Notes from the Prairie

Minister’s Message

Dear Friends,

We will begin this year of growth and
change at Prairie Circle with something
familiar---the Water Communion Ceremony.
If we're going to have a “seed” year, a year
where we sow the seeds of growth, we're
going to have to create some nutritious
ground first with water.

Although it is a beloved tradition in most
Unitarian Universalist congregations around
the world, the Water Ceremony is not a very
old custom, being only about 30-some years
old. The first UU Water Ceremony was held
in the mid-1970s at the first Women &
Religion Convocation held at a retreat center
in Grailville, Michigan. The organizers of the
conference asked that the participants, UU
women from all over the continent, bring
with them a small amount of water from their
homes, to be poured together into a
common bowl at the opening worship
service. The water was to symbolize that,
although the women came from many
different places, were of different
backgrounds, life experiences and social
situations, they were Unitarian Universalist
sisters -- of one liberal heritage.

It was a powerful metaphor of unity in
diversity, of a community united across all
the usual lines and categories that serve to
separate and divide, and the women who
were there were greatly moved by it. Many
of them returned from Grailville and shared
the ceremony with their congregations.

In the years since, the idea of the Water
Ceremony has traveled all over our
denomination, from east to west, north and
south, in the U.S., to Canada, even to UU
congregations in Australia and New
Zealand. Perhaps as an indication of a
growing hunger in UUism for more ritual,
congregation after congregation took it up.
Most hold the service, as we do, to mark the
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beginning of a church worship year. As you
might expect with a Unitarian Universalist
ritual, there are almost as many ways to do
the Water Ceremony as there are UU
congregations. Many of the churches with
memberships over 200 have people
contribute their water silently; while smaller
churches give opportunity for individual
sharing. Some divide up the waters by the
points of the compass; some by the
experiences the waters represent.

Over the years of the Water Ceremony’s
evolution in UU congregations, many
ministers and lay leaders have become
concerned that the ceremony has changed
too much from its original intent of honoring
diversity and enhancing community. In
some congregations, recitations of water
gathered from Tahiti and Paris and cruise
ships have overshadowed waters brought
from local lakes and rivers -- not to mention
water from garden hoses or kitchen taps.
(Remember that in the original ritual, the
women shared water from where they were
from, which represented themselves, not
places they had visited, which would have
represented how much disposable income
they had.
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The Water Ceremony’s continuing purpose
is not to report on, as we used to do on the
first week of elementary school, “What | Did
During My Summer Vacation,” but to
highlight our congregation’s connection and
closeness despite our diversity in terms of
life experiences and theology.

We realize that not everyone will agree with
what they see as a change in the way the
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Water Ceremony has “always” been done.
But we ask that all of you please open your
minds to what is, after all, only a return to
the original roots of the ceremony and
remember that while nobody meant for it
become exclusionary, sharing stories of
fabulous trips among a group that includes
people who couldn't afford even a weekend
away does leave folks out and reminds them
uncomfortably of their economic challenge. |
also would remind you that our water is
collected, boiled and then kept for blessing
our children during child dedication rituals
and other ceremonies throughout the church
year as it is sacred water.

Let us pull together as a congregation,
honor our spiritual journeys, and do our best
not to highlight our economic differences. In
this time of economic shifting, the ground
beneath our feet is going to need some
tending. As always, | will be available for
consultation, support and conversation with
all of you.

Blessings,

Rev. Elizabeth

Upcoming Services

September 6
Tilling the Fields of a Missionary Faith
David Pyle

There are some words that one uses
cautiously in our liberal faith and among
them is the word Evangelism. However,
perhaps there is a way that we can
approach living our faith in the world that is
in tune with our values. Perhaps, there is a
spiritual practice of sharing our faith. This
sermon will highlight several outreach
ministries in the Chicago area including the
UU Ministry at the Great Lakes Naval
Station.

