Tomsky for more details: 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 

                
Prairie Women’s Covenant Group   
The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant 
group meets twice each month on the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied, but 
some examples include spirituality, voluntary 
simplicity, body image and personal growth. 
New members are always welcome!  
Contact DRE Laura Tomsky for more 
details: re@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
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Lifespan Religious Education 

 
Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, 
Whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is gracious, 
If there is any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, 
Think about these things. 

 
- Philippians 4:8 

 
As our new year of children’s religious 
education begins, we have explored how our 
own experiences, our own vision, our own 
interpretations can be so different among 
even our own classmates.  Each age-group 
has begun to create its own ‘mural’ which 
will serve as a dynamic backdrop for their 
classrooms each week.  This mural will be 
dynamic in the sense that we will continue to 
add onto the images and imagery as the 
year progresses and we learn about many 
other religions around the world. 
 
Our mural started with words and pictures 
that described each student’s individual idea 
of what god is, what our church is like and 
how being here makes us feel.  It was 
quickly evident that although we have been 
attending the same church and RE classes, 
these words and images, as projected from 
our mind’s-eye, are vastly different.  This is 
because no one can truly share an exact 
experience and our view of many things is 
influenced by an individual’s internal and 
external variables – our family, our 
neighborhood, our culture and our personal 
passions.  
 
Religious beliefs are no different.  Although 
most religions share a common value 
system, many variables have affected even 
their basic development, practice and 
traditions.  We have read and discussed the 
parable of “The blind men and the elephant” 
as an example of how this can occur. 
 

It was six men of Wisdom, to learning much 
inclined, who went to see the 
Elephant~(Though all of them were blind), 
That each by observation ~ Might satisfy his 
mind. 

The First approached the Elephant, and 
happening to fall against his broad and 
sturdy side, ~ At once began to bawl: "God 
bless me! but the Elephant ~ Is very like a 
wall!" 

The Second, feeling of the tusk, cried, "Ho! 
what have we here? So very round and 
smooth and sharp? ~ To me 'tis mighty clear 
This wonder of an Elephant ~ Is very like a 
spear!" 

The Third approached the animal, And 
happening to take the squirming trunk within 
his hands, ~ Thus boldly up and spake: "I 
see," quoth he, "the Elephant ~ Is very like a 
snake!" 

The Fourth reached out an eager hand, And 
felt about the knee. "What most this 
wondrous beast is like ~ Is mighty plain," 
quoth her; "'Tis clear enough the Elephant ~ 
Is very like a tree!" 

The Fifth who chanced to touch the ear, 
said: "E'en the blindest man can tell what 
this resembles most; ~ Deny the fact who 
can, this marvel of an Elephant ~ Is very like 
a fan!" 

The Sixth no sooner had begun About the 
beast to grope, than, seizing on the swinging 
tail ~ That fell within his scope, "I see," 
quoth he, "the Elephant ~ Is very like a rope! 

And so these men of wisdom disputed loud 
and long, Each in his own opinion ~ 
Exceeding stiff and strong,  
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Though each was partly in the right ~ And all 
were in the wrong! 

In the poem, each blind man compares the 
Elephant to something different (side=wall; 
tusk=spear; trunk=snake; knee=tree; 
ear=fan; tail=rope,) because each one 
assumes the whole elephant is like the part 
he touched/perceived/experienced.  Each 
blind man was partly in the right. 

It is easy for each blind man to reach a 
conclusion based on their own limited 
experience. The moral and greater lesson is 
not to assume understanding of the whole 
truth by experiencing just one part of the 
truth. Don't rely on only your own 
experiences to tell you all you need to know. 
If we share our perspectives, we will come 
to a more complete understanding of the 
truth. Working together is more effective 
than working alone (story and explanation 
from various sources). 

By setting the context of our exploration of 
World Religions in the desire to experience 
all perspectives and looking for the 
commonalities within them, our children will 
derive a deeper understanding and seek 
peaceful coexistence through loving respect. 
 
The Children’s Religious Education program 
is actively seeking volunteers willing to 
facilitate classes and help us engage in this 
discussion.  If you have an interest in 
becoming part of our teaching team and 
joining us in this exciting year, let me know.  
The entire school year calendar will be 
available on our website so you may choose 
the dates and topics that work best for you. 
 
Remember, each Sunday on the Welcome 
table, help yourself to a RE handout that will 
outline the Religion of the Week with facts 
and questions for discussion, provide a list 
of upcoming topics and highlight our Adult 
RE schedule. Copies will also be available 
on our website. 
 

Teaching Volunteers 
Needed 
 
Please contact Laura Tomsky for more 
information. 

Adult Education 
 
Adult Religious Education Week 
Please be sure to mark your calendars for 
the THIRD SUNDAY of every month.  The 
Board and Committees have agreed to 
make these Sundays ‘meeting free’ Sundays 
so all interested adults can attend special 
Adult Education events each month without 
facing the conflict of committee meetings. 
 