David Pyle is a 5™-year student at the
Meadville Lombard Theological School, a
Candidate for the Unitarian Universalist
Ministry and a U.S. Army Chaplain
Candidate. Currently a First Lieutenant in
the U.S. Army Reserves, his intention is to
serve on active duty as a Military Chaplain

upon receiving fellowship. Along with
Seanan Holland, David founded the UU
Ministry at the Great Lakes Naval Station in
2007. He is currently serving as a hospital
and hospice Chaplain Resident with
Lutheran General Hospital in Chicago. His
website is  www.celestiallands.org.

September 13
Water Communion
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

This Sunday marks the beginning of our
church year, Homecoming Sunday. Please
bring water from where you have been this
summer. We will have a meditative
intergenerational service.

September 20
Coming to Atonement
Reverend Elizabeth Harding

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are two of
the major Jewish High Holy Days in the fall
calendar. What lessons of atonement and
other lessons do these days have to teach
us as Unitarian Universalists?

September 27

The Bible: A Beautiful, Ugly, Fascinating
and Extremely Challenging Document
Tonia Becker VerShaw

The Bible is arguably the most influential
document ever assembled in human
history. It is a fascinating document that has
both inspired incredible good and justified
horrific wrongs. Understanding more about
the evolution of Biblical interpretation and
study helps us to better understand
ourselves and our culture given the
tremendous influence  Judeo-Christian
traditions have on each one of us.

Tonia Becker VerShaw was raised in a
Protestant Christian church and the Bible
has represented different things at different
points in her life. Finding Unitarian
Universalism has offered Tonia the
motivation and the freedom to study the
Bible in a new light without the “required
beliefs” of Christianity and without the
dismissive smugness of some non-
Christians.
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Recovery wishes are being sent to Margie
Rader's mother who was recently
hospitalized.

Each One, Reach One

Surveys indicate that most first-time visitors
seeking a new church decide whether they
are coming back based on the “friendliness”
of the church. Most visitors are more
interested in relationship, community, love,
caring, and relevance than in a church’s
theology or “principles.” They may be
attracted initially by the theology or
principles, but if they come back and
eventually become members, it is because
of the friendships they form.

Visitors gauge a church’s friendliness largely
based on the number of persons who talk to
them, particularly after the Service — and of
course peoples’ friendliness toward them
and whether they feel they can connect with
others of their own “tribe.” Members of
congregations that want to grow will not only
meet and greet visitors, but after a short
time will introduce them to someone else
you know who may share the same interests
and values. For many visitors, the more
new persons they can meet on a Sunday
morning the more likely they will return.

Please do your part to help meet the
Congregation's goal for growth with these
simple steps each Sunday:

Wear your name tag;

Introduce yourself to a visitor during the
coffee hour;

Have a friendly conversation with a
visitor to explore shared interests;

Introduce a visitor to another member.

PCUUC Membership Committee

Musical Notes

Welcome our new pianist!  Jennifer Swartz
started playing for PCUUC on Aug. 23. She
lives in Vernon Hills with her family,
including her twin sister, Emily, who plays
violin, and their dog, Buster. She attends
Vernon Hills High School and has studied
piano since she was six.

Mini Hymn Sings! Our hymn sing service
was so successful on Music Sunday that
we'd like to keep our momentum going. The
truth is, we love singing with you and
learning more hymns together! Look for mini
hymn sings just prior to services every once
in a while beginning next month.

Got Hymnal? We have taken an inventory
of our hymnals and are missing several. If
you have borrowed one, please either return
it or let someone on the Music Committee,
Worship Committee or in the choir know.
Another inventory will be taken on Sept. 13
after the service. Thanks for your help!

The PCUUC Choir is starting a new year.
If you love to sing and can carry a tune,
please consider joining. The choir will
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practice on Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00
p.m. Contact Joyce DeWitt for more info:
music@prairiecircleuuc.org.

We invite you to provide your musical
talent as special music for our services. If
you are interested in performing for church,
please contact Mark Wilson:
attymwilson@comcast.net.

All ages are welcome.

Family Forest Preserve

Picnic and Hike
Sunday, September 13
11:30 am — 1:30 pm

Please join us on the 2nd Sunday of each
month through the summer and fall for a fun
family hike in Rollins Savanna. We'll meet
at around 11:30 following Sunday service.
Bring a picnic lunch, or pick up lunch on
your way to the preserve. We'll picnic first,
then we'll embark on our family hiking
adventure. Individuals and families with
children of all ages are invited to attend. No
sign up necessary...just show up! Be sure
to bring sun block, bug spray, comfortable
shoes, and extra water for the hike.

For this week's hike, go to the entrance on
Washington St. at Atkinson Rd, just west of
Rt. 45 and east of Rt. 83 in Grayslake.
Picnic tables and restrooms are located just
east of the parking area near the Native
Seed Nursery. This trail is one of the
selections in this year's “Hike Lake County”
program.

Rollins Savanna:

Rollins Savanna is one of Lake County's
largest forest preserves with 1,216
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uninterrupted acres. Scattered groves of
large oaks, wide-open prairies teeming with
wildflowers and native grasses, and
abundant wetlands offer the perfect setting
for grassland birds and other wildlife.

Sign Up for 2009/2010
Circle Dinners

During the 2009/2010 church year, there will
be Circle Dinners on:

October 10, 2009
January 9, 2010
April 10, 2010
June 12, 2010

These will be small group dinners in PCUUC
members’ homes in groups of approximately
8 - 12 people. When you sign up, please
indicate whether or not you would be willing
to host one of the dinners. To sign up,
please contact Sally Merritt at:

merrit69 99@yahoo.com.
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International Dinners

On Saturday, August 26, we’ll be having
another International Dinner. We're still
deciding on the location but, if you would like
more information, you may contact:

Leo Wazlo — 847-548-5732,
lwazlo@yahoo.com.

We like forward to you joining us!




Bakers Square
Fundraiser

Our September Bakers Square Fundraiser
Night will be on September. Members are
asked to take advantage of this fundraising
opportunity between 5 and 8 pm. Be sure to
tell the manager, Eric, that you are a
PCUUC member. PCUUC receives 10% of
ALL of the Libertyville restaurant’s sales on
this day. If your schedule does not permit
you to eat at Bakers Square that night, why
not drop by for a delicious pie?

Covenant Groups

New Covenant Groups

A covenant group is a small group that
meets to discuss topics of interest and
develop bonds of friendship. Interested in
starting a new covenant group? Contact
Director of Religious Education Laura
Tomsky for more details:
re@prairiecircleuuc.org.

Prairie Women’s Covenant Group

The PCUUC Prairie Women’s Covenant
group meets twice each month on the 1%
and 3" Mondays from 7:00 PM to 9:00
PM. Location rotates. Topics are varied, but
some examples include spirituality, voluntary
simplicity, body image and personal growth.
New members are always welcome!
Contact DRE Laura Tomsky for more
details: re@prairiecircleuuc.org.
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Social Action News

Avon Township Food Pantry

All are encouraged to donate canned goods,
aluminum cans and money to help support
the Food Pantry in their efforts to assist
those who are in need of food. Leave
donated goods at the door of the Barn
before the Sunday service. Avon also has a
critical need for hands-on volunteers — see
Duane Shaneyfelt.

PADS Family Center in Waukegan
PADS Family Center in Waukegan provides
for individuals and families in need of
temporary shelter. PADS also teaches them
skills that they will need in order to support
themselves. We serve meals throughout the
year. See Peggy Fredrickson.

Guest at Your Table
The Unitarian Universalist service project,
Guest at Your Table, which takes place in
November, will be continued this year.
Contact Janice Simpson.

PCUUC to Sponsor a Family

New! We propose to sponsor a distressed
family that will be carefully chosen for us by
a social services agency. Diana Fox is
leading this effort.

Social Action Sundays

Social Action Sundays are the second of the
month. The Social Action Candle will be lit
on September 13" by Inge Crowley on
behalf of the Avon Township Food Pantry.



Lifespan Religious Education

The essence of knowledge is,
having it, to apply it; not having it,
to confess your ignorance.