Our first official Adult RE group meeting will 
be held on October 18th at 10:45 in the 
Charter School classrooms behind the Barn 
and will include information and discussion 
related to Civil Union Legislation in Illinois. 
 
A comprehensive schedule of monthly Adult 
Education topics will be released shortly via 
the weekly RE Handouts and on the web. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns or 
suggestions, please feel free to contact me 
directly or any member of the RE Committee 
at any time. 
 
Book Group - meeting on the second 
Sunday of the month  
October 11th is the final meeting for “Deep 
Economy” and new book selections will be 
discussed. 
 
 

6th - 8th Graders: Join 
PCPSA 
 
Prairie Circle Pre-Teens for Social Action 
(PCPSA) meets during regular services on 
the first Sunday of every month.  Please join 
us – bring a friend too! 
 
 
 
Love and Light, 
Laura C. Tomsky 
Director of Religious Education 
847-871-7049 
re@prairiecircleuuc.org 
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Our Wider Community 
 

Winter Woman Spirit 2010 
�
The theme for Winter WomanSpirit 2010 is 
"Nurturing Ourselves -- Sustaining Our 
World."  Woman Spirit will take place on  
February 26-28, 2010 at the First Unitarian 
Society of Milwaukee.  The Keynote 
Speaker will be Starhawk!  Her Keynote 
address is titled: "Earth Spirit, Earth Justice". 
Workshop applications are still being taken 
for Winter WomanSpirit. The deadline is 
September 1 and the application can be 
filled out online. 
 

            
 
 
 

UU Women's Connection 
Fall Retreat 
�
“It Is What It Is…...Healing in Hard Times” is 
the theme of the retreat hosted by the 
women of the Unity Temple UU 
Congregation of Oak Park.  Reverend 
Rebecca Armstrong, in her keynote address, 
“Living the Golden Years - Without the 
Gold”, will look to ancestral wisdom to peer 
into the future we are creating.  She will dig 
into the treasure trove of myth and fairy tales 
while exploring the highly-charged 
symbolism of gold through story and song.  
There will also be sessions with experts 
from Yerkes Observatory, healing 
workshops, women’s ware vendors, 
drumming, bonfires and relaxation in the 
beautiful, natural setting of George Williams 
College and Aurora University in Williams 
Bay, Wisconsin.  Registration deadline is 

October 4th.  For more information, visit 
www.uuwomensconnection.org. 
  
 

                   
        
 

James Luther Adams 
Forum on Religion and 
Society 
 
This year’s lecture will be given by the highly 
regarded Christian ethicist Don Browning, 
Professor Emeritus of Ethics and the Social 
Sciences at the Divinity School of the 
University of Chicago.  The event will be 
held on Thursday, October 15, at 4:00 p.m. 
in Swift Hall.  The title of his talk is “Civil 
Society: James Luther Adams, Catholicism 
and Kuyper.  Professor Browning is 
especially well known for his work in relating 
Christian ethics to the field of pastoral 
counseling. If you have questions, you may 
contact: 
 
Ms. Sandra Peppers 
Administrator, University of Chicago Divinity 
School 
Swift Hall 102 
Chicago, IL  66637 
773-702-8219 
s-peppers@uchicago.edu 
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Final Notes 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
All submissions for the November 2009 newsletter are due by the end of 
the day on October 25 .  The newsletter will be posted on the website at 
the beginning of October. Please send submissions as attachments to 
Andrea Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at: 
office@prairiecircleuuc.org. 
 
To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t he Publication of the Newsletter: 
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include 
your name and email address in your request. Thanks. 

 
 

   Visit PCUUC on the Internet at  
   http://www.prairiecircleuuc.org! 
 

 
 
 

List of Key PCUUC Contacts 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Harding Consulting Minister Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Steve King Board President                                President@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Teresa Aguinaldo           President  Elect                                 VP@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Susan Bellmore Secretary Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Mike Merritt Treasurer                                           Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Norine Fendrych Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Diana Fox Trustee Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Andrea Mills                Administrator                                    Office@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Laura Tomsky          Director of Religious Education                                    RE@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Joyce DeWitt          Choir Director / Music Committee     Music@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Tonia Becker-Vershaw Worship Committee Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Laura Franz            RE Committee                                   RE-Committee@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Inge Crowley      Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Peg Fredrickson          Social Action Committee                   Socialaction@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Rich Fendrych    Membership / Publicity Committee                    Membership@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Pierce Regnier       Long Range Planning Committee                         Planning@prairiecircleuuc.org  
TBD Nominating Committee                       Nominating@prairiecircleuuc.org  
Teresa Aguinaldo Hospitality Committee Social_events@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Caring Committee Caring@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sally Merritt Committee on Ministry COM@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Jan Kirch Fundraising Committee Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Dayle Kozlowski Fundraising Committee Fundraising@prairiecircleuuc.org 
Sara May Webmaster Webmaster@prairiecircleuuc.org 

 