- Confucius

A Special Religious
Education Announcement
for All

Beginning on August 30", the teachers and
our young students will begin their
wondrous, spirit-filled journey back into
regular Sunday school curriculum. This
summer has lent itself to a myriad of
adventures from meeting bugs to expressing
our creativity and rhythm in a drumming
circle. Much fun was had by all -- teacher
and student alike.

The members of the Religious Education
Committee and | are especially excited
about the upcoming school year. We have
carefully chosen the theme of World
Religions and have laid out a plan that will
not only provide for the attainment of
knowledge about those many faiths with
which we share our world, but also the
application of understanding, the growth of
tolerance and the goal of peaceful
coexistence with loving respect. Not only by
understanding more about how others
believe, but by purposefully discovering the

commonalities of all belief systems, can we
truly live the principles of our Unitarian
Universalist faith -- honoring the inherent
worth and dignity of every person,
maintaining justice, equity and compassion
in human relations, acceptance of one
another’s spiritual growth, supporting a free
and responsible search for truth and
meaning and building a world community
with peace, liberty and justice for all.

Much of the content that will be used in our
curriculum is coming from an enlightening
book called “How to be a Perfect Stranger:
the Essential Religious Etiquette Handbook”
edited by Stuart Matlins and Arthur Magida.
The book is based on information solicited
coast-to-coast from members of clergy and
other religious experts representative of the
religions covered. | encourage everyone to
get a copy to read and/or keep as a
reference.

How the book was set up will be very similar
to how our discussions in class will be set up
and will focus on major sections such as
History and Beliefs, what a basic service is
like, holy days and life cycle events (birth,
marriage, death rites etc.). In our classes,
we will take this concept a step further by
creating a Commonalities Chart that the
students will fill in after completing a review
of each religion. This chart will show the
commonalities between the religions we will
study this year as well as draw in the
relationship to one or more of our Seven UU
Principles.

The information, activities and discussions
will be targeted appropriately to each of our
three age groups. The Explorers, our
preschool through 1% grade class, will focus
mostly on general beliefs and how holidays
are celebrated through songs, stories and
crafts. Our Voyagers, consisting of grades
2" — 4™ will explore belief systems in more
detail as well as the holy days and life cycles
of a given faith. The Seekers, our pre-teens
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in grades 5™-8", will build upon all of these

elements, engage in detailed discussion of
differences and commonalities of world
faiths as well as brainstorm how we, as a
UU group, can help build tolerance and
peace in the world with this knowledge.

This process of learning will not be
restricted to our youngsters by any
means!!

First, we are actively seeking volunteers
willing to facilitate classes and help us
engage in this discussion. If you have an
interest in becoming part of our teaching
team and joining us in this exciting year,
please let me know. The entire school year
calendar will be available on our website so
you may see which religions will be covered
in what time frame and can choose the
dates and topics that work best for you.

Secondly, each Sunday on the Welcome
Table, please help yourself to a weekly RE
handout that will outline the Religion of the
Week with facts and questions for
discussion, a list of upcoming topics and our
Adult Religious Education schedule. Copies
will also be available on our website.

Finally, the RE Committee and | are very
proud to announce that we plan to run a
monthly Adult Education class in tandem
with the World Religions curriculum. Each
month we will meet following the service to
learn and discuss various world religions in
a similar but much accelerated manner than
that being using in Children’s Education.
Childcare will be provided.

Please watch for the schedule and
additional information in upcoming
newsletters, the weekly RE handout and on
our website.

If you have any questions, concerns or
suggestions, please feel free to contact me

directly or any member of the RE
Committee, at any time.

6" - 8" Graders: Join
PCPSA (Prairie Circle
Pre-Teens for Social
Action)

Prairie Circle Pre-Teens for Social
Action (PCPSA) meets during
regular services on the first
Sunday of every month. Please
join us — bring a friend too!

Adult Education
Opportunities

Book Group

Meets on the 2 ™ Sunday (9/13 and 10/11)
Our current book is “Deep Economy: The
Wealth of Communities and the Durable
Future” by Bill McKibben. Challenging the
prevailing wisdom that the goal of
economies should be unlimited growth,
McKibben argues that the world does not
have enough natural resources to sustain
endless economic expansion. McKibben’s
proposals for a new, less growth-centered
way of thinking about economics are
intriguing and offer hope that change is
possible.

Movie Group
The Movie Group will meet 9/27, 10/25,
1/24, 3/28 and 5/23.

Teaching Volunteers
Needed

Please contact Laura Tomsky for more
information.

Love and Light,

Laura C. Tomsky

Director of Religious Education
847-871-7049
re@prairiecircleuuc.org
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Our Wider Community

Prairie Fest 2009

The theme of this year's FREE conference
is “Ethical Choices for Sustainable Living”.
The conference will be held on Saturday,
September 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The schedule for this year's conference is:

9 - 10:00 a.m. — Planting & Gardening
10:15 - 11:15 a.m. — Transportation
11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. — Green Cities
1:30 — 2:30 p.m. — Energy

2:45 — 3:45 p.m. - Investing & Business
2:45 — 3:45 p.m. -- Food

For more information, go to:
www.uucePF.com

or contact Bob Sandidge at:
BobS@newUU.com

Women's Friendship
Breakfast - An American
Woman in Turkey

The Women's Programming Committee at
NSUC would like to invite PCUUC women to

its next Friendship Breakfast, Saturday,
September 26th, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. Back by popular demand, Jamie
Boyce will return with Part Il of a
presentation about her life in Turkey. In
1992, Jamie packed up and moved to
Istanbul,  Turkey, with her college
sweetheart. Six years later, she returned to
the U.S. totally transformed by her
encounter with a country and culture that
became a second home. Jamie will share
her story of life framed by an interfaith, bi-
cultural marriage and her journey of self
discovery in Istanbul. She will also reflect
on the various roles women play in Turkish
society. For more information or to register,
contact Liz Berman at:
bermanek@comcast.net

Cakes for the Queen of
Heaven, Part Il

North Shore Unitarian Church will be
offering the “Cakes for the Queen of
Heaven” curriculum from the UUA again this
fall. It will be held on Sundays, October 4" .
November 15", from 3:00 to 6:00 p-m.

We will reclaim the stories of powerful
women in ancient Judaism and in early
Christianity. We will explore personal
experiences and celebrate the new world-
view and theology that is emerging. All
women are welcome; you need not have
attended the first Cakes series to attend this
year.

To register or for more information contact
the facilitators:

Nancy Irons - 847-564-0455,
sassafrastea@comcast.net

or Avis Barnard - 847-446-6279,
apb2345@aol.com

Editor's Note: | attended last year and it
was great. | would love to have you join me
this falll
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Final Notes

Newsletter Submissions

All submissions for the October 2009 newsletter are due by the end of
the day on September 25 . The newsletter will be posted on the website
at the beginning of October. Please send submissions as attachments to
Andrea Mills, PCUUC’s Office Administrator at:
office@prairiecircleuuc.org.

To Discontinue Receiving Monthly Email Notices of t he Publication of the Newsletter:
Please send your request to the Office Administrator at office@prairiecircleuuc.org and include
your name and email address in your request. Thanks.

Visit PCUUC on the Internet at
http://www.prairiecircleuuc.orq!

List of Key PCUUC Contacts

Rev. Elizabeth Harding
Steve King

Teresa Aguinaldo
Susan Bellmore

Mike Merritt
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Trustee

Administrator

Director of Religious Education
Choir Director / Music Committee
Worship Committee

RE Committee

Social Action Committee

Social Action Committee
Membership / Publicity Committee
Long Range Planning Committee
Nominating Committee
Hospitality Committee Contact
Caring Committee

Webmaster

Minister@prairiecircleuuc.org
President@prairiecircleuuc.org

VP @prairiecircleuuc.org
Secretary@prairiecircleuuc.org
Treasurer@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Trustee@prairiecircleuuc.org
Office@prairiecircleuuc.org
RE@prairiecircleuuc.org
Music@prairiecircleuuc.org
Worship@prairiecircleuuc.org
Recommittee @prairiecircleuuc.org
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